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Kobalt suits are available in 7/5mm, 5/3mm, 
MO)]p01 pam Ace ps ©)(=1@ =m [-(e.¢-1er-) alem olalam-lalemiuianlecieiie 
models. For more comfort and dexterity we offer 
blended thickness suits in 7/5mm and 5/3mm. 


Smooth skin interiors (skin-in) have become 
popular features on many of today’s wetsuits. 
Wetsuit makers promote their gold linings, 
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outside only. Kobalt seams won't fail, or weaken 
from temperature extremes (like in a hot car). 
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Kobalt Pro. Flex neoprene is designed to fit 
closer to your own skin, and is far more 
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The result is the industry’s warmest, best built 
and most comfortable wetsuit, ever. 





“No worries, MON.” It’s a phrase 
heard often in the island paradise of Turks 
& Caicos. It’s also the order for the week 
when you board the intimate, 14-passenger 
dive yacht Turks & Caicos Aggressor. 
Throughout your seven-day adventure, an 
attentive crew will meet your every need, from offering 
photo pointers to serving up a platter of hot brownies. The 
Turks & Caicos Aggressor is equipped with the latest creature 
comforts like nitrox, rebreathers, a sprawling sun deck 
with wet bar and hot tub, and spacious private staterooms. 
There is even a computer with e-mail and satellite phone. 


THE WORLD 
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June through January, Turks & Caicos Aggressor guests 
are treated to magnificent wall dives along Providenciales, 
West Caicos and French Caye. If you fancy larger marine 

life, try snorkeling face-to-face with a 
humpback whale on a whale watching 


excursion February oCRESS0, 
bag 


through April. 
So just leave your worries at the dock and 
experience the most diving has to offer oe 
aboard the Turks & Caicos Aggressor. FLEET 


The Ultimate in Live-Aboards® 
A tull service travel agency 


spend a week diving Turks Toll Fee in the US. and Canado 
& Caicos for only $995 p.p.! 888-348-2628 


“quad cabin, Sept-Dec. 2001 WWW. AQO!ESSOT!. com 
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KONA, HAWAII PaLAu RED SEA SOLOMON ISLANDS TRUK LAGOON Turks & CAICOS 


Ph: 985-385-2628 -» Fax: 985-384-0817 . PO. Box 1470 Morgan City, LA 70381 « E-mail: diver@aggressor.com 
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Diver's inferno, Kona, Hawaii 


Photo/Doug Perrine, Seapics 
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35 ADVANCED UNDERWATER CAMERA SYSTEMS 
If pointing and shooting isn’t producing the jaw-dropping images you 
hoped for, then JACK AND SUE DRAFAHL suggest an equipment upgrade. 


42 MOONLIGHTING IN BONAIRE 
While you were sleeping, Ty SAWYER went lurking about in the darkened 
waters off Bonaire and discovered a brilliant world cloaked in black. 


53 RING OF FIRE 

94 HAWAII—DIVING IN FIREWATER! 

FRED GARTH survives the hottest (2,000°F) dive on the planet. 
38 PAPUA NEW GUINEA—IN THE SHADOW OF TUVURVUR 

AsTRID WiTTE MAHANEY AND CASEY MAHANEY explore a new frontier. 
61 THAILAND RISING 

MARK STRICKLAND’S heart is captured by the exotic Andaman Sea. 
64 INDONESIA—GROUND ZERO 

DENISE NIELSEN TACKETT AND LARRY TACKETT discover a land of contrasts. 
68 BORNEO—IN AN ECO-OVERFLOW 

DouG PERRINE and ERIC HANAUER get swept up in a living tide. 


78 THE DIVER’S SANDBOX—OFF THE WALL ADVENTURES IN LITTLE CAYMAN 
Bloody Bay Wall gets all the attention, but MARTY SNYDERMAN reveals the 
secrets hiding in the sandy patches of reef that most divers miss on their 
way to the main attraction. 
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Get it at Skin Diver Online ~ www.skin-diver.com 
e Find out how to participate in the Los Cabos Summer Dive Fiesta. 

e Learn about the Roatan U/W Photo/Video Championship. 

e Register to win dive trips. 
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Skin Diver ON LOCATION 


HAWAII, PAPUA NEW 
GUINEA, INDONESIA, 
THAILAND ,BORNEO 
The earth is a mosaic of 
tectonic plates sur- 
rounding a fiery core. 
As the earth rotates, the 
liquid layer of the core 
spins, creating a need for relief. Volcanoes 
provide ventilation, and the worlds most 
active volcanoes encircle the Pacific Basin, 
forming the “Ring of Fire.” The magma flowing 
from their peaks adds to the earth's crust, both 
above and below the sea. Hawaii, Papua New 
Guinea, Indonesia, Thailand and the island of 
Borneo were all born of this fire. But volcan- 
ism not only creates land mass, it also leaves 
fertile soils, mineral deposits and geothermal 
activity—the perfect platform for life. Under- 
water, these structures provide incredibie div- 
ing experiences. 

To begin Skin Divers journey around the Ring 
of Fire, we alight in Thailand's Andaman Sea. It 
thrives with cuttlefish, moray eels, Zebra Sharks 
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and colorful corals. Topside, it's surrounded by a 
rich culture famous for its smiling people. 

South and east of Thailand is the island of 
Borneo. On the north side, in the Malaysian 
State of Sabah, we encounter Bumphead Parrot- 
fish, Manta Rays, Gray Reef Sharks and incred- 
ible shipwrecks. 

Stretching in all directions to the south are 
the 13,000 islands of Indonesia. Dives off Bali, 
Komodo, Irian Jaya, Sangihe and Lembeh 
Strait feature everything from Harlequin 
Shrimp to Black-tipped Sharks. Above water 
are smoking volcanoes, mangroves, rain 
forests and snow-covered mountains—an all- 
inclusive terrestrial experience. 

We then venture over to Papua New Guinea 
and hear the rumbling of Tuvurvur. Its lava has 
recently spilled over, leaving a town to rebuild. 
Offshore, rich waters cradle reefs laden with Rib- 
bontail Eels, Caledonian Stingers and more. 

At the hub of it all are the Hawaiian Islands. 
Off the Big Island, hot magma falls into cool 
waters, and makes for a dive that truly sizzles. 

To explore the Ring of Fire, turn to page 53. 





BONAIRE Get out 
of bed, sleepy 
head. Skin Diver 
editor, Ty Sawyer 
is diving from 
dusk til dawn, and 
you won't want to miss it. Bonaire's dark waters 
glow with bioluminescent creatures. Discover 
the gladiators of the sand, their wily ways and 
why Ty is already planning a return trip. 
Join us for moonlit dives, on page 42. 


~ “Stiaire 





7 LITTLE CAYMAN 

gi Bloody Bay Wall is 

“1 not all this diving 

mae mainstay has to 

aiws4 Offer. Lucas Ledges, 

~ Splitzville and 

Rockhouse are sites begging for attention. And, 

Eagle Rays, Southern Stingrays and Fiying 

Gurnards pilfer through the sand at Jackson Bight 

amidst Green Rope Sponges and purple seafans. 

Get off the wall and into the Diver's Sandbox 
on page 78. 
































WHEN ASKED TO RECALL A UNIQUE EXPE- 
rience in his current homeland of 
Thailand, MARK STRICKLAND said, “In 
an outdoor cafe, savoring my first Thai 
sunset, I sat down to a bowl of seafood 
soup. With the first spoonful, flames 
spread over my sunburned lips, the hic- 
cups started and beads of sweat tickled 
my forehead. Then a terrific shrieking 
came from the tree overhead. Some- 
one’s pet monkey had escaped and was 
amusing itself at my expense. The 
locals roared with laughter, and I had to 
chuckle too—I'd just experienced din- 
ner and entertainment, Thai style!” = 
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PEOPLE HAVE A HARD TIME FIGURING OUT 
DouG PERRINE'’s accent. Currently a resi- 
dent of Hawaii, he previously lived in 
Miami, Grand Cayman, the Bahamas, 
Pohnpei and Morocco. But sit him 
down with folks from the Lone Star 
State and the native Texas drawl starts to 
resurface. And, on the eve of the presi- 
dential elections, Perrine successfully re- 
ceived former Texas governor George W. 
Bush's approval for a sanctuary for the 
endangered Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtles in 
Texas waters. A true victory for marine 
conservationists everywhere. ** 
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Twice the fun... 













You won't find a better diving value. We provide an exciting package 
at about half the cost of most other live-aboard dive trips. We include: 
© food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 
© accommodations © tanks © weight belts 
On a typical trip to the Bahamas you will be able to enjoy: 
© 3 dives a day @ island exploration © fishing © sailing 
© shell collecting © out island nightlife © lobster hunts 
© virgin diving © lazy days 


fica 


Write or 
call: ie 


CRUISES 


P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami, FL 33266 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 °(305) 888-1226 ®Fax (305) 884-4214 
http://www.blackbeard-cruises.comee-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
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| editorial 


THE PACIFIC RIM HAS BEEN BURNING AND RUMBLING FOR EONS. 
Most of the islands and countries, from Hawaii through the 
Indo-Pacific, owe their very existence to upheavals of the 
Earth’s molten core. This volcanic activity continues to 
change the topography in dramatic outpourings of hot 
magma, even today—especially at places such as the Kona 
coast of Hawaii, Sangihe Island of Indonesia and the 
smoking mountains of Papua New Guinea. 


Scientists believe this latter part of the world to be the 





nexus of marine life, ground zero. For divers, this means a 

mind-boggling variety of just about everything that lives 
under the sea, and in concentrations that will cause your inner diver to shake his head in 
disbelief. Much of the region (particularly Indonesia, Malaysia and Papua New Guinea) remains 
unexplored, making this one of the true last frontiers for divers. 

For our writers, these destinations represent a lifetime of longing. In pursuit of his Hawaii 
story, writer Fred Garth came face to face with the hot 
stuff, which he vividly described as “...hemorrhaging 

Th eC H of /O 1) eC terra firma...” and the “freakiest” thing he’s ever done 
| while diving (for Fred, that’s quite a statement). 
Astrid Witte Mahaney and Casey Mahaney finally 
gave in to their ultimate journey desires and came away breathless and unsated after experi- 
encing the raw wilderness of Papua New Guinea's offshore wonderland. And Denise Nielsen 
Tackett and Larry Tackett now spend more time exploring remote and untouched spits of sand 
and coconut palm throughout Indonesia than they do at their home in West Virginia. I’m sure 
their permanent change of address will cross my desk soon. Their story spills over with exotic 
encounters from Komodo, Bali, Irian Jaya, Lembeh Strait and Sangihe Island, including diving 
over volcanic bubbling sands off Mahangetang. Finally, dive writer and inveterate explorer, 
Doug Perrine, takes us on a journey through Malaysian Borneo worthy of dive worship. 
For diving off Sipadan, Layang Layang, Mabul and Labuan is like passing through the pearly 
gates into the good place. 

Speaking of good places, I got the chance to explore Bonaire in a new “light.” Since diving 
freedom and 24-hour access to its reefs are its claim to fame, my buddy and I decided we would 
dive only from dusk to dawn. Yep, a whole trip of night diving. What was it like? Well, both 
exhilarating and strange. But one thing is for certain: The reef doesn’t sleep at night. And, 
really, what good is all that sleep when you could be diving? = 


Ty SAWYER, EDITOR 
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the Dancer Fleet 
vessel of your choice. 
Please return the original of this ' < 
ad at the time of reservation. PRet , Evening turndown bed service 
No ad...no discount. : ; q Veaae ff ; bi 
Offer expires 8/31/2001 ér."9 | orning coffee service to your cabin 
One ad per person “te or We) Plush terry bathrobes for use onboard 
elf wefan © Hair dryers (except Sea) 


Gourmet dining with morning 
& afternoon snacks 


Fresh room towels daily & towels 
after every dive 


Dive platform assistance 

Daily E-6 processing 

24-hour a day service from our 
professional crew 


Air conditioning throughout staterooms 
and all common areas 
(Antares - staterooms only) 


Private ensuite bathrooms 
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a oie d Hot fresh water showers (bathtubs - Star] 
= Ld : Audio/video entertainment centers 

ti CLs Photo and video labs with 
Ps ictubicey light and work tables 

just wait Open air sundecks w/covered areas 

fill yeu Wide stern dive platforms with 2 exit lad- 
7 ders & fresh water showers (except Antares) 






gee our Rigid deco bars (except Sun, Sky & Antares) 
Fresh water equipment/camera rinse 





¢ Airport transfers 
Breakfast, lunch and dinner, plus snacks 
Non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages 
Up to four or five dives daily 
Filled tanks, weights and weightbelt 





5723 NW 158th Street / Miami Lakes / Florida 33014 
Local Phone: 305-669-9391 © Fax: 305-669-9475 fetel=).4 -1-1e) 


800-9-DANCER Work Hard. 


SM 
e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com Dive Easy. 


¢ Grand Turk * Providenciales * Belize * Galapagos Islands * Los Roques * Silver Bank * Palau * Papua New Guinea 


Photography Credits: S. Frink, T. Peluso, R. Frehsee, R. Ferguson 
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eefMaster offers unrated 
expandability; start with just the 
camera and add on, or get a complete 
system like the PRO Set or the new 
dual external flash MAXX. 


ReefMaster CL ReefMaster RC 


Compact and lightweight. 
Fully expandable with 

all SeaLife accessories. 

F 5.6 lens 1/125 shutter 
speed. $149* 


Slip proof rubber armored 
housing, rugged and fully 
expandable with all SeaLife 
accessories. F 3.5 lens 1/140 
shutter speed with color 
corrected flash. $189* 


Pioneer Research 


97 Foster Road, Suite 5 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 USA 


ReefMaster PRO Set 


Includes RC Camera, 3X 
MACRO Lens / Underwater 
Filter, External Flash and 
Dive Travel Carry Case. 


ReefMaster MAXX 


Includes RC Camera, 3X MACRO Lens / Underwater Filter, 
2 External Flashes and Hard Dive Travel Carry Case. $729* 


$419* 
*Suggested List Price. 


» “ReefMaster 


1-800-257-7742 « Fax: (856)-866-8615 www.sealife-cameras.com e e-mail: info@pioneer-research.com 
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Beg n n € r, Am ate U r, O r Pro Auto35 housing and Superview 35mm 
Film, Digital, or Video is 


Start with point and shoot, when you 







want to expand your photographic 
Want to take underwater photographs? capabilities add the optional Macro Kit 


Ikelite has the tools to help you capture or Substrobe /A35. 
the moment and turn it into an image 
that will live forever. Our Auto35 requires 
no experience, simply point and shoot for 


great prints. If you shoot with a digital Digital Housing Models for: 


camera we offer housings and digital Dein 
ympus 

strobes designed to work with digital Seay 
cameras, even those using preflash. The — Kodak 
Canon 


Ikelite SLR-AF case houses some of the 


lkelite Substrobes: 
Substrobe A35 
Substrobe 50 
Substrobe DS50 
Substrobe IOO 
Substrobe DS125 
Substrobe 200 
Substrobe 4OO 


ikelite 


underwater systems 
50 W. 33rd. Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46208 
317-923-4523 

DM 4200 is an underwater digital 


as rm ener Reena mene renee eee light and flash meter. Meter the 
worlds most sophisticated 35mm cameras available light so camera and strobes 


can be set to balance your lighting for 





For additional information and lenses. Our Substrobes and digital 


contact your local dive shop or spectacular color. 


Teelite for a hebrentalna’ light meter help you achieve that perfect 
balanced lighting for spectacular color. If 
its underwater video you want, no one 


houses more models of video cameras 
Housings for over |OO 


than Ikelite. Add one of our video lights to models of Sony and 
JVC camcorders. 


capture the rainbow of colors found in the ara 1 
oose trom 3 models 


underwater world. of video lighting systems. 
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ome people are born with it—ambition, drive, an 
overwhelming desire to succeed. For others it’s 
the insatiable itch to push the limits. 

Recently, Ronny Frimann, a Norwegian diver, got the 
itch. So he looked up diving world records and found 
one he thought would be easy to break—the longest 
time spent underwater on scuba. He rounded up some 
sponsors, got a tank of water and 
plopped it down in the middle of the 
Oslo Spektrum (Oslo, Norway) dur- 
ing the International Photo Trade 













c: Over 50 timer under vann! 


Frimann was all smiles after emerging from the water. 


Fair, “Photography 2001.” After all, what good’s break- 
ing a record if nobody sees you do it? 

On March 15, a few minutes before Frimann slipped 
into the water, he felt the first pangs of regret. 

“T was sure that the record would be easy to beat,” 
said Frimann. “But when I got into my gear, I regretted 
agreeing to the attempt.” The itch, it seemed, had been 
scratched. But he sucked it up, and in he went. 

And there he was, in a fishbowl, people gathering 
around, some with their faces pressed to the glass, some 
sitting cross-legged and sipping hot coffee, no doubt 
sharing commentary with each other. 

“How long’s he been in there?” 

“Not even an hour.” 

“How much longer ’til he can get out?” 

“About 50 hours.” 


S 7 ACR K 
Wz 


——— 
_ Break out the chain mail! The Dis- 
overy Channel’s Shark Week blasts 
out of the water and back onto TV 
creens this August 12-19. It’s a week 
overflowing with exciting shark 








showcases 
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action, up-close shark adventures 
with host Nigel Marven and a shark 
show like nothing you've ever seen. 
Kicking off the week on August 12, 
Air Jaws: Sharks of South Africa 
recently-filmed, 
dropping footage of huge Great 
White Sharks taking to the air—lit- 
erally launching themselves some 15 


“Two days?” 
“Yeah.” 
“Oh.”—“What if he has to pee?” 

“Hmmm...” 

He strapped on 50 pounds of scuba gear to battle 
through 51 hours and 4 minutes of being sweaty, wet 
and cold, and didn’t jump out screaming. At one point, 
Frimann actually attempted to get a little shut-eye. 

“T just wanted to sleep, but laying down on the 
tank hurt,” Frimann said. “The first night I slept a few 
hours, but not as much as I had hoped. Time seemed to 
stand still.” 

Without any restful sleep, by the second day Frimann 
began hallucinating. 


A Helluva Itch 


“The strange dreams came often. And lots of times I 
had out-of-body experiences.” 

Witnesses can verify those did not include out-of- 
water experiences. 

But time wasn’t standing still, and Ronny Frimann 
eventually emerged from his fishbowl more than two 
days later, feeling exhilarated and successful. 

“T felt like I was in heaven,” Frimann recalled. “A new 
world record was mine. The mask was removed, and I 
could breath normal again.” 

So in the end, was it all worth it? 

“Although the attempt was a big challenge, which | 
completed, there’s one thing I’m sure of: I'll NEVER do 
it again.” 

Bite your tongue. Frimann’s next itch will be 
scratched by attempting the strongest current dive ever 
(approximately 29 miles per hour) in Saltstraumen, 
Bodo, Norway. He will jump from a helicopter, down 
into the whirlpool, where he'll be sucked to the bottom, 
then he plans to hang on for a 1.24 mile ride. 

He needs an ointment for that itch. 


—Tiffany H. Carey 
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he Museum of Skin- 
diving History, opened 
to the public on July 
14, 2001, in Huntington 
Beach, California. 
Housed in a wing of the 
International Surfing 
Museum, the museum’s 
exhibits feature vintage 
skindiving equipment, 
early film, still pho- 
tographs and video of the 
sport's pioneers. 

The museum is the 
brainchild of Ron Mul- 
lins of San Clemente and 
Vance Carriere of Long 
Beach. Both 
avid students 
of the sport’s 
history, they 
realized they 
weren't alone 
ia 1 last —_—syear. 
a MP 4 According to 
/ Carriere, a 

Miimela few local 
TAT mpenim divers threw 
what was to 
be a small party honoring the 
sport’s pioneers. “We had more 
than 700 people show up, from as 
far away as South Africa, Australia, 
Europe and the Middle East,” he 
says. “With that level of interest, 
the next logical step was to create a 
permanent exhibit.” 

Carriere added that the museum 
will be an ongoing endeavor, con- 
tinually growing and evolving. 
“We're still video taping interviews 
of early pioneers, and several people 
have contacted us with rare and 
unusual artifacts and film footage.” 

The museum and its parent, the 
Society for the Preservation of Skin- 
diving History, are nonprofit organi- 
zations run exclusively by volunteers. 


















































oe tatiy times have 

you heard about all 7 

the underwater pho- Second Place, Curagao Photo Competition. 
tography competitions taking place all over the world and you avoid entering 
because you think you aren’t taking photographs that are good enough for a 
competition? In fact, a large number of novice and amateur U/W photographers 
have won a large number of competitions. In 1999, Patti Baugh won Best of Show 
at the 18th Annual Beach Photo Competition sponsored by the Northern Cali- 
fornia Underwater Photographic Society. At the 
same competition last year, Marilyn Walker, won 
Best of Show. Walker was a novice as well. 

As an avid U/W photographer and competi- 
tion junkie, I’ve learned a few things about suc- 
ceeding in my photography and in the competi- 
tions that I'd like to share with you. 

° Know your equipment and its limitations. 
Best of Show, 18th Annual ° Do an exposure test in confined water, record 
Beach Photo Competition. _ the results. Figure out the compensation for ocean 
open water, or shoot the same subject on three 
consecutive f/stops in the ocean and use the best exposure that you achieved 
(bracket). Remember what exposures provide the best results, record them and 
carry them with you. 
* Shoot, shoot, shoot! When you find a good subject, shoot as many frames as 
possible. This is the way professionals get their best shots, too. 
¢ If you're not having much luck on your own, find a good instructor to tell you 
a few tricks. Even professionals continue to be coached. 
* Judges like to see the following merits: good exposure, pleasant composition, 
no backscatter and isolation of the main subject. 

Imitating winning shots can help novices create their own style and tech- 
niques, while improving their photography. Do not be afraid to get out there. 
The experience and camaraderie that exists in a group of U/W photographers is 
unforgettable. —AlI Huelga 
Try your luck at the Roatan Photo Competition. For more, visit at www.skin-diver.com. 
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For information, call (877) SWIM-FIN 
or visit www.skindivinghistory.com. 


SKIN DIVER AUGUST 2001 17 





BREATHE EASY-25 LOW-PROFIL! GOMPACT REGS 





Readers Speak Out 


MASTERCLASS 
t to Slawp Phe ou 


Getting Cheeky 
We are a group of 20- and 30- sec 
somethings in NYC who enjoy Mijgmatfenti sia te 
diving as a group. We were really 7 oo oO 
offended by your choice of the gage aenang 
cover photo for May—what’s up wa 
with the girl in the tiny bikini with 
both butt cheeks hanging out? Surely scuba is an awesome 
enough sport to sell itself; it doesn’t need the same sexism so 
ubiquitous in other ads connected with it. Please stop 
perpetuating tired, old stereotypes of women and rethink 
your photo layouts! —Lili Berley, via e-mail 


SEDUCED 
BY THE VIRGINS 
Tho Ulttnate USV! Dive Guide 


Dude, Nice Shot 

I have been impressed with your magazine since I started 
reading it. Iam particularly impressed with the photos 
your staff manages to provide each month. Take the May 
2001 issue. For starters, the cover shot is magnificent! Ex- 
cellent in every way except one. I can’t seem to get past the 
cover for some reason. Is there any way to get that picture 
without all those words cluttering up the view? I’m having 








a real hard time checking out the the dolphin...errr, I 
mean dolphins. —Anthony James, Perrysburg, Ohio 


Some Things Are Worth Waiting For 

In the recent Skin Diver (May 2001) there was a call for 
divers to oppose the ban on shark feeding. Although I have 
never taken part in a shark feeding dive, they are probably 
safe given the large number that have occurred over the 
years. However, just because they are safe does not make it 
correct. We teach divers not to harass other sea creatures 
and to never touch the coral. But when it comes to sharks 
and some other elusive sea creatures, we apply a different 
set of rules. 

So, why do we have shark feeding dives in the first place? 
Quite simply, because many divers are not patient enough 
to find this elusive creature on its own terms. If you want to 
see a shark upclose, be patient, the experience of seeing one 
on your own will be far more gratifying than having one 
baited for you. | —Allen Sanderson, Salt Lake City, Utah 


Editor’s note: The correct tele- 
phone number for Manta Ray 
Bay Hotel and Yap Divers (June 
2001, Micronesia Guide) is B® 
(011) 691-350-2300.> : 





Tell us what you think. Send your thoughts by e-mail to skindiver@emapusa.com, the website at www.skin-diver.com or via snail-mail to 
Letters to the Editor, Skin Diver, 6420 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90048. 


PARKWAY 
ST Panini 


equipment 

regulator type 

serial number 
interstage pressure : 


parkway stealth 
003056 
8.9 bar. (surface/static| 


condilions of test 
ambient temperature: 
hp supply pressure : 
lidal volume 


eO.0c 

50 bar.g 
2.50 litre 
25.42 bom 
lelation rate 


exhale pressure anes 
ext work of breathing 


posinhalework = Q.01 J/I 


pressure - volume diagram at depth of: 49.2 msw [161 fsw! 


exhale 


|.800.587.2e8ee2 
www.parkwayscuba.com 


inhale 
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‘The Stealth is the BEST” 


and the tests prove if! 
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WE'RE WATC 
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DIVERS ALERT NETWORK (DAN®) — 
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 


DAN members receive 


exclusive dive & travel benefits. 


www.diversalertnetwork.org 


To join today, call 1-877-595-0625 | 


Divers Alert Network is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization associated with Duke University Medical Center. PRIORITY CODE: 999SDLP 
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Little Cayman’s most luxurious address for the world’s most elite dive vacations. Luxurious beachfront condominiums with private balcony, 
swimming pool, full-service dive operation on site. 


Toll Free: 800-791-7911 


Visit our new website at 
www.conchclub.com 


800-327-3835 or bestdiving@reefseas.com or On Island: 345-948-2265 Fax: 345-948-2260 
E-mail: bracarib@candw.ky 
www.brac-caribbean.com 











Award winning resort and dive operation offers world class diving, ocean view We know you're on vacation, and we will pamper you with spectacular 
rooms, pool, jacuzzi, photo shop on premise and more. diving made easy by our courteous, accommodating staff. With 

it ; 5 custom dive boats and three to four scheduled dives per day, the 

Visit our new website at www.bracreef.com best of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman is but a giant stride away! 


800-327-3835 1-800-367-3484 


www.diviresorts.com 








The Southern Cross Club’s 11 air-conditioned beachfront cottages are Best value in the Panbbeai: Charming Scesniront villas 
spread over 800 feet of white-sand beach. World lal ae ie sport (with kitchenettes), award winning diving operation, restaurant and bar. 
fishing, outstanding cuisine and a great international staff complement ; 2. 
this rare and beautiful resort. Maximum of 12 divers per dive boat. Toll pri’ 877 3-CAYMAN 
Spoil yourself, you deserve it. E-mail: iggy@candw.ky 
US Reservations: 800-899-2582 or (619) 563-0017 eid oe i ruib cal 


www.southerncrossclub.com 


Whether it’s spectacular world-class diving, or just relaxing in a Serene, remote resort — The Sister Islands 
of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman offer you a variety of full-service options. From dive expeditions and 
lodging, to air travel and restaurants. We're committed to making sure that you experience the best 
all-around vacation. And we promise, you can have it all! Call the participating members for information 
on accommodations and travel. 


www.divecayman.ky www-sisterislands.com 
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All new luxury condominium dive resort. Located on a beautiful 
sandy beach just minutes from world class diving. Swimming pool. 
On Island 345-948-1121 
Fax 345-948-1122 


E-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 
www.caribsands.com 





Island hop with Island Air to Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. 
Prices start at US $110 return. 


Tel: 345-949-5252 
Book your ticket online at: 
www.|slandAirCayman.com 


ae >) 


Cayman Brac & Little Cayman. 











With your first step into our 737-200 jet, you'll begin to experience 
the beauty and warmth of the Cayman Islands. As the national flag 
carrier, Cayman Airways offers convenient schedules from four 
U.S. gateways: Houston, Tampa, Orlando and Miami. 

For more information and reservations, 


call 1-800-G-CAYMAN 





men 











Voted best dive resort, best dive operation, best restaurant, 
and best staff by our most important critics...our guests. 


Visit our New web site at 
www.littlecayman.com 


800-327-3835 








Flexible dive schedules, boat dives, unlimited shore diving, 


optional night diving. Observe brilliantly colored coral reef formations 


teeming with marine life, descend down dramatic walls into an 

azure blue ocean, explore caves and caverns. Above water enjoy 

our Cayman hospitality...relax in a hammock at our seaside bar; 
or explore the island on a bike. 


800-626-0496 or 345-948-0026; Fax 345-948-0057 


E-mail: mccoy@candw.ky; www. mccoyslodge.com.ky 








&SITA 


Eat, sleep and dive from a floating dive resort, Cayman Aggressor IV. 
This new 110’ live-aboard dives Grand Cayman, weather permitting, 
Little Cayman and Cayman Brac. She features nine staterooms 
w/private head and shower, onboard photo lab. Seven day charters 
include accommodations, airport transfers, meals, tanks and weights. 
Unlimited diving from the vessel. 


(US & Canada) 800-348-2628 / 985-385-2628 


E-mail: info@aggressor.com; www.aggressor.com 





CAYMAN BRAC 
SISTER ISLANDS TOURISM ASSOCIATION 

i i] 
LITTLE CAYMAN 


ISLANDS 


Grand Cayman + Cayman Brac ¢ Little Cayman 
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It is predicted that in 50 years from now, the percentage of people 
living in water-stressed countries will increase fivefold. 

Having enough water suitable for human needs will 

be a key concern for their existence. 


LAST MARCH, THE WORLD HEALTH 
Organization (WHO) marked World 
Water Day with a sobering report card. 
The WHO revealed that 1.1 billion 
people are without clean water, and 2.4 
billion are without adequate sanitation. 
This alone is cause for concern, but the 
truly dispiriting aspect of the report is 
that these figures remain unchanged 
from a decade ago. 

Despite a host of technological ad- 
vances that have given us many new 
and ingenious tools to help conserve 
water, in many places we continue to 
act as if water were an infinitely plenti- 
ful resource. That is why conserving 
water requires more than a technolog- 
ical fix. It requires a revolution in 
thinking. And the time for that revolu- 
tion is now. 

Water is scarce to begin with. Only a 
fraction of one percent of the water on 
this planet is fresh water suitable for 
human needs. Of that, between 70 and 
90 percent is used in agriculture, where 
much of it goes to waste due to ineffi- 
cient irrigation methods. 

In fact, waste permeates our ap- 
proach to water. In their book, Natural 
Capitalism, Paul Hawken, Amory 
Lovins and L. Hunter Lovins pinpoint 
leaky urban delivery systems that 
squander vast amounts of water—one- 
third in Bombay and one-half in Mani- 
la. They expose depleted aquifers that 
actually draw contaminants toward 
overpumped wells in California’s Cen- 
tral Valley. And they draw attention to 
the absurdity of a system that purifies 
water to drinking-quality levels, then 
uses it to flush waste down a toilet. 

Social inequities make safe water 
even scarcer, especially in the develop- 
ing world. According to The World’s 
Water, 1998-99, by Peter Glieck, only 46 
percent of Africa’s population enjoys 


Photo/Lionel Pozz 








access to safe drinking water. In Asia, 
the percentage is higher, around 80 
percent, but that still means that, in 
raw numbers, some 620 million peo- 
ple go without. 

Sanitation is even worse. Only 34 
percent of people in the developing 
world have access to safe sanitation fa- 
cilities, and in Asia and the Pacific, the 
number dips to 29 percent. The future 
is not rosy. According to the group, 
Population Action International, the 
percentage of people living in water- 
stressed countries will increase five- 
fold by 2050—even with a strong re- 
duction in the birth rate. 

What is the solution? Conservation, 
of course. To a significant degree, this 


tenance, auto insurance, air pollution 
abatement, oil spill remediation, and 
man-hours wasted in traffic are actual- 
ly hidden costs of gasoline. 

In the same way, water costs are of- 
ten “socialized.” Clearly, we need to 
change our concept of water, from 
infinite to finite resource. Now, some 
suggest that the easiest way to speed 
this process is to make water a com- 
modity: to value it according to its real 
social costs and put it on the market, 
where its price will fluctuate according 
to the law of supply and demand. 

This initiative is useful as a way of 
encouraging those in reduced circum- 
stances to spend even less on water. 
But unless regulated with a social con- 


...some suggest [we] make water a 
commodity: value it according to its 
social costs and put it on the market... 


solution is reflected in a variety of 
technical applications that have 
emerged over the last decade. As 
Hawken and the Lovins note, subsur- 
face drip irrigation, as pioneered in Is- 
rael, reduces water use in certain types 
of agricultural applications by up to 60 
percent. Low-flow nozzles on domes- 
tic showerheads pump only an eighth 
of their former cascade, with better 
performance. And in some places, tra- 
ditional sewage treatment plants, 
which pollute effluent with chemicals 
in order to cleanse it of pathogens, are 
giving way to biological methods using 
beneficial bacteria as the active agent 
of purification. 

Large industries are saving water, too. 
A major cola company is cleaning its 
cans with air instead of water, cutting its 
rinsewater use by nearly 80 percent. 
Advances such as this have enabled the 
average American to cut water use by 20 
percent in the last two decades. 

Why isn’t more being done? Because 
resource industries are often heavily 
subsidized. The true costs of resource 
consumption are hidden from con- 
sumers. Subsidies keep prices artifi- 
cially low at the sales end, shifting the 
immense social costs onto taxpayers. 
The average commuter, for example, 
doesn't always realize that road main- 


science, such a system could degener- 
ate into the worst kind of profiteering. 

Water is precious and should be 
treated as such. But it is part of the 
global commons, and must be avail- 
able in quantity not only for human 
consumption, but for the biosphere. 
The maintenance of wetlands, rivers 
and other water-based ecosystems is 
vitally important to our survival and 
the survival of the countless organisms 
that make up the web of life. 

The solution to our impending wa- 
ter crisis is complex. It involves a new 
synthesis of technology, economics 
and ethics. In some ways, I believe it is 
more about slowing our population 
growth rate and respecting lands and 
forests than it is about devising stingy 
new faucets—by the time we are con- 
fronted with the question of whether 
to turn on a spigot or not, the impact 
on the world’s water has already been 
felt. The forest has been cut, the dam 
has been built, the pipes have been 
installed. Our challenge is to begin our 
conservation efforts further upstream, 
in the mind. = 


Editor’s note: In Cousteau’s article 
“Before Ice Melts” (May 2001), the 
photo caption should have read 
Antarctic not Arctic. 





GET YOUR 


FEET WET 
IN BONAIRE. 


There’s just something wonderfully 
exotic about vacationing in Bonaire. 
And it’s never been easier to get 
there. Because now, American Eagle 
offers three nonstop flights every 
week from our hub in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. Bonaire, one of the 
premier dive destinations in the 
world, is also known for its world- 
class windsurfing and fascinating 
wildlife. For reservations, call your 
Travel Agent or American at 
1-800-433-7300. Or log into AYa.com 
to purchase tickets online. And get 
ready for a vacation that’s anything 
but typical. 


Airlines: 


member of homeworld 


American Airlines, American Eagle and AA.com are 
marks of American Airlines, Inc. American Eagle 
is American’s regional airline affiliate. Schedules are 
subject to change without notice. 
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Roatan ¢ Bay Islands * 2 
Honduras | 


DIVE THE WORLD'S 
SECOND LARGEST 


BARRIER REEF 
Roatan, the Bay Islands of Honduras 


PADI GOLD PALM 5 STAR 


INSTRUCTOR 


nen Ae a 


DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

Anthony's Key Resort is able to certify divers from 
Open Water all the way to Instructor's level. There — 
is a full staff of PADI instructors available, to — 
enable guests to commence classes daily. IDC's — 
are scheduled throughout the calendar year. : 


THE MOST MODERN 

D VE BOAT FLEET IN THE 
CARIBBEAN 

Our new Pro 42' Custom Dive boats with 4 
knowledgeable dive masters will take you to the © 
best dive sites. We also have 4 Pro 48’ custom 


dive boats for special excursions to remote 
sites. 


THE AGUILA 
The “Aguila” ran freight between Puerto Cortes, © 
Honduras and the Caribbean; itran ashore inthe — 
Utila keys during one of its voyages. The 

"Aguila" now rests in 100’ of water behind ~ 
Bailey's Key, only a two-minute boats ride | 
from the dock! , 


os 
4 


otters Dolphin ive and snorkel 
programs for kids and adults. 
Student group research facilities are 
available as well. 


include SASY (Supplied Air Snorkeling for Youths), Bubblemakers — kids 
get to experience the thrill of Scuba diving, and PADI Jr. Open Water 
Certification for kids 10-12. 


AR | D | t + Cc I< t i 2 f ¥ | [ is an 
Full Service photo facility and dive shop, recompression chamber, 
horseback riding, kayaking, free entrance to the Roatan museum. 


CALL BAHIA TOURS, INC. 
FOR RESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION: 
800-22 /-3483 
Tel: 954.929.0090/Fax:954.922.7478 
e-mail: akr@anthonyskey.com 


HTTP://WWW.ANTHONYSKEY.COM 

















Creating a Lens Package for 


an SLR System 


BY MARTY SNYDERMAN 





| am going to put my Nikon F5 camera into a housing, but | am not sure what 





lenses | should get. Can you advise? —Joe S., Tampa, FL 






























For this wide-angle shot of a diver and seafan 
(above), using a 24 mm or a 20 mm lens is 
effective. Lenses such as 105 mm and 60 mm are 
excellent for macro shots, like this one 
of feeding coral polyps (right). 





TRADITIONAL THINKING SUGGESTS THAT JOE DOUBLES 
the focal length of his lenses as he puts his camera 
system together. Hypothetically, this means that if he 
starts with a 50 mm lens, the next lens he acquires 
should either be a 25 mm lens or a 100 mm lens. 
Once he has both of those lenses, he would want to 
try a 12.5 mm lens and a 200 mm lens. 

Of course this plan is just a generalized guideline. 
The lenses made by various manufacturers don’t 
always exactly double or halve in focal length. For 
example, Nikon makes 14 mm, 18 mm, 20 mm, 24 
mm, 28 mm, 35 mm, 60 mm, 105 mm and 200 mm 
prime lenses, so there is no perfect, all-encompass- 
ing doubling path. But coming close to doubling or 
halving focal length has a lot to do with flexibility of 
lens selection and the sizes of subjects that can be 
photographed well. 

Getting started with a lens that is well-suited for 
photographing subjects the size of lobsters and 
typical reef fish means buying a lens with a focal 
length of roughly 50 mm to 60 mm. The exact focal 
length in this range depends upon what choices are 
offered by the manufacturer of a specific camera. 
For Joe’s Nikon, a 60 mm, f/2.8 macro lens with 
auto-focus capability is an excellent choice. This 
lens is ideal for filling a frame 
with subjects that range in size 
from just over an inch long to 
that of a typical squirrelfish. 

Once Joe becomes comfort- 
able using a 60 mm lens, he 
might want to consider trying a 
lens with a slightly longer focal 
length, such as a 105 mm lens, 
in order to work with small, 
skittish subjects like gobies and 
jawfish. In theory, it is possible 
to get great shots of these 
subjects with a 60 mm lens, but 
in real life trying to do so often 
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proves to be an exercise in 
frustration. A 105 mm lens 
will enable Joe to fill his 
frame with a three- or four- 
inch-long goby from farther 
away than he can with a 
60 mm lens. 

Perhaps Joe would prefer 
to try shooting larger, wide- 
angle subjects like seascapes 
or animals the size of Blue 
Sharks and sea lions. In that 
case, either a 24 mm lens or 
a 20 mm lens is a good place 
to start. Both of these lenses 
will require a diopter to 
optimize their optical per- 
formance behind most 
dome ports. 

Joe should consider 
going with 60 mm lens for 
macro work and a 20 mm 
with the suggested diopter, 
or 24 mm lens with a 
diopter for his wide-angle 
work if he is limited by a 
budget. But if he can afford 
it, I think Joe should 
consider a Nikon 70 mm to 


180 mm macro zoom for 
his close-up work (though 


he won't be able to re- 
produce at a 1:1 ratio over 
the full range of the lens), 
a Nikon 24 mm to 50 mm 
for medium format, and a 
17 mm to 35 mm zoom for 


wide-angle. And, Joe 
should check with his 
housing manufacturer 
before buying zoom 
lenses to be sure the 
ports and gears necessary 
are available. 
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FILM COMES IN ALL DIFFERENT TYPES. HERE 
are some things that you will want to 
know before buying film. 

Film comes in different sizes. The larger 
the size of an individual frame in the roll 
of film (not the number of exposures on 
EM ce) UO Pam Ua lcm eelesccmbbebcesmost-nuteveumactcmmaelaes) 
can capture. More information translates 
into more detail and a better rendition of 
the recorded subject in your shot. 

The size of the film you will need is 
totally dependent upon your camera. 
Most underwater photographers use 35 
mm film, depending on the camera. But 
some cameras are known as 110s or 
another format and require different 
print and slide films. 

Film offers different numbers of expo- 
sures. With some films you can buy 12, 24 
or 36 exposure rolls. I recommend 24 or 
36 exposure rolls for underwater work. If 
you find a good subject, it is easy to take 
that many exposures on a single dive, and 
it is too easy to run out of film when the 
action gets hot. 

Print film versus slide film. Both types 
have their use in the underwater world, 
and either type will fit into a camera of 
corresponding size. In other words, you 
can shoot both prints and slides with the 
same camera, just not on the same roll of 
film, unless you buy specialty films that 
allow that. 

Deciding what you plan to use your 
underwater images for will deter- 
mine whether or not you should 
use slide or print film. 


Different lenses capture 
different perspectives of this 
Nassau Grouper. 


Consider the speed of the film you 
select. Film speed, or ISO (Industrial 
Standards Organization), is a number 
that indicates the relative sensitivity a 
given film has to light. For example, a 
film that has an ISO of 200 is twice as 
sensitive to light as an ISO 100 speed 
film. This means that you need twice as 
much light to expose a frame of 100 ISO 
film as you will a frame of 200 ISO film. 
Fast films will not “cut through” limited 
visibility. If you can’t see something 
with your eyes underwater, your film 
has no chance to record it either, despite 
an often repeated myth to the contrary. 
As arule, there is plenty of light to work 
with during the day in the underwater 
world as long as you are diving within 
sport diving limits in reasonably good 
water conditions. Thus, relatively slow 
speed films with an ISO close to 100 
tend to work just fine. 

The advantage of slower films is that 

they have finer grain structure and 
render truer, prettier colors. So the 
slower the film speed you can get away 
with, the more audience appeal your 
pictures are likely to have. 
Why isn’t there just one kind of ISO 
100 film? Different manufacturers make 
their own films, and each film has 
its own color bias. Photograph the 
exact same subject in the exact same 
way with two different makes of film, 
and the images will look slightly 
different. There is no right or wrong, 
only different. 


WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY? 
Take an online course at Marty Snyderman’s Schoo! of Underwater Photography at www.skin-diver.com. This comprehensive course 
consists of nine interactive classes taken at your convenience. 
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For the Ultimate in Scuba 
Travel throughout the World... 
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EMAIL: Udive@ultimatedivetravel.com 
TRAVEL CHECK OUR WEB SITE: WWW.ultimatedivetravel.com 












The Titanic 


BY ELLSWORTH BOYD 


Cris KOHL OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, HAS 
written another fascinating ship- 
wreck book, Titanic: The Great Lakes 
Connections. Fans of the doomed 
White Star Liner, Titanic, might be 
surprised to learn of its close ties to 
the lakes. 

The April 1912 maiden voyage of 
the Titanic booked 1,343 passengers, 


The doomed 7itanic. 


345 of them ultimately bound for 
Great Lake cities in eight states and 
Canada. Only 128 of them survived. 
Loved ones sought the latest reports 
on the tragedy, but discovered later 
that writers from Detroit, MI, 
Dayton, OH, Milwaukee, WI, and 
other newspapers reported many 
inaccuracies. 

While Britain’s White Star Line 
built immense ships for trans-At- 
lantic service, a totally unrelated 
White Star Line operated excursion 
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steamers in the Great Lakes. Reper- 
cussions from the Titanic’s misfor- 
tune were inevitable as passenger 
bookings on this line declined for 
several seasons. 

Sinkings of other vessels were also 
compared to the Titanic, such as the 
Eastland mishap, an excursion ship 
that capsized at its dock on the Chica- 





go River in 1915. Eight hundred peo- 
ple perished in the worst disaster in 
the history of the Great Lakes. 

Jack Phillips, the Titanic’s wireless 
operator, created another Great Lakes 
tie-in by heroically remaining at his 
post, sending SOS and CDQ distress 
signals until he lost power. Asa result, 
ships around the lakes without wire- 
less communications installed them 
promptly. Shortly thereafter, the pub- 
lic—including those who lived 
around the Great Lakes—screamed 





for maritime review and reform 
based on regular ship inspections to 
ensure passenger safety. 


MAGGIE WDOWIAK, VIA THE INTERNET, 
asks if there are any laws pertaining to 
the recovery of artifacts from ship- 
wrecks in waters off New Jersey and 
New York. 

Maritime attorney 
Peter Hess of Wilm- 
ington, DE, says: 
“Tronically, more 
than a dozen years 
after the passage of 
the Abandoned 
Shipwreck Act, 
which declares that 
all abandoned 
wrecks in state wa- 
ters are the property 
of that state, New 
Jersey has yet to en- 
act any legislation 
governing its ship- 
wrecks. Although 
there are a couple of 
references to ship- 
wrecks and their 
habitat value to ma- 
rine life in the New 
Jersey Revised 
Statutes, there is no 
law prohibiting the 
salvage of artifacts from wrecks other 
than those named to the National or 
State Register of Historic Places or lo- 
cated in a state park or similar locale.” 

Hess cites Jack Full-mer of the 
New Jersey Council of Diving clubs 
as the authority on New Jersey state 
legislation, a subject that has been 
bantered about for years, but never 
resolved. Hess says that New York 
has taken a more active approach in 
the management of its historic ship- 
wrecks. Wrecks such as the Batteau 








and Rideau, wooden troop and sup- 
ply carriers sunk in Lake George in 
the French and Indian War, and the 
HMS Culloden, sunk off eastern 
Long Island, are examples of pro- 
tected sites where artifact recovery is 
prohibited. 


DON ACHESON, VIA THE INTERNET, 
writes: “I have a minor supplement to 
your comments in February’s Wreck 
Facts about the age-old practice of 
placing coins beneath the mast of a 
new ship when it is “stepped.” I found 
that this is still practiced on various 
ships in the Litton Yards, Pascagoula, 
Mississippi.” Don has a copy of a spe- 
cial coin that was minted to be placed 
beneath the mast of the USS Roosevelt, 
sister ship to the USS Cole, attacked 
last year by terrorists in the Yemeni 
port of Aden. 


BRYAN NICHOLS, VIA THE INTERNET, IS A 
kayak guide on Glover’s Atoll, Belize, 
Central America. While snorkeling on 
his day off, he came across a large, coral 
encrusted anchor in shallow water and 
wants to know what ship it might have 
come from. 

Shipwrecks in the Americas, by 
Robert Marx, lists four English mer- 
chantmen and one Scottish ship lost 
in that area between 1751 and 1807. 
Bryan will have to search the area 
when he’s not out kayaking and see if 
he can find a scatter trail that might 
indicate a wreck nearby. Some good 
photos of the anchor might help a 
marine historian determine the ori- 
gin of the ship. 


RUSSELL FRYE OF NEWPORT, NEw JERSEY, 
is seeking information on wrecks in 
Delaware Bay. 

I’m sending Russell the addresses of 
members of the Delaware Underwater 
Swim Club who have explored many of 
these wrecks. The club, one of the old- 
est in the U.S., was formed in 1954. I al- 
so recommend two books: Shipwrecks 
of Delaware and Maryland, by Gary 
Gentile, and Notebook of Shipwrecks: 
Maryland and Delaware Coasts, by 
Dick Moale. 


WEST VIRGINIAN CHRIS MILAN, VIA 
the Internet, wants to know what be- 


came of World War II’s USS West Vir- 
ginia, one of the heroic battleships that 
participated in the Battle of Leyte Gulf, 
October 1944. 

According to Norman Carey, Cura- 
tor, U.S. Naval Historical Center, 
Washington, DC, the West Virginia 
was decommissioned in 1947 and 
scrapped in 1959, along with the USS 
Tennessee, California, Maryland and 
Colorado. Although the Navy couldn't 
save them all, the USS North Carolina 
and Alabama managed to escape the 
scrap pile and were declared historic 
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Port Bonaire 


Surrounded by the tranquil waters of Bonaire's 
Western Shore within minutes of the airport and 
town, 26 stylish apartments overlook lush 
gardens and a private swimming pool. Share 
amenities with the nearby Plaza Resort Bonaire 
or simply relax at your exclusive home away. 
from home. 


Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 781-821-6016 
Fax: 781-821-1568 

Email: info@plazavillas.com 
Website: www.plazavillas.com 
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vessels. In addition to the Leyte Gulf 
(Phillipines), the West Virginia saw 
action off Iwo Jimo and Okinawa and 
was in Tokyo Bay for the September |] 
1945, foxmal surrender of the 


Japanese. Sheearned five battle stars 
during the war.** 


Send your wrecl questions to Ellsworth 
Boyd, 1120 Beriouay rd, White Hal] 
MD, 21161. Be surez, include j 
stamped, self-addressed “velope for a 
personal reply. Or e-ma. him at: 
aced@gateway. net. ' 





Plaza Resort B 


Dive into luxury! Bonaire 22d 
oceanfront resort with ‘7 Palm 
villas, 3 restaurants, 3. 

Resort and NAUI/IDI Spa 
(with Nitrox), phot. boat 
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n the)! is so tiny it can be 
e c4 your hand. It’s as if the designers 
n shavto liquid aluminum, pulled it out 

no Werything that wasn’t necessary. 
nd twGe, no extra weight. The camera, 
ounds: try weighs in at a scant two and 
a half P° ted oD “bly be carried in a BC pocket 
or ™ sett hand. t\amera and can be operated 
‘ the § sophisic® ence of a point-and-shoot 
_ The PU? ‘est digital video and still 
stl 
o-focUS»*" +s controls for power, 
. .ghting and wide-angle 
6fen a flat port avail- 
here. 
bsea.net. 


PARKWAY SCUBA FOG CUTTER KNIFE 
Indecision is an awful thing. 

Should you dive with a knife 

or scissors? Or maybe you 

should get one of those 

orange line 

blades? Well, 

fret not dear . 

diver, because Parkway’s Fog Cutter \, 

Knife packs all the cutting power youneed “® 

into one precision punch. When closed, it is a 

formidable six inches of 440 stainless steel with 

a drop-point tip, long razor edge and ripping 

serrated back bone. Release the catch at the butt 

of the handle, and it opens 

into a nimble pair of scis- 

sors ready to slice 

through monofilament, 

kelp or whatever 

entangles your path. 

(All you have to do is 

decide which path to 

take.) And it comes 

packaged in a 

rugged sheath 

complete with 

adjustable straps 

and quick- 

release buckles. 

Parkway 

Scuba: (800) 

587-2822 or 

www.parkway 

scuba.com. 


AQUA LUNG BLADES II 


An updated version of a classic fin, the Aqua 

Lung Blades II will no doubt strike a chord with many | 
faithful wearers of the original. The new fin retains the 
basic look and functionality divers have come to associate _ 


with “the Blades,” but incorporates a few changes for the 


few millennium. Crafted from a combination of a poly- 
‘ver plastic (for stability) and rubber (for flexibility), these fins _ 
‘modern performance and a few new stylistic curves. The 
Xck adjusting buckles are better than ever, and long vertical 
‘ maximum thrust. Available in blue, neon yellow, black : 








E AIR DELUXE HOLSTER 


The Spare Air Deluxe Holster keeps your Spare Air secure in any location. With two 


adjustable quick-release straps, the holster can be attached virtually anywhere—on 
the shoulder, on the leg, on the tank strap or even upside-down. The Deluxe 
Holster fits both the current 3.0 cubic foot model and earlier 2.7 cubic foot Spare 
Air models. 

Spare Air: (800) 648-3483 or www.spareair.com. 





Aquacolor masks are designed to bring out the true colors of fish and 
coral lost in the big blue. Based on the theory that the human brain uses the 
best information from each eye to compile the image we see, Aquacolor masks 
have two different colored lenses, each one designed to enhance a different aspect 
of what the eyes take in. I recently had the opportunity to dive with an Aquacolor 
mask in Bonaire and found the results to be astounding. Down to about 60 feet, 
where there was still plenty of 
sunlight, colors were excep- 
tionally intense and true. 
And skin _ tones 
looked natural. I 
also found that 
the lenses creat- 
ed a greater con- 
trast between col- 
ors, which made every- 
thing appear sharper, almost 
three-dimensional. And if that’s 
not enough, Aquacolor masks claim 
to be “fogless forever.” I tried all week to 
fog up my mask. And it never happened. 

—Jenn Miller 
Aquacolor: (800) 298-0160 or www.aquacolor.com. 

































































Specifically designed to meet the comfort and performance needs of female divers, 
the SCUBAPRO LadyHawk BC employs a backpack style harness tailored for the 
female torso. The back-mounted aircell provides 34 pounds of lift, is progressively 
shaped and nearly flat when deflated. Aircell expanders allow the 
cell to inflate without squeezing the diver. The weight-integrated 
design accommodates 10 pounds in two forward quick-release 
pouches and five pounds in two rear pouches for better trim. The 
weight pouches are independent of cargo pockets, and an addi- 
tional pull-down accessory pocket provides ample carrying capac- 
ity. The BC is available with either an Air 2 or balanced power 
inflator. 

SCUBAPRO’s Pacific Steamer (3 mm) has a soft plush lining, 
back zipper and compression-molded kneepads. Designed to be 
very flexible, it is easy to don and doff. Rolled edge seals at the 
wrists and ankles keep water transfer to a minimum. 
SCUBAPRO: (800) SCUBA PRO or www.scubapro.com. 
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“Fall Tuto Diving” Gouatre 


(Valid September 29 through December 22, 2001) 
Beautiful one-bedroom condo 
for 7 nights, 6 boat dive package, 
rental vehicle, daily a la carte 
breakfast, service charge & tax, 
welcome drink and Manager's 


Rum Punch Party. 


Call for airfares from your home city, non-diver 
and other stay packages. Upgrades available. 
Group policy: 9 pay, number 10 goes free. 


Prices subject to change, based on availability and blackouts. 


ome ™ 





p.p. 
dbl. occ. 








(tiradonna 


Customized Dive Travel 


1-800-328-2288 


Tel: 407-774-9000 ¢ Fax: 407-682-6000 
E-mail:sales@caradonna.com 
Web:www.caradonna.com 
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| edited by Ryan Allen 


FOR HAMMERHEADS, 
NOTHING IS INSURMOUNTABLE 


THE BENTON HAMMERHEADS AND THE 
Arkansas Disabled Scuba Association 
(ADSA) have teamed up to educate 
potential divers with . 
disabilities about the : 
benefits of adaptive 
scuba diving. For the 
second year in a row, they 

will join the Spa Area Independent 
Living Services (SAILS—a service 
provider aimed at getting individuals 
with disabilities back into the main- 
stream), in welcoming divers to join 
them this September at Lake DeGray, 
AK, for a chance to live the dream of 
underwater exploration. This annual 
event will include a variety of water 
activities, including scuba diving, 
which was introduced just last year. 
For more information on the event, 
contact Alan Dillard at (501) 315- 
7900, or learn more about the 
HammerHeads at www.h-heads.com. 


SCUBA RANGERS OPENS 
WORLD OF DIVING TO KIDS 


SCUBA RANGERS IS A CLUB DESIGNED 
especially for kids (8 to 12 years old) 
that want to learn to scuba dive. Kids 
work their way through five Ranger 





levels—receiving cool awards for each 
level—on their way to becoming a full- 
fledged Scuba Ranger. 

To find a Scuba Rangers Club near 
you, call (970) 221-2813 or visit 
www.scubarangers.com. ™* 


Editors note: The correct website for the 
New England Cold Water Divers is 
http://home.ici.net/~hoaglaj/necwd. 
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NEAL WATSON'S 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES maa... 


$00.3 27.315 


LOCAL 954.462.3400 FAX 954-462-4100 


WWW.NEALWATSON.COM 


Visit all of our 
NEAL WATSON UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
affiliate destinations: 
Andros, Bimini, Nassau, Walker’s Cay, 
Freeport, Belize, Mexico, Bonaire, Dominican 
Republic, St. Lucia and Los Roques 


SCUBA BIN | 


Walker's Cay-The World's Hottest Shark Dive! 


Imagine more than 100 black tip, Caribbean reef, hammerhead, and lemon sharks swirling 
before you as they feed on the famous Ghumsicle. Dive in a protected marine park a mere 10 
minute boat ride from the dive center. Walker's Cay, a private island resort, home of ESPN’s 
Walker's Cay Chronicles. 


Stay four or more nights and 

get your open water qualifying dives, 

or an upgrade to Advanced Open Water Diver, 
absolutely free! 


3 Days/2 Nights 
$360 le) ere fe)¥) e)(=melerers) ey=] area's 


» Deluxe Air-conditioned Room. 
» Room Taxes & Gratuities 


Toll Free US 


800-513-5257 


In Ft. Lauderdale 954-462-3400 


WaEKEES CS e\ 








» 3 Dives Daily 

» Complimentary Arrival and Departure 
Dives pending Flight Schedules and Safety 
Breakfast/Dinner Daily 


WALKER’S CAY 


* e-mail; walkers@nealwatson.com 
* intemet; http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
* hito://www.walkerscay.com 


A NEAL WATSON'S UNDERSEA ADVENTURES AFFILIATE 


BiMINI. ...0.Sust A Few Short Miles 
ra gACIOSS Th}e,Gulfsteam......., 


¢ Wiecks, Reefs, Shorks, Dolphins == r. 
+Tons of Ouifondng Motne life * or > 
+ Ney Rernodeled Holl Wih Resin ond Bin. ne 
¢ Dive Shop On Premises 

© PADI Dive Instructors On Staff 


(954) 462-3400 


wiww.scubabimini.com 
fax (954) 462-4100 
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Ocean front resort with a 

Dive shop on the premises! 

Learn to dive in 3 hours. 

Xanadu_Undersea Adventures offers up to four dives 
daily including night dives, wrecks, hand feeding 
sharks, walls, instruction and rental. Enjoy our 
private beach, pool & tennis. Were maimutes from 
evolf, casino & shopping: 


Iday/2nt 


near from 
"41165 rr 
$00-3527-8150 


XANADU e 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES lam. 


FREEPORT, GRAND BAHAMA 


PAN etl AVAY=) tse) aoa Olple(clest<r- WAehcimlUl re WAI It=1(c) 
www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.hitm 
www.xanadudive.com 
or e-mail:xanadu(@nealwatson.com 


ULS. (954) 462-3400 

LS. (954) 462-4100 (Bax) 
Dive Shop (242) 352-3811 
P.O. Box 21766 


Mt. Lauderdale, 
Horida 33335 
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—.—~ TEXT AND PHOTOS BY JACK AND SUE DRAFAHL 


Simple point-and-shoot cameras are affordable, easy to use and produce great snapshots. But for the under- 
water photographer who wants to capture professional quality images, a substantial equipment investment is 
mandatory. lf that’s you, chances are you've seen divers with a host of different systems, some in housings, 
some with strobes, multiple lenses, synch cords, dome ports...the list goes on. Matching a camera system with 
your photo needs and your bank account is the first step. The second is easy: get in the water and shoot. 


[AMPHIBIOUS CAMERAS 

Amphibious cameras are much like topside rangefinder 
cameras that have been sealed to go underwater. One of 
the primary advantages of amphibious cameras is com- 
pactness. Their 
relatively small 
size makes them 
easy to carry and 
maneuver in fast- 
paced shooting 
situations, like 
capturing big ani- 
mals on the move. 
Amphibious sys- 















want to concentrate on capturing wide-angle or macro 
images and want a compact camera, then an amphibious 
camera might be the ticket. If you have already made a 
considerable investment in a land camera 
and want to take it underwater, then a hous- 
ing is likely the best choice. 

Check out all the extra features offered to 
see if they match your requirements. And ask 
yourself the following questions: Which con- 
trols do you use the most? Does the housing 
have ports and controls for the lenses in your 
camera bag? Is the system compatible with 
the underwater strobes you will be using? 


tems are versatile 
too, being used 
for everything 


from wide-angle to macro photography. Macro setups re- 





Will it accept auxil- 
iary strobe arms? 

If you decide to 
purchase a new 






camera housing, we 
strongly recom- 
mend that you pool 
test an empty hous- 
ing. We also sug- 
gest running the 
same test at about 
60 feet. Carefully 
examine the hous- 
ing for any leaks or 
escaping bubbles. 
From then on, good 
maintenance and a 
watchful eye should 
keep you out of 
trouble. 

Find the right 
camera system, and the rewards will speak for themselves. 
The following is a rundown on the offerings from some of 
the more popular manufacturers. 


quire the use of a framer, so are best suited for stationary 
subjects. 


SEHOUSEDD CAMERAS 

The advantage of using housed, single lens reflex (SLR) 
cameras is they allow the photographer to take advantage 
of advanced features like autofocus, autoexposure, auto- 
bracketing, and they use a wide selection of lenses. With a 
short telephoto macro lens, you can capture fish on film 
from a safe distance, or use the motor drive to capture the 
high-speed action of a porpoise. 

The disadvantage of underwater housings are their bulk 
and the drag they create when swimming. Housings also 
require additional maintenance, but modern designs are 
well-built and most even have moisture detectors to indi- 
cate any leakage problems. 


SETHE DETAILS 
So, which underwater system is right for you? Will it be 
an amphibious camera or an SLR in a housing? If you 
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This popular housing manufacturer concentrates mainly on the 
Nikon line of high-end SLR cameras. At present, Aquatica makes 
housings for the Nikon F5, F100, N90 series, N70 series, N60 
series, 8008 series, F3 and Nikon F. In addition, it has housings 
for the Canon F, Pentax LX and the Mamiya RZ-67 medium format 
camera. The housings are cast aluminum, which includes the 
body, backplate and a wide assortment of lens ports. Depth-rated 
to over 300 feet, their ergonomic designs provide access to all the 
important camera features. 

Contact: (514) 737-9481, www.aquatica.ca 





= IKELIGE 


Ikelite housings have been dependable performers for more 
than 25 years. Made of injection molded clear polycarbonate, all 
the camera controls are readily visible to the diver. Ikelite offers 
variations for over 40 different SLR camera bodies and 50 differ- 
ent lenses from Canon, Minolta, Nikon and Pentax. Each housing 
has a full range of camera controls at the diver’s fingertips, an 
enhanced camera eyepiece for easy viewing and a working depth 
of 200 feet. In addition, Ikelite has created a wide assortment of 
adapters for lenses, flash connectors, handles and triggers. 
Contact: (317) 923-4523, www.ikelite.com 
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The Igloo housing for the Nikon F100 camera is produced from a 
Solid piece of aluminum that is machined and anodized. The hous- 
ing has a hinge at the top and a unique helical locking clamp for 
positive closure. All of the important camera controls can be easily 
operated with the right hand. The optical viewfinder extends out 
from the back of the housing, allowing room for a regulator and still 
providing full frame viewing. Two TTL sync ports are available for 
electronic flash, and there are more than half a dozen ports for wide- 
angle to long-macro. The Igloo is depth-rated to 300 feet. 

Contact: (858) 481-0604, www.marinecamera.com 





a EAU 


Nexus housings are sand cast aluminum and provide a compact 
fit for either the Nikon F4 or N90 cameras. The Master N90 housing 
can also be converted to accommodate the Nikon 8008s, 6006 and 
N50 camera bodies. Both housings feature a wide variety of camera 
controls and twin TTL sync ports. The Nexus housings feature an 
extensive line of ports to accommodate most any lens configuration. 
The Nexus F4 Pro housing also features an optional action finder tn 
aid image composition. 

Contact: (214) 368-3555, www.nexusamerica.com 
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The current Nikonos V model is made of die cast copper silu- Sea & Sea offers both amphibious and housed advanced level 
min oxidized aluminum alloy, and all joints are sealed by O-ring Cameras. They make housings for the Nikon F5, F100, the new F80 
gaskets for watertightness. This rangefinder camera accommo- and Canon Rebel 2000 camera bodies. The housings are made of a 
dates five dedicated Nikon U/W lenses from wide-angle to tele- lightweight, non-corrodible aluminum alloy and are ergonmically con- 
photo and has a depth rating of 160 feet. Its 15 mm lens is con- figured for easy camera control. All models feature dual bulkhead 
Sidered one of the finest underwater wide-angle lenses made. connectors, large optical viewfinder and a wide selection of quick 






Macro images are possible with coupling bayonet ports. Depth ratings range between 200 and 250 feet. 










Special framers and extension The amphibious Motor Marine II-EX (not pictured) is constructed of 
tubes that can be attached non-corrodible polycarbonate with a depth rating of 150 feet. It fea- 
before the dive. Nikon discon- tures four shutter speeds, TTL, built-in close-up lens and four auxiliary 

ey tinued their SLR camera (called lenses (2 wide-angle, 2 macro) that can be changed underwater. 

the RS, not pictured) in 1996, Contact: (760) 929-1909, www.seaandsea.com 







but it is still so popular that a =i 
used one often draws a 
F higher price tag than when ~ pa ‘ Fagg, 
it was in production. % ; NS!) Fes 

Contact: (800) 645-6687, — : 
www.nikonusa.com 
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Attention to detail is the hallmark of the precision-cast SeaCam Subal's extensive line of marine grade aluminum anodized 
aluminum housings. They are available for Nikon F5, F100, N90, housings accommodate the gamut of Nikon cameras including the 
N70, N50 and the Canon EOS 5, EOS In and EOS In hs/rs camera Nikon F5, F4, F100, N90 and 8008 bodies. The housings are rated 
systems. Double O-ring seals are used around each camera con- to 210 feet and feature ergonomic placement of camera controls to 
trol shaft, and an optional 45-degree swivel sportsfinder allows for allow for easy, one hand operation. They offer a bayonet mounting 
flexibility in the viewing angle. Lens ports range from super wide system for a comprehensive selection of ports that include full 
to telephoto macro, and extension tube ports offer even longer con- frame fisheye to 1:1 macro. Subal housings also incorporate 
figurations. The depth rating on the SeaCam is 240 feet. Snap-on lens gears that eliminate the hassle of special installa- 
Contact: (714) 848-6919, www.seacamsys.com tion tools and reduce lens wear and tear. In addition, Subal makes 






a housing for the Canon Elan lle camera that features Canon to 
Nikon strobe electronics and a depth rating of 180 feet. 
Contact: (805) 965-2290, www.subalusa.com = 
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PETER HUGHES—FIRST FOR LIVE-ABOARDS 


THREE OF PETER HUGHES DIVING 
vessels will soon feature the new 
ACR DiveRes-Q Mini B 300 Person- 
al Diver Distress and Rescue Bea- 
cons for use by its diving guests. 
The inclusion of the new ACR bea- 
cons makes Peter Hughes Diving 
the first live-aboard operator to 
provide each diver with this benefi- 
cial equipment. Along with the 
Mini B 300, each diver will also 
carry the DiveRes-Q Light, which is 
a high-powered, bright, battery- 
operated marker light. According to 
Peter Hughes, “Safety has always 
- been our top priority. Where the 
safety of our divers is concerned, 
we will stay on the cutting edge.” 
Peter Hughes Diving 

: will begin by provid- 

: ing these personal 

|» locator beacons on Star 


Dancer in Papua New Guinea, Sun 
Dancer II in Palau and Sky Dancer 
in the Galapagos Islands, where div- 
ing is conducted from tenders, often 
in strong currents and in drift con- 
ditions. The Mini B 300 fits easily 
into a BC pocket (or clips on), is 
easy to use and transmits a distress 
signal that is detectable for up to 75 
miles for 24 continuous hours. By 
turning it on, extending the anten- 
na and holding it above the surface, 
a drifting diver can send a signal to 
the boat and wait for help. The Mini 
B 300 also transmits on the interna- 
tional distress frequencies used by 
all search and rescue organizations 
around the world. = 


x RAR —— 


For additional information, call (800) 
9-DANCER, or visit the website at 
www. peterhughes.com. 


ACTION ADVENT URE 


Retire the snowboard, fold up 
the Razor® and disconnect 
the PlayStation,® the PADI 
Seal Team has arrived! 

If your kids are looking for 
an exciting adventure, 

then check out the 

greatest kids’ scuba 

program ever created. 


_ The PADI Seal Team pro- 
gram lets kids explore a 
series of AquaMissions 


AQUAMISSIONS 


designed to thrill, challenge and 
motivate. They get to take 
pictures underwater, float 

like an Astronaut and more. 


Lev W Sign your kids up 
WS today — pool diving will 


A 3 3 y i 
i \ never be the same! 


~y/ Visit www.padi.com to 
find the PADI Dive Center or 
Resort nearest you. Or, surf 
by www.padisealteam.com 
for more information. 


Ww Www padisealieam.com € International PADI, Inc. 2001 
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Cechnical specs 


Traditional fins only use repulsive force to 
create propulsion. This normally means that 
in order to create strong propulsion, maxi- 
mum effort 
is required, 
resulting in 
muscle 
Ae 
only for 
beginners, women, and middle-aged divers, 
but professionals as well. Added to which, 
the body moves left and right in reaction to 
the kicking needed to move forward, thus 
reducing propulsion. 


Down kick 
| Higherpressure 











The SF-8 has a blade that is split down the 
middle, so it takes the shape shown in the 
diagram when kicked under water. This 


special 

Lower-pressure blade shape 
iy creates 

Higher 

Down tick © Olid by 


generating a 
pressure differential above and below the 
blade, in addition to the repulsive force cre- 
ated by kicking. The SF-8 is a fin that allows 
all divers to create propulsion using only a 
small bent-knee kick, with a light rhythm. 


aeronautical engineering in the water 
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Tel: 562-498-3708 

Fax: 562-498-0415 
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Love, Scuba Style 


“I FEEL LIKE PM GOING TO PUKE,” 
announced my diminutive _ sister 
Joanne. She was perched on the edge of 
a dingy in Julian Rocks Marine Reserve 
at Byron Bay, Australia. The water was 
like silk, so it wasn’t seasickness. Her 
boyfriend, Iain, was concerned, but I 


eam onenteonee 


was grinning. The real reason she felt 
sick was the note I had stuck inside my 
wetsuit. She planned to give it to her 
boyfriend as soon as they went beneath 
the waves. It read: “Will you marry me?” 

Four years ago, when he had made 
a more traditional proposal, she had 


You Can't Always Get What You Want... 
But You Get What You Need. 


Come get what you need aboard the luxury 
live-aboard SOLMAR V. Private bath, shower, tv/ver 
in every stateroom and air conditioned throughout. 
THE BEST BIG-ANIMAL DIVING ON EARTH. 


40 wwwsskin-diver.com 


800-344-3349 
310-459-9861 


ae 
Provided (>Q®S-AV>, 
pact PO 
by ae 


www. amigosdsimarcom 
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said, “Not yet.” He said it would be 
her turn next. 

Both are avid scuba divers, so she 
decided on an underwater encounter. 
After all, the poor lad would only be 
able to signal up, down or OK. 

So there we all were on a beautiful 
day, watching the dolphins dance 
and the sun glint off a lighthouse. 
Everyone on the boat was looking 
forward to the dive. Iain was com- 
pletely unaware of what was about to 
befall him. My sister was absolutely 
green. “I need to get into the water 
now!” she howled. And so we dove 
in. I floated by her with the camera, 
ready to document the moment. 

“I was terrified that the ink had run 
on my sign, Joanne later told our 
mom. “Instead of saying ‘Will you 
marry me?’ it would say “Wooly mar- 
garine’ or ‘Willy mental beans.” 

But when she slowly unrolled the 
note, it was completely legible. She 
pointed it at Iain. Slowly his hand 
extended and his forefinger touched 
his thumb in the universal OK. They 
hugged each other as passionately as 
they could with BCs, weightbelts, 
masks, snorkels and a couple of tanks 
in the way. It was the kinky rubber suit 
that clinched it. —Dee McLaughlin 
Ever documented a bizarre and fabu- 
lous underwater encounter? Then we 
want to hear from you. E-mail 
careyt@emapusa.com or send it to 
Skin Diver Freeflow, 6420 Wilshire 
Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90048. 8 


Photo/Dee McLaughlin 











BONAIRE 


“FISH CAPITAL OF THE CARIBBEAN” 





BON BINI DIVERS 


Known for high levels of personal service, this SSI, SDI, and PADI ***** Gold 
Palm Resort offers daily boat dives, drive-through shore diving, guided snorkeling, 
dock-side gear storage, and instruction. New 2001 programs include the Sea-Lab 
Adventure for kids and Dolphin Rebreathers! Use Bon Bini Divers’ in-house 
Reservation Service to book all your on-island needs. 

Telephone: 011 (599) 717-5425 + Fax: 011 (599) 717-4425 

Email: info@bonbinidivers.com * Web: www.bonbinidivers.com 








BUDDY DIVE RESORT 


Eat, Sleep, (Buddy) Dive! PADI **%*%*%* oceanfront resort known for its casual 
atmosphere, personable staff, spacious accommodations, and a Dive & Activity 
Center offering a unique drive-thru airfill station, Nitrox, kayaks, mountain bikes, and 
more! Buddy Reef is a giant stride away, as are the dive boats & rental trucks. 
Reservations: Caradonna Caribbean Tours (800) 328-2288 

Telephone: 011 (599) 717-5080 

Email: Info@buddydive.com » Website: www.buddydive.com 











CAPTAIN DON’S HABITAT 


Diving freedom 24 hours a day, 365 days a year! Lively reefs & wrecks 90 feet 
off our shore. Praised as a diver's paradise by beginner & experienced divers. 
Choice of cottages, deluxe junior suites and a variety of oceanfront villas. 
Overlooking our reefs, is our oceanfront restaurant, bar, pool and beach. A 
PADI **%**xx* and Instructor Development Center. Reservations & Information: 
Maduro Dive Fanta-Seas (800) 327-6709 - Tel: (305) 438-4222 - Fax: (305) 438-4220 
Email: info@maduro.com + Website: www.habitatdiveresorts.com 





HARBOUR VILLAGE BEACH RESORT 

A PADI ***%** Gold Palm IDC Resort & NAUI Dive Facility at one of the 
Caribbean's top beach resorts. Offering dive packages from $738pp (7-nights), per- 
sonalized and friendly service, 4 state-of-the-art-dive boats, and a photo & video 
shop facility. Amenities include: 1/4 mile beach, spa & fitness center, 
A restaurants, pools, tennis, shops, marina, and more. Reservations: U.S. and — 
Canada: (800) 868-7477 + Telephone: (305) 567-9509 » Fax: (305) 567-9659 

Email: reservations@harbourvillage.com » Website: www.harbourvillage.com 








in viomepeolnitenty yaar 
Check out our Announcing*\! mericanéw” Air Service to Bonaire 
_ destination guide at is | 
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also serve Bonaire from the U.S. 


WWW.INFOBONAIRE.COM I-800-BONAIRE 





Fluorescent anemone, 9:30 pm. 
Right: Buddy Dive dock, 2:00 am. 
Below: Tarpon flashing out of the 

darkness to feed on baitfish, 
Town Pier, 10:30 pm. 


Photos/Ty Sawyer 
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by Ty Sawyer 
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ike two thieves getting ready for a 
eist, we were parked in our rental van, 
n the dark, at the side of the road just 
south of the main city of Kralendijk. 
Corinna Wegerer, dive operations man- 
of Buddy Dive, apparently as 
insane as we were about night diving, 
had volunteered to rendezvous with us 
at this spot, at 4:45 AM, and take us ona 
sunrise dive on the wreck of the ex- 
drug runner, the Hilma Hooker. 

Time plays tricks on you at this dim 
hour, and as my watch clicked over to 
4:46 AM, I thought Corinna had done 
the only sensible thing to do this early 
in the morning—sleep in. 

Somewhere off in the moonlit dis- 





tance a wild donkey brayed, killing the 
silence. “Is she here?” asked Sean, doz- 
ing in the passenger seat. 

“Not yet.” Four forty-seven my watch 
now blinked. It was weird diving all 
night and sleeping all day. After the 
forth or fifth dive, when the waking sun 
was lightening the sea and sky to a pale 
gray, our bodies seemed to want to start 
the day, maybe hop on a boat and see 
some pretty fish. But as soon as we 
would lie down in our beds, we'd be 
instantly asleep. The only full sun we'd 
seen since our arrival was on TV, usual- 
ly in a late-night movie so terrible it 
kept you awake because it was like 
watching a celluloid trainwreck. 


bal, WAk Uhe ating aun. 


Soon a set of headlights came stab- 
bing and jerking their way through the 
darkness. With a conspiratorial flash of 
her lights, Corinna passed by and we 
followed her to a yellow painted rock 
marked “Hilma Hooker,” and turned 
off. We'd been shore diving for three 
nights, mostly on the shallow reef and 
sand flats just offshore of Buddy Dive. 
But this dive was a dark drop through 
100 feet of open water, and now that 
Corinna was here, we were keyed up to 
see what awaited. 

No one else was around as we got 
oltleme [ete <dhvmreloyevetaemuactmr-lelemuatterel (ae 
to the water's edge. 

After a quick surface swim—with 


SKIN DIVER AUGUST 2001 43 


“The ubiquitous night-encountér—a 
 &» sleeping parrattish, midnight. 





Photo/Sean Ansorge 
our fin kicks agitating the sea into a bio- 
luminescent galaxy of lights that sur- 
rounded us like pixie dust—we 
descended into the pitch black of the 
ocean. Finally, the sharp orange of the 
Tubastrea encrusted hull of the wreck 
appeared through the gloom. 

Resting on its starboard rail, with its 
crow’s nest jutting off into the reflective, 
white sand bottom, the Hooker was an 
eerie sight of dancing shadows as our 
dive lights searched her holds and 
crevices. Three Tarpon flashed over the 
bow, their reflective scales ghostly 
against the black water. It was like 
exploring a haunted 
house. Behind every 
shadow lurked 
some creature dis- 
turbed by our 
intrusion, its cover 
blown by our lights. 
By the end of our 
bottom time the 
first gray fingers of 
morning light were 
filtering through 
the almost palpable 
dark of the ocean. 
As we worked our 
way up the wall 
abutting the wreck, 
the transition between night and day 
literally erupted before our eyes. 
Sleeping creatures, such as parrotfish, 
would awaken as if an alarm sounded 
and immediately set to crunching on 
the coral for breakfast. Cleaning sta- 
tions opened for business as we swam 
past. No stretch, no yawn, no scratch- 
ing, no morning coffee. 

By the time we'd worked our way 
back to shore the transition was com- 
plete, and a strange eye of fire hung in 
the sky above our heads. We immedi- 
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SeahOorses were 


everywhere—if you 
gould find them! 


ately strapped on a fresh tank of nitrox 
and deigned to dive exposed by this odd 
daylight. Corinna was ecstatic. With a 
husband, three hooligans (her term) 
and a dive shop to run, she didn’t get to 
dive often enough and welcomed 
another run at the wreck. Awaiting our 
return was a new world—a tropical, 
well-lighted scene that draws divers to 
Bonaire’s reefs year after year, teeming 
with color and myriad fish such as 
Creole Wrasse, Gray Angelfish and 
masses of Brown Chromis. Like out- 



















The first gray light of dawn just 
touches the 7ubastrea encrusted 


was the rubble and sand just offshore 
from Buddy Dive, which at night 
seemed like the WWF—a free-for-all of 
survival. Here the night-cloaked gladia- 
tors come shaped like hermit crabs, 
squid, octopus, soapfish, predatory eels 
(Goldenchain, Viper, Moray and oth- 
ers), Peacock Flounder and Slipper 
Lobsters (which look like a fat lobster 
tail without a head), all of which sprout 
from the seemingly lifeless seascape. It 
looks as if life has come to the surface of 
the moon, and you can't help but won- 


wreck of the Hi/ma Hooker, 5:30 am. 


laws, the nocturnal preda- 
tors had slunk back from 
the light and were nowhere 
to be seen. 
There are lessons to learn by 
diving all night. First, the 
reefs don't close down at 
night. Dark water dives are 
perhaps the most interest- 
ing and thrilling. A realm of 
predator and prey; 
not a world for the 
weak. Second, the 
places that generally 
look barren during 
the day (sand flats 
rubble, transition 
zones) are usually 
packed with legions 
of cunning hunters at night. In the open 
water all kinds of hard-to-fathom crea- 
tures wriggled and dashed in the beam 
of our lights. One of our favorite haunts 


Photo/Ethan Gordon 


The Wee Creatures 


Bonaire's reputation aS a macro par- 
adise is best appreciated at night, when 
all the wee things come out to eat and get 


eaten. Arrow Crabs, Flamingo Tongue 
Cowries, /ubastrea, gobies and anemone 
shrimp were so common we took little 
notice of them after a while. 








der how many divers pass over this 
arena during the day on their way to 
the reef. 

A Wild West of Plunder Around mid- 
night, on a dive in 15 feet of water, a six- 
inch-long, opaque, red-eyed fish, about 
as thick as a string came slithering and 
jerking into my light. It looked like a 
genetic experiment gone wrong. I 
watched it for about five minutes, try- 
ing to figure it out, before it zipped off 
into the inky water. 
On almost every dive 
we saw predatory eels 
score a night’s meal; 
and we were accom- 
panied on every dive 
by Snook or Tarpon 
looking to _ take 
advantage of Sean’s 
wide-angle video lights. 

We watched so much food chain in 
action during our night dives that it 
seemed no creature would survive until 


Photo/Ty Sawyer 











































daybreak. And, while our nightly excursions off the shore along 
the reef shared by Buddy Dive, Lion Dive, Captain Don’s and 
Habitat Bonaire (as well as a couple excursions off Bruce Bowker’s 
Carib Inn) were enthralling and remarkably different at all hours, 
it was our extended dive at the king of all night dives, Bonaire’s 
Town Pier, that 
could’ve made us per- 


TIO meienee manently nocturnal 


ACCME mies bubble blowers. As we 
NCCE MIOtaeae a quickly found out, even 
UNC mCRa MMU the locals who dive it 
periods on the reef. At dawn the changeover every week find its 
is astounding, as reef fish seem to appear 
from empty blue water before your eyes a oe 
(which nay be preferable to disappearing au Ee sus 
POMOC . Soc reason. 
TOR MISeckcrciaies rverything from frog- 
TEI ESUIOMCUFORETIMCENCM me fish to juvenile Drums 
SUI E\ eae to hunting Tarpon 
ting so much unnecessary sleep. congregate around the 
colorful sponge, 
Tubastrea and coral-infested pilings under this working pier. 
Hagen Wegerer tag-teamed with his wife Corinna and led us 
through this maze of marine life pointing out things we’d passed 
by even in our slow, methodical approach. We even witnessed a 
fire worm getting eaten by a large hermit crab! I guess they like 
their food spicy. 

De Yeu See That Sea Hore? Later, Hagen later took: us over to 
Bonaventure off Klein Bonaire on a successful seahorse hunt 
among the healthy forests of gorgonians that crowd this site. 
Despite our best efforts at spotting these elusive creatures, it took The endlessly fascinating Town 
the sharp eyes of Hagen to find them for us. (A couple of days Pier, one of the world’s pinnacle 
later, feeling cocky, we jumped on a Plaza Resort Bonaire dive boat J* ght dives, 11:00 pm. 
headed to the same site, thinking we’d hone right in on the bug- 


Bonaire 


GETTING THERE: Bonaire is less than three hours from Miami via ALM Airways, (800) 327-7230, www.airalm.com, 
e-mail: reservations @ airalm.net. 


overgrown pilings end- 





Photo/Julie Morgan 
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BONAIRE FACTS & TIPS: Bonaire is 50 miles off the coast of Venezuela. Most diving is shore-based (most sites marked with yellow-painted 
rocks at the side of the road—simply pull over and dive in, it’s that easy), and the dive resorts are found along the sheltered leeward side of the 

island, most less than 20 minutes from Flamingo Airport. Bonaire is renowned for its macro creatures, crystal clear warm water and healthy 
reefs, but wide-angle opportunities such as the Hilma Hooker should not be overlooked. Many accommodations offer kitchenettes, 

and picturesque downtown Kralendijk has a supermarket, photo lab, pharmacy and both fast food and high-end restaurants. All 

the water on the island is desalinated and safe to drink. Electricity is 127/120 volts, 50 cycles. Bonaire’s automobiles all 
have license plates that boast “Diver's Paradise,” which from the number of divers and ease and quality of diving 1s apt. 
All divers must pay a $10 marine park fee to dive, and a $10 exit fee at the airport. 

Best Time To Visit: Year-round. Topside Climate: Dry, desert-like island, 90+°F during the day, 80°F 
at night. Water Temperature: Avg: 80°F. Exchange Rate: $1 USD = 2 Florin 

Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time 


Bonaire 


Washington-Slagbaii 
National Park 


Dive Operators, Resorts and Accommodations: 
Belmar Resort, (800) 992-2015, www.belmar-bonaire.com; Bon Bini Divers, (011) 599-717-5425, www.bonbinidivers.com; 

Bruce Bowker’s Carib Inn, (011) 599-717-8819, www.canbinn.com; Buddy Dive Resort, (011) 599-717-5080, 

www.buddydive.com; Captain Don’s Habitat, (800) 327-6709, www.habitatdiveresorts.com; Divi Flamingo Beach Hotel, 

(800) 367-3484, www.diviresorts.com; Great Adventures, (800) 868-7477, www.harbourvillage.com; Green Submarine, 

(O11) 599-717-8285, www.greensubmarine.com; Lagoen Hill Bungalows, (800) 992-2015, www.lagoenhill.com; Plaza Resort Bonaire, 
(800) 766-6016, www.plazaresortbonaire.com; Sand Dollar Condominium Resort, (800) 288-4773, www.sandollarbonaire.com or www.dis- 
coverbonaire.com; Yacht Club Apartments, (011) 599-717-7424, yachtclubapartments @ bonairenet.com 


Kralendijk 
Klein Bonaire 


Lac Bay 


ANE: 
Rie: 
er 







Hilma Hooker 


Willemstoren 


RESOURCES: Bonaire Tourism Corporation, (800) BONAIRE, www.infobonaire.com; AquaQuest Books, www.aquaquest, com; Lighthouse 


Lonely Planet Books, www.lonelyplanet.com; Skin Diver Online, www.skin-diver.com 
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ot a. gers. Again, we were blanked without 
—_. the help the Plaza’s resident spotter, 
Re, 57 Jackson, who—dang him!—even 
: found a seahorse in a gorgonian I'd just 
searched.) 

Taporn Buffet On our final dive, we 
gave a little back. Tarpon have learned 
to follow divers and take advantage of 














i - <> fish caught in their dive lights. It’s a bit 
pig 7" ian: ee 5 . % S unnerving to have a five-foot Tarpon 
a ‘ eg te re) A 
a Bee ea 6 suddenly appear, inches from your 
Thaygaeeo mifiandp, the night: 425% » a we : Mid - 
reef, this Lettie Nadibcan a Be bi £ face, from the 2:00 Am darkness 
' ANCE “* “ } isl w : 
cual Bey kotak ~~ aa ows $ behind you. If you ignore them, they 
"" Es < will pass closer and closer—so close 







you can see your reflection in their 
mirrored scales—until you finally 
understand the game. So, pretty soon 
we were targeting hapless squirrelfish, 
Blackbar Soldierfish and even puffer- 
fish to test the Tarpons’ appetites. 
When they hone in on something 





Sean gets water at the 
Pink Dive Bus. 


Photo/Ty Sawyer 


: : | ie tasty, they ease in slowly, like they are 
“desioned fet ite dua ae ie A : on a nonchalant stroll over the reef, 

eI Sa 8 | | then strike in a flashing jolt of move- 
ee! | ment. But, the fish are crack escape 
enviroment. Divers Institute « Technol. Jauem | artists, and elude the attack 9 times 
eee =| out of 10. 

Dey For our nondiving day we 
™ | actually went out for a bit of the old 
Hanae Ane ey MC Mme §6| topside stuff, during daylight, in a vain 

, al | We ier es effort to right our internal clocks. 
fee =| Heading south, we passed by the 

Dutch-inspired architecture in the 

town of Kralendijk, then farther down 





a living in a dynamic, a 









field. At Divers Institute of " 





















—Two long dives, 9:00 pm and mid- 
night, then we were pooped and hit the hay 
about 3:00 am. 


—tate afternoon/dusk dive, dinner, 
9:00 pm dive on the town pier, midnight dive, 
3:00 Am dive. 


—A4:00 pm dive, dinner, 9:00 pm 
dive off Klein Bonaire, 2:00 am dive, 5:20 am 
Sunrise dive on the Hilma Hooker, which start- 
ed at full dark and ended past sun up, 7:00 am 
dive on the Hilma Hooker. 


—Sunset/night dive off Klein 
Bonaire, dinner, 10:00 pm dive, 2:00 am Tarpon- 
targeting dive. 





4310 (ith Ave. NW * Seattle, WA 98107 


For enrollment and information call now 
TOLL FREE 300/634-8377 


: email: dit@wolfenet.com 
€° www.diversinstitute.com 
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APUA NEW GUINEA 


Lissenung Island Resort 


Based on a small private island 15 minutes out of _ i 
Kavieng. Daily trips to the outer reefs and drop-offs. a | 3 
Pelagics and small critters are waiting for you! ‘ome 

family-style set up, excellent food, perfect for capt Ri eRe 


small groups. pette ‘fens 
Lissenung Diving, Kavieng, Papua New Guinea Wine Wali1Cll Comp) ValRiGiE|aOtO 
: Why travel all the way to PNG and not have a 
look at the fascinating creatures to be found 
above water. Trans Niugini Tours will take you 
to places where time has stood still for 


www.febrina.com 


Email: office@lissenung.com Land based or Liveaboard 
www.lissenung.com PNG’s finest diving! 


Nivugini Diving | r} {}) \ 6 ()5 Fl DE 1) VIN 
Explore the paradise world Liveaboard pp 4} 315 


Rabaul: Papua New Guinea 


of Papua New Guinea : : Walls, Rays, Sharks, & turtles. 


from the Highlands to the Underwater Volcanoes 
Pa Japanese WWII Wrecks 
underwater world below. : a bE Coral Gardens & Grottos 


We take you there! ot Explore above and below 


e Wreck & Reef Diving 
¢ Customize Your Cruise ; 
¢ Catering to small groups of six max. | Kaivuna Resort Hotel / Dive Center Rabaul 


Toll-Free ST EAB 2 ¢ 5 divers, 6th goes FREE! Ep ing (675) ea 
Info@SPlIslandTravel.com — www.niuginidiving.com EE e-mail. Kalvuna@ontine.net.pg 
www.SPIsland Iravel.com es : The most exciting diving adventure in PNG! : | "THE DIVER'S CHOICE" 





Reservations (Toll Free): Website: Email address: 


© Luxury accommodations in Grand Cayman at: Hyatt, Westin @ 5 Tanks $150, 8 Tanks $225, 10 Tanks $275— 
Casuarina, Marriott Beach Resort, Holiday Inn, Indies Suites or Tanks may be used in any combination including an upgrade to 
the following Condominiums: Christopher Columbus, The Retreat, night dive at no extra charge (space available basis only) 


Treasure Island 7 Day Unlimited Boat Diving just $300 


e FREE Unlimited Afternoon Boat Dives* e FREE Night Dive © Dive/Hotel packages available 
e Daily 2-tonk AM Dives e FREE Sunset Sail © © Three complete dive & watersports centers at: Hyatt, Marriott and 
© Red Sail Sports T-Shirt © 10% Retail Discount on Sonesta Island 


@ 20% discount on all Atlantis submarine rides 


Prices are per person based on double occupancy, August 1 - October 27, 2001. Blackout dates apply. The above rates do not include airfare. Free Unlimited Afternoon Boat Dives available only on afternoons of paid 
morning dives, on a space available basis. Must be booked on island. 





HAWAIN'S 
LARGEST. 
DIVE AND. 
ACTIVITIES 
CENTER 


«7 Stores Island Wide 


* Maui’s Newest Fleet of 
Custom Jet-Drive Boats 


. Daily Dives to Molokini 
Crater & Lana’j Cathedrals 


© Both Molokini Night Dives 
& Back-Wall Dives 


¢ PADI 5-Star IDC Facility 


* Hawaii’s Largest Full 
Service Rental Department 


© Your Complete Source for 
All island Activities 


* Discounts on Hotel 
Reservations, Multiple 
Activities & Group Rates 


Log on to our website for a 


a award 
 TLLLLE | Maui Dive ATLL. C3 
or Video, ; 
‘de to Maui’s mo 
q complete rene Mee aieing 


opular snorkel | 
ee etions: Contains detailed full 


color maps t° the best dive sites. 


600-542-DIVE 


(3483) 
mauidiveshop.com 


COFporaieiematees 
laa South Kare Roads 
Rha vaim” (aunt falenmatn 96705 


emaths scUDa@manicivesiop.com 
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Gearing up for Town Pier dive, 7:00 pm. 


the road visited the old slave huts 
known as Red and White Slave. 

One thing about diving at night—it’s 
cooler. On this afternoon the hot sun 
beat on our vampire-like paleness 
without mercy. We had to stop by the 
Pink Dive Bus (a kind of diver-specific 
roach coach/dive shop complete with 
gear rentals, food and O,) for water 
and sun protection. 

After applying sunscreen for the first 
time during our five-day trip, we 
rounded the southern tip of the island 
and drove up the windy east coast, past 


the famous and photogenic Willem- 
storen Lighthouse, which seems to 
sprout from the middle of nowhere. 
But one look at the 10-foot breakers 
along the shore explains its isolation. 
That night we joined the 85 other 
divers staying at the resort for rum 
punch and tall tales. Then we went to 
bed at a decent hour, only to lie awake 
wondering what creatures were prowl- 
ing the night water. == 


Special thanks to Buddy Dive and 
Corinna and Hagen Wegerer for leaving 
food at our door; Plaza Resort; and 
Pelican Products for helping us beat back 
the dark with their new Nemo dive light. 


Photos/Ty Sawyer 

















Dive world famous 
Spooky Channel 





| ©6 night oceanview room 


| 6 buffet breakfasts 


; 


| ¢6 day rental car 


| 
; 


| 2 morning charters with lunch 


GB a | S f a | d S 4 | y afternoon /night (Manta) charter 
Geach Resort|| | te 


Come share our 44 acre 
luxury beachfront estate... 


(1.800.949.3483 
| 


info@ecodive.com 


a 1-800-828-3483 * 1-808-822-0452 + 1-808-822-7333 
+ Dive with our onsite NAUI www.eco-adventure.com 

Technical Dive Center offering 

3 boats dives and unlimited 

shore diving daily 


oced 


+ Relax in your private air- 
conditioned villa or watch the 
sunset from your hammock 


++ Explore 44 acres of panoramic 
tropical forest, scenic overlooks 
and 600’ of natural sandy beach 


+ All Inclusive Packages- 


Three delicious meals, air- - ~ @ fiLahaina Divers 
conditioned peas, beach parties, fae a | because your family deserves the best 
shore activities and more... 


“+ Direct flights - U.S. to Roatan 2 , 20 years of diving excellence. 


ACTION, ADVENTURE, 
FUN AND GREAT VALUE! Molokini, Lanai, Turtle Reef 


Spectacular diving... We boat dive every day. Join us for the excitement. 


Unrivaled personal Service... Entertainment & Enjoyment for the whole family. 
And Island smiles as warm ¢ SASY for kids ages 5 and up; Bubblemaker for kids age 8 to 9. 
as the Caribbean sun ¢ PADI 5 Star Career Development Center. Open water referrals. 


aboard 50’ Endeavor and 43’ Reliant. 


PADI Gold Palm 5 Star IDC. 


Nitrox available. 


B a y ] S i an ds ¢ Unique underwater lava topography and marine life endemic 


Geach Resort only to Hawai 
Sect an a soe. epegeme, unelected Heat nesee DU IHIE aM NASDS done daily. 


Roatan, Gay Islands, Honduras life in Waikiki 


1-800 -4-RO AT AN : sine convenience, quality and service. 
sere Bib ane * Hotel and dive packages $499.99 pp dbl. 1 : 80 0-99 8- 3 4 8 3 


-~_*x* eek 


e-mail: bibrusa@aol.com S 1-800-808-DIVE (3483) « 1-808-677-7975 (Fax) 808-661-5195 © E-mail: lahdiver@maui.net 


Training for PADI, NAUI, SSI and 


@SD/0107 


www.oceanconcepts.com ° E-mail: diver@oceanconcepts.com : Waar larliats(eiiclcwaelan| 


(Bring this ad for your 20% discount on all logo products) 
©SD/AD 0104 
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PARADISE SPORT 


“You will enjoy exceptional marine life 
biodiversity, estimated to be 2 times 
greater than the Red Sea and 5 times 


greater than the Caribbean.” 
-Mike Ball 


CHOOSE MILNE BAY for Papua New Guinea's 
best marine life biodiversity. 


CHOOSE KAVIENG, Papua New Guinea’s Pelagic 
Capital, for big fish and shark action. 
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U.S. office hours: 
Noon-9 pm PST, 3 pm-midnight EST 


1-888-MIKE BALL 


usa @ mikeball.com 
www. mikeball.com 
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BY MICHELLE DANNER 


Welcome to the Diver's 
Library, where each month 
we bring you the latest in 
diving media. 


The Salvage of the Century, by 
Rich Wharton, Best Publishing 
Company, $39.50, (800) 468-1055, 
www.bestpub.com 

Do you remember how you felt when 
you first saw Titanic? You knew the end- 
ing (the boat sinks), but for some reason 
reliving the tale through film filled you 
with excitement. 

Reading The Salvage of the Century, you 
feel the same anticipation as you become 
immersed in the history of the British 
cruiser, the Edinburgh. And even though 
you might get caught up in the illusion- 
ary hope that the battleship will survive 
the wartime sea, this book is about a 
sunken treasure, so she’s going to sink. 

The Edinburgh and five and a half 
tons of gold bullion sank May 2, 1942. 
Fifty-seven men died, 850 survived. It 
wasn't until 1981 that the author, Rich 
Wharton, headed a diving team to 
“unbury” this treasure, which lay 840 
feet deep on the ocean’s floor. 

Wharton chronicles not only the his- 
tory of the vessel, but also the diving 
technicalities involved with such a deep 
descent, as well as the dealings with the 
British government. 

Did they : 
recover the $7 
iteacure?s § 
Don't forget 
the book is 
titled The 
Salvage of the 
Century, but 
like’ “Titanic, 
the history of 7 
the vessel, both 
above and below the water, will keep you 
on edge until the very end. ** 


SQN AGE © 


For information on how to 
submit a product for review 


in Diver's Library, 
contact Michelle Danner at 
dannerm@emapusa.com. 


Presents 


‘hoto grapnoy 
April 27- eee 4, 2002 


Sponsored by Skin Diver 
BSoODyY tto1/— 


Professional and Beginner underwater photographers from around the world learning 
and competing to capture the best underwater images 


Dive with World Famous Photographers Marty Snyderman, 


Norbert Wu, David Fleetham and more 
Call today 


Film Festival featuring David Doubilet for your special 


Special Manta Ray Night Dives hotel/event package. 
Limited space available 


5K Run/1k Swim Biathlon (Opening Day) pPaegep tier ebay 


Kids Day Snorkeling Treasure Hunt!!! 


Art Festival showcasing the best local Artists. Email: KonaPhoto@BigIsle.net 


Guest appearance from Wyland ff Monts 
www.skin-diver.com 


Art Contest (with local Schools) 


Daily social events, post-dive activities, seminars and presentations 


» VIP and Sponsored events and Receptions 


dive operators: 


Kona Coast Divers, Jacks Diving Locker, Eco-Adventures, 
Sea Paradise, Dive Fish, Manta Ray Dives of Hawaii 
Kona Aggressor, and Body Glove Cruises 


sponsors: 


Big Island Visitors Bureau, Skin Diver, Body Glove, 
Aloha Airlines, Pelican Products, Sea and Sea, 
Kodak, Oceanic,Royal Kona Resort 

and Kona Village Resort 


ty Thee 


NWR _— | 
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a UNDERWATER MALAYSIA INTERNATIONAL ee 





IMAGING FESTIVAL 
1-866-UWPHOTO ¢ www.UnderwaterMalaysia.com 
SEPTEMBER 2-11, 2001 & SEPTEMBER 4-14, 2002 














In Malaysia, it’s an unforgettable visit to paradise each time you dive our warm, clear waters of emerald and blue. 
Discover breathtaking underwater wonders in our unspoiled dive destinations like Layang-Layang, Mabul, Sipadan, 
Redang, Perhentian, Tioman, Sabah’s Pulau Tiga, where the Survivor series was filmed, and many others. 
Malaysia, Truly Asia... let us make your dive holiday a trip to Paradise. 

For more information contact Tourism Malaysia: 

East Coast 800-558-6787, www. VisitMalaysia.com 
West Coast 800-336-6842, www. TourismMalaysia.com 


www.tourism.gov.my 
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HE BURNING RING THAT HEMS IN THE PACIF- 

IC OCERN, FROM THE WESTERN COAST Ot 
DUTH AMERICA, NORTH TO ALASKA, WEST TO JAPAN AND SOUTH TO INDONESIA, EXISTS IN A DELICATE BALANCE BETWEEN THE 
FIRES OF DESTRUCTION AND THE SEAS OF CREATION. FOR DIVERS, IT REPRESENTS A WILD AND RAW FRONTIER OF DISCOVERY AND 
A HOT ZONE OF MARINE SPECIES DIVERSITY-IT 1S A BLUE DREAM THAT WAKES US UP AT NIGHT, AND CHASES US AS WE NOD OFF. 


HAWALL, Papua New Guinea, Thailand, indonesia, Borner 
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FIREWATER 
ANALLRAAVA DWWNG 


iw by Fred Garth..«* 




















"WERE NOT OWING N11,” THAN 


A WELCOMED CLARIFICATION 





GLANCES SIDEWAYS. JUST NEAR IT. 


"BUT DONT GET TOO CLOSE,” ¥e wraws 


And so we stand at the jagged 
edge of eastern Hawaii, the Big 
Island, preparing to plunge into the 
primordial stew. In my diving 
career, I’ve screwed around with 
Sharks that could eat me, whales 
that could spank me and caves 
blacker than Elvira’s hair, but 
swimming with hemorrhaging 
terra firma in boiling salt water 
reigns as the freakiest. 

We're watching the lava blast into 
the sea like 10 billion fajita platters. 
As the two liquids clash, it’s my per- 
sonal vision of the gates of hell. 
Water boils up, violently spitting out 
chunks of rock as big as sea turtles. 





Some of them float and bob across 
the churning surface, then explode 
and sink. Globs of molten lava fly 
out from the steaming cauldron and 
sizzle into the ocean. Above us, a col- 
umn of steam swirls a hundred feet 
high and sprinkles a mist of pure 
acid rain—a tasty blend of sulfuric 
and hydrochloric acids. 

“Cover your eyes and try not to 
breath,’ Thane whispers. 

“You're just full of good advice, 
huh,” I snap back. 

I squint into the blue ocean and see 
bubbles hissing to the surface. It’s 
bizarre enough up here. What awaits 
us.down there I cannot imagine. 



















Photo/James D. Watt, Seapics 





Just about as close as you'd want to be Hi ve 
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, to hat magma. Right: Diver peers into a 


Phata/MasaUshioda, Sedapics 


The Red Army As we backroll into 
the unknown, the first thing that hits 
us is the sound. It’s like jungle drums 
each time the lava snaps, crackles, 
pops and BOOMS! This is undoubt- 
edly the loudest dive I’ve ever been 
on. It’s cranking out enough wattage 
of pure bass beat to earn Eminem’s 
respect. Strangely, the noise begins to 


As | vaguely recall from Dr. Purdom’s Geology 101 class, 
there are two primary types of java, aa (pronounced ah- 
ah) and pahoehoe (pronounced pah-hoey-hoey), both words of obvious 
Hawaiian origin. The one | always liked was aa. Not because it was more 
interesting geologically, | just liked saying it. Aa lava. | still like saying 


(cooled!) lava tube at Catacombs. 





nner Dolphins as far as-tl 


Having him here comforts me in a 
misery-loves-company kind of way. 
From the corner of my eye comes 
wild man _ Thane, 
with fishing gaff in 
hand, swimming 
directly at the flow. 
He shoves the gaff 





subside as we creep toward the lava. 


it. A subclass of lava, called pillow lava, forms 
into cragey black pillows when molten rock pours 
into the ocean. As the outer layer cools and turns 
black, the red-hot goo continues to flow into this 
newly formed crusty shell. Soon it begins to inflate 
into a crude pillow-like shape, something you 
might find on Fred and Wilma Flintstone’s granite 
love seat. it’s weird, if not beautiful, but these pil- 
lows also have a frightening characteristic. They 
tend to break off and plummet headlong into the 
deep. Snuggling close is not recommended, 


into the lava and 
starts pulling molten 
taffy from the mov- 
ing wall. Little rocks 
form around the gaff 
in about three sec- 
onds. He whacks each 
new rock off and 
keeps toying with the 
bowels of creation. 
After half an hour 


I’m sweating like a pig at a luau, and 


The viz is low, maybe 20 feet, but we 
soon see the advancing red army. The 
lava’s making perfect pillows as it 
cools and belches into the sea. Author 
and ace photographer Doug Perrine 
is by my side ripping off photos. 
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Doug is out of film. We escape the 
giant hot tub and flop into the boat, 
forever changed. We have witnessed 
creation and lived to document it. 
When he’s not testing fate, Thane 
runs Planet Ocean, a diving and 
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Photo/Doug Perrine, Seapics 


Photo/Phillip Colla, Seapics 


water sports facility on downtown 
Hilo’s waterfront. After we dry off, he 
gives us a tour of their key dive spots, 
some rainforests and a giant seaside 
hot springs. This is the island’s quiet 
east side, compared to the rapid 
tourism growth around Kona on the 
western shore. In five trips to this 
island, this is my first visit to Hilo. 
I vow to return. 


The Yin and Yang It’s no surprise 
that Hawaii's underwater landscape is 
rugged. It’s mostly basaltic lava which 
quickly drops off thousands of feet. 
Small stands of coral cling to the rock 
and provide habitat for some of the 
weirdest fish you'll ever see, like frog- 
fish, scorpionfish, Spanish Dancers, 
lionfish and an _ unprecedented 
assortment of eels. Local waters are 
also home to some of the fairest fish, 
including my favorite of all time, the 
delicately beautiful Moorish Idol. 
Because the Hawaiian archipelago is 
so isolated from any other land mass, 














many species have evolved to make 
Hawaii the endemic capital of the 
world. About one-fifth of Hawaii’s 
fish species are found only here. 

After our romp in the lava, I pre- 
pare to enter the domain of giants, 
where whales, dolphins, rays and 
sharks rule the wild blue. I reminisce 
about my first visit to the west side of 
the Big Island, commonly referred to 
as the Kona Coast, in 1991 on the 
original Kona Aggressor. Now, 10 
years later, that boat has been moved 
to Truk Lagoon and replaced by a 
newly-constructed and highly-stable, 
80-foot catamaran. This will be my 
home for the next few days, and as 
luck would have it, my old friend Gui 
Garcia, who was a divemaster on the 
first Kona Aggressor, is now the cap- 
tain of the new and improved one. 

“We're putting the shark cage on 
the boat this week,” he told me slyly. 
“Could be interesting.” 

Catering to a group of only 10, the 
boat crew bathes the guests in the 
experience: diving with dolphins, 
abundant food and drink (alcohol is 
included in the price), a hot tub on the 
sun deck and up to five or six dives a 
day, depending on how fanatical you 
want to be. Our plan is to move south 
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Morays, like this Whitemouth Moray,» 
abound in the waters off Kong=* .°, 
Ser. “i. 
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along the coastline, Jam 
swinging offshore @ 

between dive sites to 
look for Pilot Whales. 

“When we find the whales, we will 
find the Whitetips,” Gui explains. 

He’s not referring to benign Reef 
Whitetip Sharks, but the aggressive 
Oceanic Whitetips (star of the film Blue 
Water White Death). Thus the cage. 

“The last time we had the cage on 
board,” Gui begins his fish story, “I saw a 
giant Oceanic Whitetip. It was at least 10 
feet long. At first, I thought it was a false 
Killer Whale. Then it came right toward 
the cage.” As he tells the story, his hand 
becomes the shark and brushes right in 
front of his face for maximum impact. 
“Just like that,” he says wide-eyed. And 
sO we continue to salivate over Whitetips 
as we scan the horizon. 

Even though we're striking out in 
the blue, the in-shore dives are 
notable. One morning we spend two 
hours snorkeling with a pod of 
Spinner Dolphins. We explore lava 
tubes and caves. Hammerheads show 
up here and there. Mantas and turtles 
visit as well as frogfish, lionfish, octo- 
pus and more eels than I’ve ever seen. 
If this were Cayman, they'd quickly 
name the place Eel City. 


Photo/David Kearnes, 
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As we move further south, we 
approach South Point, which is actu- 
ally the southern most tip of the 
United States. This is Hawaii’s answer 
to Cape Horn, where ocean currents 
collide. It’s a good spot for Whale 
Sharks, Humpbacks and our elusive 
Pilot Whales. Forty-foot cliffs plum- 
met into an angry sea and it looks 
like the edge of the world. The winds 
are beginning to kick up and Gui 
looks across the waves pensively. 

“Looks bad,” Gui said as white caps 
covered the sea. “This is no good. We 
go north for a better anchorage.” 

With fatiguing grips, we hold on to 
the Pilot Whale dream. But as the days 
on the Aggressor fly by, the cage stays 
dry. No whales. Still, Gui and the gang 
fill our diving cup. I think back to 
1991 and realize that this diving is as 
good, if not better than 10 years ago. 
That, in itself, is amazing. 3 


Special thanks to the crew of the Kona 
Aggressor, Thane at Planet Ocean and 
Mark and Lori at The Rainforest 
Retreat Resort. 
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Regal Emperor Shrimp blend in with their 4 f 
brightly-colored sea cucumber host. BY 
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‘Rabaul This town was once considered one of the most I 


beautiful in the South Pacific, that is until 1994, when 
a major volcanic eruption nearly buried it. Lying in the 


2 
foothills of Tuvurvur volcano, the entire town was * * 
blasted with several feet of mud and ash, collapsing i : 
buildings, burying plants and roads, and destroying E ‘ 
businesses. But, Rabaul has survived. While parts of s 5. 
the town still remain buried, the hotels have reopened, Ee _ 
A plethora of sea life |= : 

the local bar serves ice-cold beer, there is an open phar- 5 7 
; engulfs a diver off Rabaul. | © \e 

macy, a busy supermarket and a souvenir shop that < Y 





sells goods from ash-dusted shelves. The roads have ; 

been reconstructed, carved into several feet of black mud, and flowers and trees are being replanted, all while ft. 

mount Tuvurvur continues to rumble in the background, occasionally belching black dust into the air. at 
At 


IVING THE RING OF FIRE Papua New GUINEA ! 





It’s a surreal backdrop to the area's 
incredible diving. A new plume of 
smoke and ash was rising 
toward the otherwise blue 
sky as we descended onto 
Pete’s Mitsubishi Biplane 
wreck, an intact aircraft bril- 
liantly embellished with red, 
yellow and orange sponges 
and soft corals. This site is 
only a five-minute boat ride from the 
Submarine Base Resort at Cape Tawui. 

Directly in front of the resort, is a 
wall dive simply referred to as “The 
Submarine Base Dive.’ The wall is so 
steep and starts so shallow that the 
Japanese used it as a wharf for reprovi- 


The entire seascape at Susan’s Reef is clustered 


with red seawhips. 


Photo/Witte-Mahaney, Blue Kirio 





sioning during World War II. Now, the 
shallow, hard coral garden makes for 
excellent snorkeling, and the sheer wall 
hosts huge clusters of tangled rope 
sponge. Other dives include WW II and 
more recent wrecks, as well as sea- 
mounts and the current-swept reefs off 
the nearby Duke of York Island. 

“im>be ay For all the tales we'd 
heard, Kimbe was the place we knew the 


most about, in large part because our 
friend Tammy Peluso had moved there 


took our local guide only a couple of 
minutes to find not only one, but two 


PNG has received a lot of bad press over the years, instilling unnecessary fears in 
many travelers. Adhering to common sense—don’t walk around the cities by your- 
self, especially at night, and don’t carry a lot of cash—will keep trouble at bay. When traveling into the high- 


several years ago and opened a photo 
center in conjunction with Walindi 
Resort. According to Tammy, Kimbe Bay 
is what divers’ dreams are made of, and 
nine wonderful dives later, we agreed 
with her entirely. 

Our first day started with a thrilling 
dolphin experience. Walindi’s 
dive boat is outfitted with a 
couple of special nets 
attached to the sides of the 
boat. Wearing only a mask 
and snorkel, we zoomed 
through the water at the same 
speed as the boat and the dol- 
phins. We saw them below us, 
next to us, in front of us, and 
at times, they would turn 
around and face us for a few 
seconds. Then, suddenly the 
dolphins would dive down 
out of sight and disappear 
into the blue, ending our fab- 
ulous encounter. 

The diving proved to be 
nothing short of awesome. At 
Susan’s Reef, an entire wall 
was clustered with beautiful 
combinations of red 
seawhips, Blue and 
Orange Elephant Ear 
Sponges, barrel sponges, 
seafans and crinoids. | 
found myself spinning 
around, swimming back 
and forth, unsure how to capture 
this spectacular seascape on film. 
At Kirsty Janes, another magnifi- 
cent reef structure, with seawhips, 
gorgonian and sponges in abun- 
dance, our focus was directed toward 
one particular seafan, which was home 
to a Pygmy Seahorse. These tiny crea- 
tures are only the size of a polyp and 
extremely difficult to spot. Amazingly, it 





lands or to other remote areas, go with organized, professional tour companies and stay at reputable resorts. If 
you have a forced layover in Port Moresby, you may want to spend this time at the nearby Airways Hotel. The hotel 
will come and pick you up from the airport and drop you off, store your luggage and allow you to use their facil- 
ities, including the swimming pool. 





Pygmies. Masterfully camouflaged, the 
Pygmy Seahorses look exactly like the 
seafan in color and shape. Observing 
them through my magnifying macro 
lens, I could actually see their micro- 
scopic eyes and mouth. But as soon as 
I'd look at them with my bare eyes, they 
were lost among the polyps. 

At Rastorff Island, our guide took us 
straight to a pair of Harlequin 
Ghostpipefish, a strikingly colored Blue 
Ribbon Eel and a pair of Caledonian 
Stingers, evil-looking, highly venomous 
bottom dwellers. In the shallows, we dis- 
covered an entire family of black sea- 
horses. I was utterly thrilled. In all my 
years of diving, I had never seen a sea- 
horse. And in Kimbe Bay, I encountered 
three different species, ranging in size 
from smaller than a grain of rice to more 
than half-a-foot in length. 

In 12 days of diving, we hardly 
scratched the surface of what PNG 
has to offer. Equally exciting dive 
regions are scattered throughout the 
archipelago. And more adventures 
await within the mysterious highlands 
and the unique Sepik River region of 


Between Rabaul and 


Kimbe Bay, is Fathers 
Reef, a remote formation that can only be dived via live- 
aboard. Numerous seamounts boast an abundance of 
fish, including sharks, fusiliers, batfish, clouds of snap- 


pers, damsels, butterflyfish and jacks all gathered 
around these coral adorned pinnacles. On occasion, the 
live-aboards, Febrina or Peter Hughes’ Star Dancer, will 
conduct shark dives at a spot named Killibob’s Knobs. 
Gray Reef Sharks, Whitetips and even a few beefy 
Silvertips surround divers as soon as they hit the water. 


the main island. Papua New Guinea is 
truly one of the most unexplored 
countries on earth, and has success- 
fully captured my dreams for adven- 
ture for many years to come. ™® 
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WERE TRUE. CLOUDS OF IRIDESCENT a, 
BLUE DAMSELFISA HOVERED OVER BRANCHING \ 

CORALS, LARGE StHFANS SWAYED IN THE GENTLE ' 
SURGE, AND VIBRANT SOFT CORALS ACCENTED THE SCENE. 








ANGELFISH SRUNTERED PAST HNO WRASSES MINGLED WITH SCHOOLS , 
OF MULTI-COLORED ANTHIRS. AN UNROLY MOB OF GORTFISH AND JACKS q 
DESCENDED ON A CORAL HERD, AND A a y. 

LARGE MARBLE RAY GLIDED WITHIN INCHES q 

OF MY HEAD. THIS PLACE GAVE THE PHRASE, 3 { 


| “TEEMING WITH LIFE, NEW MEANING. | KNEW 1 | ‘ 
sess} WOULD BEA LONG TIME BEFORE | GOT MY FILL. ' % 


A diver has a heart-pounding encounter with a Whale Shark. Inset: Wat Chalong Temple. ' ‘ 
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peninsula lies the Gulf of Thailand, actually an appendage of 
the Pacific Ocean. To the west is the Andaman Sea, marking the 
eastern edge of the Indian Ocean. Diving opportunities abound 
on both sides of Thailand, although the Gulf of Thailand, with 
dozens of dive centers and countless idyllic islands, is primarily 
known as a mecca for dive training. Most experienced divers 
agree that Thailand’s best diving is to the west. The Andaman 
Sea generally has better visibility, greater species diversity and 
features a huge fleet of day-boats and live-aboards. Diving here 
is concentrated in five main regions: Phuket, Phi Phi Islands, 
Similan Islands, Northern Islands and Ko Surin. 


Phuket South East Asia’s premier resort area, Phuket is the 
gateway to the Andaman Sea. Daytrip sites like Shark 
Point, Anemone Reef and Ko Doc Mai often have limited 
visibility, but are rich in marine life, including lionfish, 
clownfish, cuttlefish and Zebra Sharks. The vast majority 
of Thailand’s live-aboard fleet is based here, offering trips 
from 2 to 10 days, visiting some or all of the Andaman’s 
other regions. 


Two for One 
. Many Phuket-based live-aboards also include an 
. opportunity to dive in the neighboring country of 
= Myanmar (sometimes called Burma). Having been 
largely closed to the outside world until 1997, diving is 
still in its infancy there. Many operators combine 
Thailand’s Similan and Northern Islands with several days in Myanmar. Thus, it is pos- 
sible to experience the best diving of two different countries in one live-aboard trip. 


A diver hovers above a kaleidoscope 
of multi-colored soft corals. 


That dive was 14 years ago, and J still can’t get enough 
of Thailand. It’s a country where even day-to-day life is 
exotic, from saffron-robed monks making their rounds 
to herds of water buffalo grazing by the roads. 
Throughout the country, your senses will be pleasantly 
assaulted, whether it’s the soothing sound of traditional 
Thai music or the pungent aroma of chilies and garlic 
sizzling in a wok. Thailand is also blessed with a wealth 
of scenic beauty, from jagged, jungle-covered mountains 
to miles of white-sand beaches. Cultural attractions are 
everywhere, including glittering temples, immense 
Buddha figures and colorful local markets. Among the 
greatest pleasures, however, are the Thai people them- 
selves. They have a long tradition of warmth and hospi- 
tality, and seem perpetually cheerful. It is no wonder 
their country is known as “The Land of Smiles.” 

Of course, exotic shouldn’t be equated with rustic. Hotels 
and dive boats range from merely comfortable to flat-out 
luxurious. And, with its modern infrastructure, Thailand is 
very user-friendly; getting around and communicating are 
generally quite easy. 

Blessed with lengthy coastlines on two different oceans, 
Thailand is a diver's paradise. Geographically, the country can 
be compared to an elephant’s head. To the north, the “head” is 
primarily landlocked, while most of the diving areas are in the 
south, on either side of the “trunk.” On the east side of this 
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A pair of Harlequin Shrimp noshing on.a Crown-of-Thorns Sea Star. 
inset above: A Reticulated Moray Eel. 


Phi Phi Islands The Phi Phi Islands are known for caverns 
and caves, shallow walls, diverse marine life, good snorkeling 
and spectacular topside scenery. In rocky reefs divers can find 
scorpionfish and Blue-ringed Angelfish or cruise over sandy 
bottoms for Zebra Sharks and Bluespotted Rays. This area is a 
good choice for those with limited time as there are plenty of 
accommodations and dive operations on the island, and day 
trips are available from Phuket. 


Southern Islands The twin sites of Hin Daeng (Red Rock) 
and Hin Muang (Purple Rock) both offer dramatic walls, 

























cuttlefish, Zebra Sharks and huge Morays. Whale Shark and 
Manta sightings are always a possibility, too. Hin Muang also 
features incredible soft coral and anemones. Another region- 
al favorite is Ko Ha Yai, where a huge cavern extends well back 
into the island. A large air-filled chamber enables divers to 
surface and view the stalactites. If a swell is running, clouds 
form and disappear in the chamber every few seconds as the 
waves cause rapid pressure changes. 


Similan Islands Known as the “jewel of Thai Marine 
National Parks,” this area is made up of nine rocky islands 


Purple Fire Goby, a deep dwelling 
resident of Andaman Sea reefs. 


with rugged topography, lush green interiors and fine, 
white-sand beaches. Underwater, marine life is abundant 
and diverse, and the terrain highly varied. Signature sites 
include East of Eden, offering great wide-angle scenery 
(seafans, soft corals and schooling fish) and also good 
macro creatures (Purple Fire Gobies, allied cowries, 
unusual nudibranchs). Elephant’s Head is a high-profile 
reef, with huge granite boulders rising from deep water, 
extending well above the surface. There are intriguing 
tunnels and swim-throughs, good coral growth and an 
excellent variety of fish life. Fantasea Reef features 
friendly, abundant fish, unusual species (Ribbon Eels, 
jawfish, Mantis Shrimp) and dramatic topography. 
Christmas Point is another rocky, multi-level reef, home 
to White-collar Butterflyfish, Clown Triggerfish and en- 
demic Andaman Sweetlips. Typical invertebrates include 
nudibranchs and Tiger and Egg Cowries. 


Northern Islands One of the premier sites here is Ko 
Bon, a jagged limestone ridge, dropping beyond 140 feet. 
Schooling Bluefin Trevally and checkered snappers often 
terrorize clouds of Silversides, and there is a good chance 
of finding Zebra Sharks or Manta Rays. At Ko Tachai, 
twin rocky pinnacles are connected by a coral-covered 
ridge. Abundant reef fish, schooling snappers and bar- 
racudas are the featured attraction, as are batfish and 
Manta cleaning stations. 


Ko Surin Actually two main islands and several smaller 
ones, Surin is home to a wide range of terrestrial 
wildlife. Underwater, divers are likely to see species sel- 
dom encountered elsewhere in the region, such as 
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Barramundi Cod, Napoleon Wrasse and Bumphead 
Parrotfish. This is also an outstanding area for snorkeling. 

Nine miles east of Surin is Richelieu Rock. This limestone 
pinnacle is considered among Thailand’s premier dive sites, 
mainly because of species diversity. From Mantis Shrimp to 
morays, nudibranchs and needlefish, there seems to be no end 
to the variety. Lush soft corals thrive in steady currents, and 
shallower sections are dominated by green, beige and purple 
anemones, providing homes for porcelain crabs and five 
species of clownfish. Cuttlefish make frequent appearances, 
often mating and laying eggs. Schooling fish are common, 
including snappers, Chevron Barracuda and Big-eye Jacks. 
Occasionally even ghost pipefish, frogfish and Harlequin 
Shrimp are encountered. 

I can think of few places Pd rather be than Thailand. Even 
after 6,000 dives in these waters, I still look forward to every 
one, and frequently discover things I’ve never noticed 
before. Above water, the same friendly people and fascinat- 
ing culture I found when I first arrived are alive and well. For 
superb diving and magical experiences, Thailand has the 
makings of superb exotic adventure. 


Special thanks to Fantasea Divers and Ocean Rover Live- 
aboard Cruises. 








This longtail boat appears to be 
suspended on blue air. 
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ABUT, 1S A GEDGRAPHIC TRIANGLE THAT CONTAINS MORE MARINE SPECIES THAN ANY OTnE 
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STHE TRIANGLE ARE ROUGHLY AT NORTH SULAWESI, SOUTRWEST TO BOLI AND SOUTHEAST 10 IRIAN JAVA. THIS RICH VOLCANIC AREA 4 
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Bali Island of the Gods and land of fiery 
volcanoes with fertile valleys shrouded 
in mist. This divine island has much to 
offer, yet most visitors go no further 
than the beaches of Sanur, Kuta and 
Nusa Dua in the south. Looking for 


i 


A baitball swirls over a 
vivid soft coral off Komodo. 


something different, we headed three 
hours north and east. 

We drove along the coast and 
through the mountains on narrow 
winding roads that seemed to be per- 
petually under construction. Along the 
way, we passed quaint artisan villages 
and colorful religious processions. 

Against the imposing backdrop of 
Gunung Agung, a volcano that last 
erupted in 1963, is Tulamben, a small vil- 
lage with a rocky beach and great diving. 

We settled in at Paradise Beach 


ties , i pict ‘ 2 
Dwe an Undernvacer Volcano 


Mahengetang, in the picturesque Sangihe Islands, is 
one of the few places where you can dive on an underwater 
volcano. The vent sits just under the surface 
amid a desolate seascape strewn with boul- 
ders coated with yellow sulfurous deposits. 
Hundreds of tiny bubbles race to the surface 
as hot gases escape from deep in the heart 
of the volcano. The water is noticeably 
warmer here, and although nothing seems to 
be living, a closer look reveals tiny sea stars, 
algae, small worms and sprouting corals. In 
contrast, the other side of the volcano has 


already developed into a beautiful coral reef. 


In the distance, the still active Siau volcano glows red, 
spewing plumes of lava and smoke into the heavens. 
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Bungalows where Emiko, the dive opera- 
tions manager, gave us a briefing, “There’s 
a reef with scattered coral heads in front. 
The buoy marks the easiest point of entry. 
Youll need porters to dive the drop-off 
and the wreck. Let me know when you 



























4 a: gs — 2) “ : 
a oe ms * I, - . 
pl ee _ , - 
- af - > ? “ 
var Soe S ee - 
es “a 4 
. - J ‘ 4 ‘4 yf . 
y a re _~ Z 
o > ee “ , ? J ‘, ; 
—_—_— Pn ~<a ae iy . y 4 . ee . ss 
>. of a aw ee af hn by al Fae } 
ze “2 eae Sea = / -- a 
. ~~ Pe es eo ¥ - ~_— =; > 
~ -_ Pw —_— D4 , Pi ; 
> — 2 al —_ # * 
- ~ a ne! gh Ps Y , ‘ = 
ou “~~ Oo - ¥ e" i - D gn f —- 
: best rk oo ~ a 
< Piles ' ies — a se yo 
= ~ i ae ~” < —-_ . 
——_ - - 
~~ f : “= ‘ a 
\ me, - . a. ae ~ 
( se —— — 
oon Waa, a 
Sy ~ 4 Pd 
yee y bn a 
y 7 Cm - oad 
j ap. a ~ — a a 
De, “ ~ = 
pes a —- - - a 
a aa - 


want to dive and how many porters you 
want. How much weight do you need?” 

The keyword for diving at Paradise 
is independence. You dive when, 
where, how long and how deep you 
want. You're on your own unless you 
request a guide. That also means you 
set up and rinse your own gear. 

The house reef, a few steps from where 
you gear up, has reef patches, giant 
sponges and open sandy areas to explore. 
Visibility was over 100 feet and we found 
everything from Harlequin Shrimp to 


A free-for-all of color and,tex- 
ture, this Zebra Crab riimmages 
Over a toxic sea urchin. 
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No trip is complete without a visit to the infa- 
mous park denizens, the Komodo dragons. These 
carnivorous lizards are the world’s largest and 
can exceed 10 feet in length. 

Armed with long sticks to deter aggressive 
lizards, the rangers led us on a “dragon walk” 


2 through the bush. 


At first we hung iii: ° of 
back, not sure the (iggy eam: 
sticks would work “=*—<™ Nu 
confronted "aera 

with an irate drag- Bhs, pe 

on, but we got a bit ny 

braver after our first encounter. It seemed drag- 





- ons were lethargic when well-fed, and the 


rangers had to make sure they stayed that way. 


Blacktipped Sharks. Feather 
stars, soft corals and reef 
fish added plenty of color to 
the black-sand bottom. Late 
afternoon was the best time 
to see the many cleaning 
stations in action. 
At one end of the 
beach was the Liberty, a 
beautifully overgrown 
World War II wreck that 
wasnt completely sub- 
merged until 1963 when Gunung 
Agung erupted. Resident jacks circled 
off the stern at 45 feet. The bow was at 
130 feet. Exposed rocks at the other 
end of the beach marked the drop-off 
with lots of growth and a school of 
Bumphead Parrotfish. 


Komodo Leaving the tranquil east coast 

behind, we headed south to busy Benoa 

Harbor to board Pelagian, a first-class 

yacht that took us past Lombok and 

Sumbawa to the superb diving of 
Komodo and Rinca islands. This 
was our first trip to Nusa 
Tenggara Province, an area of 
biogeographical transition be- 
tween Asia and Australia. 

On the way to Komodo we 
stopped at several sites around 
Sumbawa Island. The diving 
here was easy and pleasant 
with nice stands of corals and 
oddities like bubble shells, 
Ghost Pipefishes, Zebra Crabs 
and stargazers. Night dives 
were good too, and the water 
was a toasty 86°F. 

As we approached Komodo, 


























volcanoes gave way to barren hills and 
scattered islands surrounded by swift 
currents that churn and roll. 

At Sunda Strait, water temperatures 
dropped to the mid-70s, visibility 
decreased and the nutrient-rich waters 
seemed to support more reef life than 
anywhere else. Strong currents meant lots 
of filter feeders, and the reefs were a riot 
of color with seafans, soft corals, sponges 
and feather stars covering every square 
inch of available substrate. There are no 
bare spots and no shortage of fish either. 

One day on Cannibal Rock, a ball of 
baitfish so dense it blocked out the sun, 
came to the reef. Giant groupers, snap- 
pers, jacks and sharks circled, waiting 
to penetrate the wary mass. Out of no- 
where a school of tuna breached the 
group, the silversides flashed away, then 
came together. Order was restored, 
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Lembeh Strait has earned a reputatio 





and the best diving we’d seen in years. 
The base camp was the brainchild of 
Max Ammer, an enthusiastic fellow from 
Holland who pioneered diving in these 
parts while searching for salvageable 
remnants of World War II. In 1994, he set 
up a skeleton camp and has been upgrad- 
ing it ever since. At the time of our visit, 
Max had four thatch water bungalows 
built along a jetty, an open-air dining 
bungalow with a small library, two show- 
er shacks and two individual toilet shacks 
with water (one eastern and one western 
style). Another was under construction. 
The bungalows were clean and 
roomy. There was no furniture to speak 
of but each room had two windows, a 
worktable and a 220V charging station. 
The mattress rested on the bamboo- 
covered floor and mosquito nets were 
suspended from the walls. 


b muck diving and unusual animals like stargaz- 


ers, unique Ghost Pipefish, Pygmy Seahorses, myriad nudibranchs, sea moths, fingered dragonets 
and the like. Most are small and/or well camouflaged, so it’s best to stick with the dive guides who 


Well-hidden Ghost 
Pipefisif. 


are great at spotting the unusual. 
A rule of thumb here is if the guide points at something, take 


a picture of it even if you can’t see what it is—you can figure it 
out later when the film is developed. Sounds crazy, but it’s true. 
There are some weird creatures in Lembeh Strait, and it takes a 
while to develop your “critter eyes.” 


then chaos again, then order. ..all after- 
noon. Being in the thick of the bait ball 
was the most exciting diving we’ve ever 
done, no question about it. 


lrian Jaya Recently renamed Papua 
Barat or West Papua, this land is teem- 
ing with unexplored potential and 
adventure. Most of the land is under a 
thick cover of virgin rainforest. 
Mountains give way to flat coastal areas 
with meandering rivers in the south 
and white beaches in the north. 

The Bird’s Head Peninsula in the 
northwest takes its name from the 
shape of the island of New Guinea. We 
transferred our gear to a boat and 
headed for Kri Island Base Camp. We 
had come in search of the ultimate dive 
and were prepared to sacrifice comfort 
and other amenities in exchange. What 
we found was comfortable accommo- 
dation with an easygoing ambiance, 








The camp is on a white-sand beach on 
Kri, a heavily forested island in the Rajah 
Empat group in the Seram Sea. There 
are four main islands: Waigeo (closest to 
Kri), Batanta, Salawati, Misool and 
many smaller ones. The small limestone 
islands are undercut and clustered 
together, like the rock islands of Palau. 

There’s good diving most anywhere 
you jump in, and Max has found sever- 
al exceptional sites near Kri. His person- 
al favorite, Cape Kri, features a parade 
of sweetlips, mackerels, barracuda and 
occasional Manta Rays and mobulas. 
My favorites were Chicken Reef and 
Sardine Reef. Chicken Reef had lots of 
red tree corals, while Sardine Reef was 
covered with huge seafans. Both had 
mind-boggling numbers of fish and 
exceptionally large giant clams. 

Many sites were swept with strong 
currents, and dives were timed to take 
advantage of manageable water move- 
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The spartan bungalows at Kri 
Island Base Camp in Irian Jaya 





ments. Generally, the fish congregated 
where the current met the reef, and we 
wanted to be right at the edge where the 
current slacks off. Otto, our dive guide, 
did a remarkable job of dropping us at 
precisely the right spot every time. 

The limestone Wawyai Islands in 
Kaboei Bay were an hour from camp 
past a series of pearl farms. We spent the 
day there, diving as much as we wanted. 
They were great for small and unusual 
finds like mollusks that resemble giant 
lumpy nudibranchs. This was truly a 
world away from everyday life. 

I couldn’t remember ever seeing so 
many fish so consistently at so many dif- 
ferent sites. And the little stuff was fabu- 
lous too—Pygmy Seahorses, crinoid 


Cardinalfish.swarm indonesian, 
~ reets‘in, prolifitmfimbers: 


fish, nudibranchs, soft coral crabs, 
shrimp gobies and so on. My biggest 
problem was deciding which lens to 
use—macro or wide-angle. 

In terms of fish life, color and lush 
reefs, Irian Jaya is destined to become 
the standard against which all diving 
is measured. *** 
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WEN, AFER ABOUT 20 HOURS OF FIT TIME FROM THEMES. CORS ENG PAMPERED ALL THE WAY BY THE 
SIAN AIRLINE FLIGHT ATTENDANTS, ARROVED THE MALAVIN STATE OF SRB ON THE NORTH CORSO 
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touched down on a thin ring of 
coral isolated in the expanse of the 
South China Sea..“It doesn’t: get 
much more remote than this,” I had 
to keep telling myself after I was 
escorted to my air-conditioned 
room with a hot shower, telephone, laundry service and 
CNN and MTV pumped in via satellite. My balcony looked 
out onto a freshwater swimming pool, filled with water 
from the resort’s desalinization plant. All this on an island 
just over half a mile long and 300 yards wide. 

There’s also a Malaysian navy base on the island, which 
has prevented this particular patch of coral from suffering 
the xavages and destructive practices of fishermen. 

The result is a reef of such unsullied beauty that it com- 
pels meito drag out hackneyed terms suchas pristine and 
vibrant. A 6,000-foot wall, decorated with gorgonian and 
barrel sponges, rises up to a narrow shallow reef ledge cov- 


sa Giant Bumphead Parroffish off 


ered with both delicate and massive 
hard. corals. Amongst table corals, up 
to four yards across, flit amelange-of 
brilliantly colored reef fish, stun- 
ningly demonstrating our proximity 
to the world’s center_of biodiversity. 
4 On dives, ghostly processions of 
Hammerheads would glide past— 
always just beyond and below. The 
water temperature is 86°F. I look over 
at the reef and my incongruity buzzer 
sounds. Big schools of Hammerheads 
are supposed to be seen in cool water in places with 
upwellings and black volcanic rock. What are they doing cir- 
cling this beautiful tropical reef? Are they lost? The guides 
assure me that they are here all year. 

And there is plenty of other stuff floating around in the 
blue to keep those tank-bangers clanging: Manta Rays, 
Mobula Rays, Gray Reef Sharks, etc. Closer to the reef, 
Whitetip and Zebra Sharks rest on ledges, and Hawksbill 
Turtles poke around. At some sites, swirling tornadoes of 
Bigeye Jacks swallow up divers. Great schools of 
Bumphead Parrotfish roam the reef like herds of buffa- 
lo, occasionally pausing to graze. 








have to keep swimming. I find a nice cleaning station, set up 
my 100 mm macro lens and wait for some customers to show 
up. As I’m focusing in on a little cleaning wrasse, a giant 
Manta swims by just behind it. I’m just getting my concentra- 
tion back when a Gray Reef Shark comes within inches to me. 
So much for macro. I finally decide to go with the flow, which 
Na Se eK. is usually at high-speed, down current. 
a « | ae a : aa If youre not into drift-diving, this is definitely not your place. 
oa me mo Law Even experienced drift-divers may find Layang Layang chal- 
» | * RAs eae eee, lenging. The currents vary from nil to gonzo. And when they are 
$ I eee really fast, there may be up and down currents, too. Clearly not 
a place for the novice diver. And don’t forget your safety sausage. 
Your inner Indiana Jones may feel a bit stifled in the comfort 
RRS a f of the resort, but get him out on the reef, and he'll feel right at 
Rae ONES 4 home. Most divers end up leaving the resort with their snorkels 
Sane ie: | still firmly in their mouths, reluctant even to dry off. 
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i ‘ ‘ % Sipadan Seen from the surface, Sipadan Island doesn’t 
iy \ ae RAE ect R,: * amount to much—a flat little speck of land that you can walk 
WARSI: | Seen ees around in 20 minutes or less. A cross-sectional diagram is 
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Sometimes the action speeds up tv the point of 
sensory overload. A school of Yellowtail Parrotfish 
dashes by in a panic. In the middle of the school, a 
couple Hammerheads are feeding. Gray Reef Sharks 
are attacking the bottom, and a Whitetip is working 
on the top. Giant Trevally are rounding up the edges 
of the school. One of the trevally hits a parrotfish, but 
it escapes and ducks under a coral head. Suddenly, 
everything jumps into warp speed. Sixty-pound 
trevallies zip past me and frantically circle the coral 
head, turning sideways and trying to wedge them- 
selves inside to get at the wounded fish. 
Pye to focus on a ee subjects is difficult. On 
arses wm one dive I attempt to 
photograph a turtle 
when a Manta Ray 
swims right over my 
head. After a week of 
cruising past this 
gorgeous reef in the 
eternal search for 
Hammerheads I re- 
quest a macro dive, 
oblivious to the in- 
congruity of my- 
self—a “big animal [RRAOIVGCIPRINES UIE mS Tem Cd 
photographer” arriving in big animal heaven and beg- [UAWIETO Teme 
ging for little stuff. At first, ’m happy because I don’t FRURVTIGGUNUNT Hire 
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pretty impressive, though. The island is the tip of a needle- 
like spire that rises straight up from the sea bottom thou- 
sands of feet below. It expands into a bit of a bulb near the 
top, so the reef wall is actually undercut below the bulb. The 
reef surrounding Sipadan, although considerably larger 
than the island itself, is still pretty small, but the amount of 
marine life packed onto this meager acreage is nothing 
short of phenomenal. The dense schools of jacks, barracu- 
da, Bumphead Parrotfish and batfish are all the more 
impressive because of their near-complete habituation to 
divers. With nowhere to go on this little reef surrounded by 
deep ocean, they have had to learn to ignore the diver traf- 
fic. A calm and coordinated diver can swim right into a 
school and be swallowed up by it. 
Sipadan is the only place I know of 
where a group of divers can spot 
more than a dozen turtles at very 
close range during a dive, and, 
when discussing the dive during 
the surface interval, no one will 
even mention the turtles. Sure, on 
the first dive or two, a new arrival 
will point at every turtle, but by 
the second day, nobody pays any 
attention. They are simply every- 
where. Not many people even bother to watch them lay 
their eggs on the beach at night or go see the hatchlings 
released in the afternoon. And turtles are not the only 
things that go unnoticed and underappreciated on 
Sipadan. Garden eels, nudibranchs, giant clams, Mantis 
Shrimp, anemones with clownfish, flashlight fish—all sorts 


Me 


™ 


Mabie rich in little thitgsikestiis nudibranch 


A striking school of Batfish. 





of things that would draw a crowd elsewhere fail to attract 
the attention of divers mesmerized by the panoramic view 
of a reef that is packed with everything that can thrive in an 
oceanic preserve where no fishing is allowed. 


Mabul A small island on the continental shelf off of 
Borneo, Mabul is a little over half an hour away from 
Sipadan. Its waters host an amazing variety of small fish 
and invertebrates. These include many prizes to make a 
macro photographer’s heart pound, from gaudy 
Flamboyant Cuttlefish to Blue-ringed Octopus to 
Harlequin Ghostpipefish to frogfish in every color of 
the rainbow. There are actually more species of nudi- 
branchs and other macro critters 
here than on Sipadan, but fewer 
turtles and large schooling fish. 
There is both coral reef diving 
and muck diving, mostly in 
depths of five to 60 feet. Visibility 
ranges from pretty good to pretty 
awful, but is generally more than 
adequate for macro photography. 
Most of the critters can also be 
found at other locales in the far 
western Pacific region, so what 
makes Mabul so special? 

First, destructive fishing practices, such as dynamite fish- 
ing and cyanide fishing, have been halted around Mabul for 
years, allowing the reefs to recover. While food fishing occurs, 
there is no aquarium collecting or other removal of the small 
things divers come here to see. 
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Second, there are daily dive trips to 
Sipadan. Many divers come to Mabul 
primarily to dive at Sipadan, but 
usually discover that the diving on 
Mabul can be just as interesting. Di- 
vers staying on Sipadan often come 
across to Mabul for macro diving. 
Having access to both sites gives 
underwater photographers a mix- 
ture of great wide-angle and macro opportunities. How- 
ever, the resort accommodations are more comfortable and 
luxurious on Mabul. 

And third, the divemasters on Mabul are unsurpassed in 
their ability to spot even the most reclusive, tiniest and best 
camouflaged of those weird little creatures that make tropi- 
cal oceans such interesting places. Sure, there might be just as 
many species on any of the 5,000 other islands in the region, 
but how many would you see wandering around the reefs on 
your own or with an untrained guide? Most of the guides on 
Mabul know more species by common and scientific name 
than your average Ph.D., and they often can tell you some- 
thing about its diurnal habits, breeding cycles, etc. At least 
one of the dive directors there 
has discovered new species and 
published scientific papers on 
his findings in Mabul. Every 
time I go to Mabul I not only see 
a lot of things I’ve never seen 
before, but I also learn a lot. 


Labuan 


Labuan isn’t considered one 
of Malaysia’s glamour dive des- 
tinations. The island city is a 
shipping hub and an interna- 
tional banking center. But it 
offers something that others 
lack: historic and picturesque 
wreck dives. North of Brunei 
Bay, Labuan was a strategic port 
during World War II, and more 
recently, a commerce center. 
With all the ship traffic that 
resulted, it was inevitable that a 
few would go down. 

Four shipwrecks lie in 80 to 
100 feet of water, two of them 
dating back to WW II. They are 
known by prosaic names: the American wreck, the Australian 
wreck, the cement wreck and the blue water wreck. 

The misnamed Aussie wreck had nothing to do with 
Australians. Research showed it to be a Dutch East India trad- 
er built in 1900, converted into a troop transport during the 
war, and scuttled by the Dutch Navy as the Japanese invaded. 
It was salvaged in 1942, renamed the Imbabu Maru and put 
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Labuan’s well-decorated cement 





into the service of the emperor. In 
1944 it hit a mine off Labuan and sank 
a second time. 

The rounded stern has four large 
rectangular openings where win- 
dows used to be, revealing the 
steering mechanism. On my dive 
the visibility gods weren’t cooper- 
ating, but I swam along the deck 
anyway, shooting photos of portholes, winches and 
cleats. According to Borneo Divers’ Randy Davis, April to 
October are the best months to dive Labuan, with viz 
ranging 40 to 50 feet in the inner harbor. 

The American wreck is the Salute, a minesweeper that 
sank in 1945 after hitting a mine, killing nine crewmen. 
The Salute is broken in half, the bow section split open and 
the stern intact. Munitions and supplies are still inside, 
including gas masks, boots and bottles. Depth charges still 
lie in their launchers. The stern is a haven for schooling 
fishes, turtles and rays, while the main mast projects hori- 
zontally over the sand. 

Further out in the bay are two contemporary wrecks. 
Visibility is better there and 
marine growth more pro- 
fuse. The Tun Huang was car- 
rying a load of cement from 
Taiwan to Brunei for the sul- 
tan’s palace when it hit a reef 
in 1980. Lying upright in 80 
feet, every surface is covered 
with spectacular sponges, 
gorgonians and soft corals. 
Despite the green water of a 
springtime bloom, I found 
numerous photo ops. Deck 
stairways and lifeboat davits 
are gardens of color. The for- 
ward mast forms a huge 
cross, swarmed by fish. 
According to Davis, much of 
the marine life was swept off 
by a 1997 storm, but it has 
returned with a vengeance. 

The blue water wreck is the 
Mabini Pride, a Philippine 
fishing trawler that sank after 
catching fire in 1981. Virtually 
intact and covered by rich 
marine growth, she lies on her port side in 115 feet. 
Located 21 miles from port, she receives the least diving 
pressure of the Labuan wrecks. Both of the modern 
wrecks offer opportunities for close-up photography 
rivaling a rich reef environment. If your diving plans 
include Malaysia and you are interested in shipwrecks, 
Labuan is the place to go. 


wreck, the Jun Huang. 





STO OMCU IDE 


GETTING THERE: 
Hawaii, the Big Island. Fly in from anywhere (swim- 
ming from L.A. is not advised). Most major airlines service 
the island, such as American Airlines, 
Continental Airlines, Hawaiian Airlines 
and United Airlines. 


Kauai 


Kona Coast 


FACTS & TIPS: 

Best Time To Visit: Excellent year- 

round, but September to April is best diving because there’s less 
chance of rain. Topside Climate: Tropical. Comfortably balmy 
and warm year-round with northeasterly tradewinds. Near coast, 
temperatures range from 68 to 83°F. Water Temperature: 74 
to 82°F (average of 78°F). Exchange Rate: USD is easily, too 
easily, accepted. Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time minus 
6 hours (5 during daylight-saving). 


Hawaii 


LIVE-ABOARDS & DIVE OPERATORS: 
Kona Aggressor (800) 348-2628 www.aggressor.com ° 
Eco-Adventures (808) 329-7116 www.eco-adventure.com 
* Hualalai Watersports (808) 325-8222 www.divesail.com 
° Jack’s Diving Locker (808) 329-7585 www.jacksdiving 
locker.com © Kona Coast Divers (808) 329-8802 
www.konacoastdivers.com * Manta Ray Dives of Hawaii 
(800) 982-6747 www.rainbowdiver.com * Planet Ocean 
Watersports—Hilo (808) 935-7277 www.hawalidive.com ° 
Red Sail Sports (800) 255-6425 www.redsail.com 
Sandwich Isle Divers (888) 743-3483 www.sandwich 
isledivers.com * Sea Paradise Scuba (808) 322-2500 
WWW. Seaparadise.com 


RESORTS: 
Rainforest Retreat (808) 982-960! www.rainforestretreat.com 


RESOURCES: 

Hawaii Visitors’ and Convention Bureau (800) GO-HAWAII 
www.gohawall.com ° AquaQuest www.aquaquest.com ° 
Lonely Planet Guide to Hawaii www.lonelyplanet.com ° 
Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


inea 
Rabaul 


GETTING THERE: 
From the US. PNG is 
easiest reached via 
Cairns, Australia or 
Singapore. Air Niugini, the 
national airline, operates 
between Australia and Asia 
(in conjunction with Singapore Airlines). Port 
Moresby is the largest international gateway, but another inter- 
national airport has just opened at Alotau (Milne Bay Province). 


Port Moresby 


PNG 

FACTS & 

TIPS: 

Best Time To Visit: 

Mid-April through = mid- 

December, although the tradewinds 

may blow fairly strong during July and August. 

January through March is the rainy season and cyclones 
are a possibility. Topside Climate: 73 to 89°F in coastal 
areas, 57 to 82°F in the highlands. Temperatures are 
coolest during the Southern Hemisphere during winter. 
Water Temperature: Average of 84°F in Kimbe Bay, 
Rabaul and other northern areas. Milne Bay and Port 
Moresby average 80°F. Exchange Rate: |.00 (USD) = 
2.933 (PGK) USD accepted in resort areas. Time 
Difference: Eastern Standard Time plus 10 hours. 


LIVE-ABOARDS & DIVE OPERATORS: 
Blue Sea Charters (O11) 61-145-130-880 www.blue 
seacharters.com * Mike Ball Dive Expeditions (888) MIKE- 
BALL www.mikeball.com * M/V Barbarian (011) 872-761- 
339-154 www.niuginidiving.com * M/V Chertan (011) 
675-64-11167 www.chertan.com * M/V Febrina (800) 
443-0799 www.febrina.com * M/W Golden Dawn (011) 
675-325-6500 www.mvgoldendawn.com * M/V Telita (011) 
675-321-4210 www.tufitelita.com * Peter Hughes’ Star 
Dancer (800) 9-DANCER www.peterhughes.com ° Dive 
Centre Rabaul (011) 675 982-1247 


RESORTS: 
Submarine Base Hotel (Rabaul) (011) 675-982- 
7200 (O11) 675-982-7206 * Walindi Plantation 
(800) 443-0799 www.walindi.com 


RESOURCES: 
PNG Tourism Promotion Authority (011) 675- 
320-0211 www.paradiselive.org.pg © PNG Divers 
Association Inc. (011) 675-320-0211 www.pngdive.com ¢ 
Lonely Planet Guide to Papua New Guinea www.lonely 
planet.com * Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 
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GETTING THERE: 


A host of international carriers (including Thai Airways 
International [THAI], China Airlines, Korean Airlines, Pam Am and 
CP Air) service Don Muang, 

Bangkok's major airport. 

Flights in and out of 

Thailand are often 

overbooked so it's 

imperative that you Andaman 

reconfirm ongoing 
flights as soon as you 
arrive. The departure tax 
on international flights Is 
around US$13 but this is 
waived if youve in the coun- 
try for less than 12 hours. 


Koh © 
Phi Phi 
Phuket 


Gulf of 

Thailand 
THAILAND FACTS & TIPS: 
Best Time To Visit: November through April (dry season). 
Topside Climate: Tropical. Dry season is mostly sunny, with 
occasional evening showers. Water Temperature: Usually 79 
to 84°F, although thermoclines may temporarily drop temps to 
low 70s°F. Exchange Rate: 1.00 (USD) = 45 Thai Baht 
Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time + 12 hours (6 PM 
in New York is 6 AM the next day in Thailand). 


LIVE-ABOARDS & DIVE OPERATORS: 

M/V Aquaone (888) 996-2782 www.dive-aqualine.com * 
Atlantis (503) 212-5452 www.atlantis-asia.com ° Aquasports 
Phuket (Phuket) (011) 66-76-223-394 www.dive-aquasports.com 
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Skin Diver 


* M/V Discovery (Santana Diving) (800) 925-4777 
www.santanaphuket.com ° Dive Asia Pacific (800) 962- 
0395 www.dive-asiapacific.com * Dive Master Co. Ltd. 
(O11) 2-938-4216 www.divemaster.net * M/V Fantasea 
(O11) 66-76-340-088 www.fantasea.net * Genesis (011) 
66-76-280-607 www.genesis| phuket.com * High Class 
Adventure (800) 736-5651 www.highclass-adventure.com 
¢ The Junk june Hong Chian Lee (011) 66-76-294-235 
www.thejunk.com * PIDC Divers (011) 66-76-280-644 
www.pidedivers.com * Scuba Cat Diving (II) 66-76- 
293-121 www.scubacat.com * Scuba Quest (011) 66-76- 
271-113 www.scuba-quest.com * ScubaGlobe (Phuket) 


THE RENG 


www.scubaglobe.com * Sea Bees (011) 66-76-381-765 
www.sea-bees.com * Sea World Dive Team (011) 66-76- 


341-595 www.seaworld-phuket.com * Siam Dive n’ Sail 
(Phuket) (O11) 66-76-330-967 www.siamdivers.com 


RESORTS: 

Palm Beach Travelodge Resort (Phi Phi) (011) 
66-76-214-654 www.phiphi-palmbeach.com = ° 
PP Princess (Koh Phi Phi) (011) 66 75 622- 
079 www.phuket.com/ppprincess * Tonsai Village 
Resort (Phi Phi) (O11) 66-2-304-0423 www.sawadee 
.com/krabi/tonsaivillage 


We Get It 


pS Introducing the all 


OCEANIC 


Inventing The Freedom Of Diving 


Visit our website to find out more about the Vortex Series. 
While you're there set up your FREE Dive Locker and win BIG! 


VAVVAVY A Ola -Yohelra celatoh are l-Pedolin 


Regulators ¢ Dive Computers ¢ Analog Gauges e Buoyancy Compensators e Masks @ Snorkels Fins © Drysuits 
WetsuitseDive Vehicles eAccessorieseHoods eBootieseGloves eKnives eAppareleBagsePro Resorts 
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RESOURCES: 

Tourism Authority of Thailand www.tourismthailand.org * 
Lonely Planet Guide to Thailand www.lonelyplanet.com ° 
Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


ndonesia — 


Lembeh Strait Sangihe, 


Manado 


Irian Jaya 


GETTING THERE: 

for Manado Island, Sangihe Island and 
Lembeh Strait, Singapore Airlines to Singapore 
and Silk Air to Manado. For Tulamben and 
Komodo, take any major airline airline to Bali or Silk 
Air from Singapore. For Irian Jaya, fly Silk Air or Garuda 
to Ujung Pandang; Pelangi or Merpati to Sorong. U.S. citi- 
zens receive a 60-day, non-extendable visa on arrival, but 
MUST have: a passport with six blank pages, six months 
validity remaining on passport and a return ticket out of 
Indonesia. 


INDONESIA FACTS & TIPS: 

Best Time to Visit: Manado & Sangihe Islands and 
Tulamben: March through October. Komodo and Irian 
Jaya: March through November. Lembeh Strait: Year-round. 
Topside Climate: Northwest monsoon (October to 
March) rain/overcast skies, esp. December to February. 
Southeast monsoon (April to September) sunny, windy in 
July-August. Daytime temperatures 80 to 85°F. Water 
Temperature: Manado & Sangihe Islands and Irian Jaya: 
83 to 86°F. Lembeh Strait: 78 to 82°F. Tulamben: 80 to 
83°F. Komodo: 76 to 86°F. Exchange Rate: !.00 (USD) 
= approx. 9,100 (Rupiah). Traveler's checks, credit cards 
and foreign currencies other than USD are often not 
accepted in Indonesia. Currency must be clean and crisp 
with no writing and not torn or taped. Time 
Difference: Eastern Standard Time plus I 1 hours (Irian 
Jaya is EST plus 12) 


CONTACTS: 

Manado & Sangihe Island: Tasik Ria Resort 
(Ol 1) 62-431-850445 www.tasikria.com * Eco-Divers at 
Tasik Ria (011) 62-431-824445 www.eco-divers.com * 
Southeast Asia Liveaboards (5/V Crescent) (011) 66-76- 
340606 www.sealiveaboards.com * Lembeh Strait: 
Kungkungan Bay Resort (925) 825-1939 (US office) 
www.kungkungan.com Tulamben: Dive Paradise 
Tulamben (011) 62-363-22918 Email: dive@ balinet ° 
Komodo: Dive Asia Pacific (M/V Pelagian) (800) 
962-0395 www.dive-asiapacific.com * Irian Jaya: Irian 
Diving www.irandiving.com (O11) 62-951-332222 
Bagus Indonesia (for lodging & air travel via Ujung 
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Pandang) (O11) 62-411-872234 Email: bagusin@ 
indosat.net.id * Bali: Bali Diving Agency (011) 62- 
361-735284 www.divingparadise.com * Bali Hai Diving 
Adventures (011) 62-361-724062 * Hotel Aneka 
Lovina (O11) 62-362-411212 www.indo.com/hotels/ 
aneka * Mas Lovina Beach Cottages (011) 62- 362- 
41237 © Spice Dive (011) 62-362-41305 www.damai. 
com/spicedive 


RESOURCES: 
Indonesian Tourist Promotion Office (North America) 
www.indonesianet.com ° Lonely Planet Guide to 
Indonesia www.lonelyplanet.com * Skin Diver Online 
www.skin-diver.com 


Kota 
Kinabalu 


GETTING THERE: 
More than 40 internation- 
al airlines fly into 
Malaysia, while the 
national carrier, 
Malaysia Airlines, 

has a global net- 
work that spans 

six continents and 

a national network 
that covers more than 36 

local destinations. There are six international airports in 
Malaysia with the main gateway being Kuala Lumpur 
International Airport (KLIA) at Sepang in the state of 
Selangor. In addition, there are 14 domestic airports and 
airstrips for the rural areas. Malaysian Airline System 
(MAS) is the main domestic airline, but there are a grow- 
ing number of others serving popular tourist destinations; 
these airlines include Pelangu Air, Berfaya Air and Mofaz 
Air. Layang Layang Atoll is only accessible via charter 
flight from Kota Kinabalu in Sabah, Borneo, Malaysia. 
Usually the best route for U.S. residents is LA. to Kuala 
Lumpur to Kota Kinabalu (overnight in Kota Kinabalu), 
then on to Layang Layang. * Malaysia Airlines (800) 
552-9264 www. malaysiaairlines.com 


Layang 


Layang \ 


Labuan — 


Sipadan, 
Mabul, 


BORNEO FACTS & TIPS: 

Best Time To Visit: Maximum visibility is from April to 
October. Clothing recommendations: city casual. Topside 
Climate: Warm and tropical, but moderated by the sur- 
rounding ocean, so it’s not deathly hot. Air temperatures 
are usually in the 80s°F, with a typical range of about 
75 to 95°F Water Temperature: 78 to 86°F. 
Exchange Rate: |.00 (USD) = 3.8 Malaysian Ringgit 
U.S. dollars and major credit cards are accepted at the 
resort on Layang Layang, at major hotels in Kota 
Kinabalu and Kuala Lumpur and in airport shops. It is 
only necessary to purchase local currency if one plans 
to make excursions into town or the countryside from 
Kota Kinabalu or Kuala Lumpur. Time Difference: 
Eastern Standard Time plus 12 hours. 


Borméer 


LIVE-ABOARDS & DIVE OPERATORS: 
Borneo Divers (O11) 60-88-222-226 www,jaring. 
my/bdivers/ * International Diving Expeditions (800) 
544-3483 wwwlove2travel.com * Oceanic Explorer 
(877) 348-3475 info@ explorerliveaboards.com 


RESORTS: 

Layang Layang Resort (O11) 603-2162-2877 
www.layanglayang.com ° Sipadan Mabul Resort 
(O11) 60-88-230-006 www.sipadan-mabul.com.my 
Sipadan Water Village (Mabul) (011) 60-89-752-996 
www.sipadan-village.com.my ° The Waterfront 
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ENJOY: 
¢ DELUXE ACCOMMODATIONS 


¢ FULL SERVICE DIVE OPERATIONS 


LIVE & LET’S DIVE 
KEY LARGO FLORIDA 


Labuan Hotel (011) 6087-41-8111 E-mail: Icslbn@ 
tm.net.my 


RESOURCES: 

Malaysia Travel (888) 359-8655 www.emalaysiatrav- 
el.com © Sabah Tourism www.sabahtourism.com ° 
Tourism Malaysia West Coast (800) 336-6842 
www.lourismMalaysia.com * Tourism Malaysia East 
Coast (800) 558-6787 www.VisitMalaysiacom 
Tourism Malaysia www.tourism.gov.my ° Lonely 
Planet Guide to Malaysia www.lonelyplanet.com 
Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 
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¢ 36 HOLES OF CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF 


¢ DEEP SEA AND FLATS FISHING 


¢ PRIVATE BEACH & SALT WATER LAGOON 

¢ SHOPPING & DINING ON PROPERTY 

¢ REEF CLUB KIDS PROGRAM & BABYSITTING 
$429.99 PER PERSON-DOUBLE OCCUPANCY 


TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THIS LIMITED SPECIAL, 
CONTACT MARK GERLING AT 1-800-450-9280 


FOR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS, CONTACT JOAN, NTI TRAVEL AT 


1-800-631-7119. 


BE THE FIRST TO DIVE TO “SPIEGEL GROVE”? A SIOFT. WWII 
LANDING SHIP. THE LARGEST SHIP TO BE SUNK FOR DIVING EVER. 
DON’T MISS THIS EXTRAORDINARY OPPORTUNITY. 


PACKAGE INCLUDES — 5 DAYS, 4 NIGHTS — DELUXE ACCOMODATIONS, ALL APPLICABLE TAXES, FEES, 
3 DAYS OF WRECK AND REEF DIVING, 2 TANKS PER DIVE, TANKS, WEIGHTS, 


AIR INCLUDED. (NIGHT DIVE ADD $40.00) 
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WAKATOBI DIVE RESORT 


model eco-tourism | 
project, Wakatobi 
Dive Resort | 
offers world's | 
best coral reef ONS | 
diving, intl. standard Uhiy 
guides, service and cuisine. | 
Now with air-charters from Bali! 


EXPLORER LIVEABOARDS| 


Unbeatable underwater and _ surface 
possiblities between Bali and Komodo. | 
127° fully air conditioned luxury vessel. | 
7 nights departing Sunday. 


AQUAMARINE DIVE 


Dive & Drive Safaris. Private fully 
escorted dive tours of Bali. Experience 
the magic of Bali above and below 
the water. 


IRIAN DIVING 


Escape from the ordinary. Dive the final 
frontier, pristine reefs, abundant fish life, 
untouched WWII wrecks. Be one of the 
few to explore this underwater paradise. 
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BUUE ADVENTURES 


C2 


BY WYLAND 


HAVING CHUM FUN 


IT HAPPENS WHEN YOU LEAST EXPECT IT. 
A sunny day aboard a ship. You've just 
cleared the harbor with nothing but 
blue ocean and gentle swells ahead. You 
reach the dive spot eagerly anticipating 
what lies below. But this time...some- 
thing’s not quite right. The boat bobs 
like a cork, listing from side to side. 


Your mouth feels dry, your hands clam- 
my. One of your dive buddies makes a 
joke. But you don’t stick around for the 
punchline. You're too busy leaning over 
the side...chumming. 

Not too many people know this, but 
Iam prone to seasickness. Yes, I’m OK 
near the shore, but just a little ways 


TO SAVE YOURSELF—AND YOUR CHILDREN—FROM HOURS 
OF GRIEF AT SEA, HERE ARE A FEW TIPS TO 
EASE THE SYMPTOMS OF SEASICKNESS. 


¢ STAY TOPSIDE WHENEVER POSSIBLE. 
A funny thing happens below deck. 
Everything looks normal, but our 
inner ear tells us we’re ona wild 
roller coaster ride. This really con- 
fuses the brain and makes seasick- 
ness even more intense. Going top- 
side should reduce the symptoms. 

¢ KEEP AN EYE ON THE HORIZON. 
Seeing a stable, flat line around you 
can help control the effects of 
queasiness. It’s also a good idea to 
position yourself where you can 
see oncoming waves and anticipate 
nakeleceyap 

¢ STAY AMIDSHIPS. The pitch and 
rolling of a boat is less severe aft or 
amidships. 

¢ Act FAST. Don’t wait for symp- 
toms to get worse. Get topside, take 
in some fresh air and concentrate on 
the horizon as soon as you begin to 
feel sick. 

¢ Don’ PiG out. A full stomach not 
only makes you more prone to 
seasickness, it gives you a little 
something extra to feed the fish with. 
Always eat light. 


e TAKE A SEASICKNESS MEDICATION 
BEFORE YOUR TRIP. Most anti-seasick- 
ness medications seem to work best at 
preventing symptoms if you take 
them about 30 minutes before your 
trip. They also seem to raise your tol- 
erance of seasickness symptoms. Be- 
fore giving an anti-seasickness medi- 
cation to your child, though, it’s best 
to consult your doctor first to find one 
that’s most suitable. 

* LOOK FOR THE WARNING SIGNS. If 
your child begins to yawn, feel weak 
or drowsy, this could indicate the 
onset of seasickness. More advanced 
symptoms include clammy skin, 
headaches and nausea. If your child 
hasn't taken a seasickness medica- 
tion by this point, don’t waste an- 
other minute. 

Seasickness happens to every- 
body, even to world-famous marine 
life artists. Tell your kids not to be 
embarrassed if they feel sick. By 
NeMstermromeeekievelmaeyestoeltvelcectaceyel 
with them, you can take the 
necessary steps to make their trip as 
pleasant as possible. 











out, and I turn as green as a shamrock. 
In the water—under it—no problem. 
But you better have a mop and pail 
aboard if you want to take me out 
where the big swells can have their way 
with me. 

And I’m not the only one. I’ve seen 
experienced divers and sailors fall prey 
to seasickness, sometimes even when 
the water is calm. At some point, if 
they’re at sea long enough, everyone 
encounters conditions that bother 
their stomach. According to Dr. Larry 
Ehrlich, a family physician in Orange, 
CA, children can be particularly sus- 
ceptible to motion sickness. So if you're 
feeling a little queasy on that whale 


Seasickness 
happens to 
everybody.... 


Tell your kids 
“alclmich el 
P=lenlelelageti-1° im 





watching trip, you can bet your son or 
daughter is really struggling to keep 
down their bacon and eggs. 

Seasickness is basically a fight be- 
tween your brain and the elements. 
After years ashore, your brain is used 
to receiving the same old signals from 
the eyes, inner ear, muscles and joints. 
The message is that everything is sta- 
ble, level and flat. Stepping aboard a 
ship throws these signals out of 
whack. The brain is furiously trying to 
adjust to this conflict. Too much ex- 
posure to this and we find ourselves 
heaving over a rail. 

Eventually, though, the brain learns 
to adjust to the moving environment. 
It begins to anticipate the rolling 
movements aboard a ship, the conflict 
between what the brain expects and 
what it sees disappears, and the symp- 
toms of seasickness go away. Some 
people have called this “getting your 
sea legs.” I call it relief. = 


An internationally renowned marine life 
artist, Wyland has been diving and 
chumming around the world for the last 
twenty-five years. 
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WWW-EFANTASYISLANDRESORT.COM seaci resort 


ESCAPE TO 
DIVE SPECIAL! 
FROM $553 PER PERSON 


7 NIGHTS 


For travel through Dec 15,2001 (excluding 
holidays) Package includes: Airport 
transfers, welcome cocictail, accommodation 
with air conditioning, 3 meals a day, free 
use of kayals, unlimited snorkeling, .....- 
deshoreday/night diving, 


ai Bost divés daily, 1 night boat dive, 


and much much more. 
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IVE YOUR FANTASY 


FANTASY ISLAND BEACH RESORT 


ROATAN, BAY ISLANDS, HONDURAS 
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sk nearly any experienced 
diver what comes to mind 
when they hear the words, 
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Air, Land & Sea. 
Dive The World 
Afferdably. 
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DOMINICA / ANCHORAGE ° 


ORTOLA / BASKIN IN THE SUN 


Fk AND SO MUCH MORE... 
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p Tri- chem air purticution Syste : 

> Weight: 85 Ibs - Size: L28" x D13" x H15" 

» Low maintenance 

> Comes ready-to-go! Just add gasoline 
or electricity 















Compact, 
fully automatic, 
high pressure compressor 

(3-Phase) for all breathing air applications! 












Stationary, 


Continuous Duty Units 


Max-Air 90 Compact E3 


> Continuous duty capability 

D 10.8scfm* working pressure 5000psig 

D Tri-chem air purification system 

D Deluxe powder coated cabinet for quiet, 
stationary operation 

» Automatic and manual purge condensate 
drain system w/collector and auto shutoff 

D Air storage system compatible 

> Fills an 80cft tank to 3000psi in 7.5 min** 

> Comes with (2) filling hose assemblies 

> Electric, 7.5hp, 220/440 volt —available in 

single or ys @ 50 or 60 hz 




















Fax: 310°538e5143 
1539 West 139th St. © Gardena, CA 90249 U.S.A. 
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Yellow Tube Sponges. 


The sand biome is an ideal habitat 
to encounter feeding Eagle Rays and 
Southern Stingrays. If you approach 
slowly, it is often easy to get a close 
look as the rays grub through the sand 
using their shovel-shaped heads to 
root around and uncover prey. 

Southern Stingrays are even more 
common than Eagle Rays. Sometimes 
they are at rest, buried in the sand, 
and all you see is a raised area where 
their heads are, or an outline of their 
winged bodies. 

When feeding, Southern Stingrays 
are often accompanied by fiercely ter- 
ritorial Bar Jacks and other fish rang- 
ing from Yellowtail Snapper to trig- 
gerfish. These fish are vigilant while 
the rays feed, as they hope to steal an 
uncovered morsel. Hogfish also feed 
in the sand and can be seen plowing 
in, face first, or blowing jets of water 
down into the sand in an effort to 
reveal their dinner. 

Other sand residents include razor- 
fish, which are quick to disappear into 
the sand when approached; ornately 
decorated Peacock Flounders; Sand 
Tilefish, which possess mesmerizing fins 
that undulate along the length of their 
bodies; and, of course, Garden Eels. 

Further west, between Mixing Bowl 
and Joy’s Joy, the site which marks the 
western end of the wall, the terrain 
inside the wall changes. Here, patches 
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the head and snout help them focate p po 

tial prey by detecting the electrical fi 
emitted by all living organisms. Sharks, rf 
and skates are the only animals equipped — 
with these highly specialized organs, which | 
allow these creatures to detect electri at 
fields that are as much as 10,000 times 
more faint than electrical fields detectable 
by any other known group of animals. : 


























of hard pan and reef are broken up 
by smaller fields of sand. This stretch 
is loaded with active cleaning sta- 
tions where fish ranging from 
Nassau Groupers, Tiger Groupers, 
barracudas, tangs, chromis, Creole 
Wrasse, chubs and Yellowtail Snap- 
per enjoy a good going over from a 
variety of cleaners. 

The rubble zones buzz with the 
constant activity of Yellowhead Jaw- 
fish and Sand Tilefish. These burrow- 
builders are constantly at work, build- 
ing and maintaining their burrows or 
looking for food, which means plank- 
ton for the jawfish and a variety of 
small sand residents in the case of 
Sand Tilefish. 

During a recent trip, I dived Lucas 
Ledges, Splitzville and Rockhouse 
Wall toward the southeast end of the 


Luxury oceanfront 





A fia ir of Flyi apartments with 
Mua fully equipped 
kitchens, featuring 
ecu iews 
of the Cari ean 
sive bd Sea, from your equippe 
oversized’ bal ny kitchens. — Come 
. jot eh relax by our fishh alows | 
water’ poo! the landscaped pool or ah | 
ocean's rr. Visit our professional PADI dive shop - Toucan take a he Ke aeons Toucan Divers at our divesinu dive hop. | 
Diving at BelMar - for boat dive packages or 24-hours a day “ere Hill will provide a ere getaway wi all the como pe 
unlimited shore diving right from our private dock. | 
Website: www.belmar-bonaire.com website’ wwwlagoenhill tom 


Featuring _ private 
_ Villas, Cottages and 
Apartments for short 
_ and long term rental 
in all price ranges. 
Ask for our ocean- 
front apartments or 
villas with private 
pool and direct 
access to the ocean. 


Special Summer Comerion : | 
2-Lec-! Diving & ree Rental Cac 













island with John Clamp, the Marine 
Park Officer, and Jim Viers, the Dive 
Operations Manager at the Little 
Cayman Beach Resort. I was specifi- 
cally interested in diving a few less 
commonly visited sites. I asked Clamp 
what he thought the benefit to divers 
would be. He instantly responded 
| with an enthusiastic, “You'll see: less — 
ure, pristine reefs and more big - 
He was right on the mark. _ 


Two divers for the price of one 
(dive portion only) and a 
complimentary Rental Car offered 
during 5/19-6/30/01 & 8/25-10/6/01. 
Min. 1-week ate somuired. | 
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provide Toucan Dive Packages an i a fe For more information on our Fy-Dive-Drive ° say 
Website: www.SunRentalsan = ies Packages, visit our websites of call: 


Toll Free: (800) 992-2015. 


Tel: (305) 670-4911 / Fax: (305) g70-4948 
E-mail: iconmarketing@prodigy.net _ 


Attractive air packages on Air Jamaica twice 
a week from 9 major US gateways. 


Members 
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SkinDivr EEE se CAYMAN 


GETTING THERE: Cayman Airways flies from Miami several times a day; Island Air connects you to Little Cayman and Cayman Brac. Direct flights are 
also available via American Airlines from Atlanta, Miami, Los Angeles and Houston. * Cayman Airways (800) G-CAYMAN www.caymanairways.com ° Island Air (Tickets 
can be reserved on their website 24 hours a day) (345) 949-5252 www.islandaircayman.com 

LITTLE CAYMAN FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Year-round, the diving is great. Each season offers different opportunities. Topside Climate: 
Tropical with average daytime highs in the low- to mid-80s°F, and nighttime lows in the mid-to-low 70s°F. It rains more during the summer and fall, 

but the rain doesn’t generally impact visibility underwater because there is little runoff from land. Water Temperature: 78 to 86°F. Exchange Rate: 

US$1 = CI$1.25. USD is easily accepted. Time Difference: Same as Eastern Standard Time. The Cayman Islands do not go on daylight-saving time. Bloody Bay Wall: 
LIVE-ABOARDS & DIVE OPERATORS: Cayman Aggressor IV (800) 348-2628 www.aggressor.com * Reef Divers (at Little po 
Cayman Beach Resort) (800) 327-3835 www.littlecayman.com LITTLE | 
RESORTS: Little Cayman Beach Resort (800) 327-3835 www.littlecayman.com 

RESOURCES: Cayman Islands Department of Tourism (800) 346-3313 www.divecayman.ky or www.caymanislands.ky * Cayman 
Islands Department of Environment http://doe.8m.com * Lonely Planet Guide to Cayman Islands www.lonelyplanet.com * Sister Islands 
Tourism Association (SITA) www.sisterislands.com * Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 




















ash te ee ely ve The area was gorgeous with more 
| | relief to the reefs than those found to 


! Who Has the Best Dive , | ie is ee sae y Be 
Accident Program? $M | | ior and Staghorn Coral can be ad. 


mired in the shallows, while a variety 
| Wwe int of soft corals occur as well. The tops 
F mar of the walls are a bit deeper, in the 60 
to 80 foot range. 

The walls are adorned with bright 
Yellow Tube Sponges, vase sponges, 
Red and Green Rope Sponges, basket 
sponges along with purple seafans 
and deepwater gorgonians. On every 


Although most dive accidents aren't serious, even minor 
injuries can be expensive. Many health insurance policies 
don't cover diver-related injuries, especially recompression 
chamber treatments, leaving you with a huge expense if 
your insurance isn't diving-specific. 


Newly enhanced benefits to the gold 
and platinum levels make this insurance ~ 
second to none in the dive industry. , 


‘LY deductible (except on medical nondive accident cover 
LY mileage minimum (except on medical nondive 
accident coverage) 
[4 annual or lifetime limit (except on medical nond: 
cancellation and interruption) 
pre-authorization required 
_ [EF depth limit on gold and platinum levels 
: 
















VEC: trwe accept divers from any agency | 
: [yall ages A Tiger Grouper being cleaned 


[ZF worldwide protection by a Sharknose Goby. 





dive we encountered a turtle, Spotted 

Eagle Ray, big grouper or a school of 

jacks. In the spur and groove forma- 

tions and hard pan up in the shallows 

we found everything from resting 

Nurse Sharks to feeding turtles. 

| It’s hard to believe that there are vir- 

| | tually unexplored waters in the Carib- 

2. 3 bean, and stranger yet that the area is 

- S ™ e.. Little Cayman. But this is the case all 

To sign up call (800) 223-9998 or register online at diveinSurance.com along the island's southern side and 

co a a eastern end, where there is far more 

than one dive vacation’s worth of 
scenery and marine life to enjoy. 
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CIA Special thanks to Cayman Airways, 
ALE } Island Air, Little Cayman Beach Resort 
insurance.com and Reef Divers, and the Cayman Islands 
Department of Environment. 
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BY MICHELLE DANNER 


IT’S SUMMERTIME! AND DO YOU KNOW 
what that means? It’s time to take that 
dive trip you've been dreaming of all 
year long. Not sure where to go? Then 
come dive with us. 

Skin Diver is sponsoring two great 
events in the month of August and 
you can get information on them by 
going to www. skin-diver.com. 


Hamanasi Resort, Belize 
7 nights Reef & Rainforest 
- from $825 


North Sulawesi 


Kungkungan Bay Resort 2 = 
World’s best critter diving 
7 nights, 12 dives, all meals-$1395 





e Caribbean and Pacific 
e Live-Aboard and Land-based 


e Island Dreams’ brings YOU the world's finest diving! 
¢ Visit our website, call or e-mail us today 
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info@divetrip.com 
www.islandream.com 
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Los Cabos, Mexico & Roatan, Bay Islands 


First up is the 3rd 
Annual Los Cabos 
Summer Dive Fiesta held 
August 17 through 25, 2001. I can 
say firsthand—they don't call this 
a fiesta for nothin. Last year we 
had a blast meeting new divers, 


wens | 


Yap, Micronesia 


Manta Ray Bay Hotel & Yap Divers 
_ Dive with Mantas in Micronesia 


©SD/AD 0601 








taking a sunset cruise, and of 
course, going on some spectacular 
dives. On just one of my first dives, 
I encountered a seahorse (an excit- 
ing find in these parts), played 
with sea lions and had a brief but 
memorable fly-by from a Modula 
Ray. Check out the live-on-loca- 
tion report from last year’s fiesta at 
www.skin-diver.com/cabolive. As a 
rookie diver, this trip locked me 
into diving (good thing, too, cause 
that’s my job). And I’m going back 
this year, wouldn’t miss it for the 
world. We'll have coverage on the 
Web for all of you who can’t make 
it. But it’s not too late. Sign up now 
and maybe we'll see you in the Sea 
of Cortez. 

For those who want to learn as 
well as play, the Roatan Underwater 
Photo/Video Championship, held 
August 25 through September 1, 
2001, is just the ticket. Along with 
Skin Diver staff, world-famous 
underwater photographers/videog- 
raphers will be on hand to offer tips, 
techniques and imaging wisdom to 
participants. Who knows, maybe 
your shots will grace the pages of 
Skin Diver magazine if you win the 
contest. You can stay in some of 
Roatan’s finest resorts, dive all day 
and play all night. Now, that’s what 
you call a vacation. 

And if you're looking for a free 
trip—complimentary, no charge, 
freebie!—check out our website for 
the latest dive trip giveaway in the 
Maldives. Congratulations to the 
winners of our last contest who are 
right now—RIGHT NOW!—diving 
on the Aqua Cat, the newest live- 
aboard in the Bahamas. 

Go to www.skin-diver.com to 
find out about events, giveaways 
and travel destinations. There’s 
some summer traveling yet to be 
had, and it all starts at Skin Diver 
Online, ** 
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ABAGCO 
Brendal’s Dive Center International 800-780-9941 
Dive Abaco Ltd 800-247-5338 
Froggies Out Island Adventures Ltd. ..........csscsccseeeees 242-366-0024 
Walkers Cay Undersea Adventures 800-327-8150 
ANDROS 
Andros Undersea Adventures 800-462-4100 
Seascape Inn 242-369-0342 
Small Hope Bay Lodge 800-223-6961 
BIMINI 
Bill & Nowdla Keefe's Bimini Undersea 800-348-4644 
Scuba Bimini 800-848-4073 
GAT ISLAND 
Greenwood Dive Center & Beach Resort 242-342-3053 
ELEUTHERA/HARBOUR ISLAND 
Valentines Dive Center 242-333-2080 
EXUMA 
Exuma Dive Center & Watersports 800-874-7213 
Exuma Scuba Adventures 800-525-2210 
Peace & Plenty 800-525-2210 
LONG ISLAND 
800-426-0466 
800-663-7090 
Bae eS Aa aes 
} J Se eS BO ESES Bee$ 


« 
shy Pus 
> . * : 
ot (my ry i 
ey 9 ~ ag ¥ 
3 - § 
Be ON are 
— 


Dive The ist 


1 








The Bahamas 


700 Islands, 2 Oceans, Thousands of Dive Sites... Only Minutes From Miami! 


at www.bahamasdiving.com 


+1 penta gree cBmeePeedTeREPeAN POSTE eAI OAS RE Sant MACAO FOCI CLIT Poet 


Visit our website to see our on-line dive guide, request a FREE diving CD-ROM or dive brochure! 


=, 


Discover our Diversity at one of these Bahamas Diving Association Dive Operators: 





SAN SALVADOR 
Riding Rock Resort 800-272-1492 
GRAND BAHAMA/FREEPORT 
Grand Bahama Scuba 800-753-7282 
Sunn Odyssey Divers 242-373-4014 
UNEXSO (Underwater Explorers Society) 800-992-DIVE 
Xanadu Undersea Adventures 800-327-8150 
NEW PROVIDENCE/NASSAU 
Bahama Divers Ltd 800-398-DIVE 
Casuarinas of Cable Beach 800-327-3012 
Custom Aquatics Ltd. ...........cccccsecccssssteeeersessssrners 242-362-1492 
Dive Dive Dive 800-368-3483 
242-393-0869 
800-327-8150 
888-788-2683 
DIVE LIVEABOARDS 
Aqua Cat Cruises 888-327-9600 
Blackbeard's Cruises 800-327-9600 
Bottom Time Adventures 800-234-8464 
Cat Ppalu Cruises 800-327-9600 
Nekton Diving Cruises 800-899-6753 
OcOansEXplOret: ING. sci cinatancavs voces sasnwe’ oanievdnagavwd Jy 800-338-9383 
Sea Dragon 954-522-0161 
Sea Fever Diving Cruises ...........cccccsceveeens cian ci 800-443-3837 
F Ture Bakawmas 
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Bahamas Diving Association » P.O. Box 21707 « Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1707  1-800-866-DIVE Intl. 305-442-7095 « info@bahamasdiving.com 
Photo Credits: Stephen FrinkWaterhouse. © 2001 BDA/CLINE. SD8/01 


Bahama Divers 


800-398-DIVE 
Ph: 242-393-6054 
Fax: 242-393-6078 


Two Tank Dives, Walls, 
Blue Hole, Wrecks, 
Reefs, Night Dive. Dive Shop: Full Line-US Divers, 
Sherwood, Full Service, Parts, Rentals 

PADI 4 Day Certification Course, Open Water Referrals. 
bahdiver@coralwave.com ¢ bahamadivers.com 





Dive Abaco 


242-367-2787 
800-247-5338 
Fax: 242-367-4779 


A Marsh Harbour Tradition Since 
1978! Full service dive 
center/boutiques at Abaco Beach 
and Conch Inn Resorts. SCUBA and snorkel protected 
preserves! Magnificant marine life, reefs, tunnels, cav- 
erns, night, shark and wreck dives. Uncrowded diving. 
dive@diveabaco.com * www.diveabaco.com 





UNEXSO 


800-992-DIVE (3483) 
954-351-9889 


Visit the all new UNEXSO 
New Facilities and amenities 
New 1350 room $400M - 
Our Lucaya Beach and Golf Resort adjacent to UNEXSO 
New jet air service to Grand Bahama Island 

from 25 gateway cities 

Exciting Dolphin, Shark, Wreck & Reef Dives 

Shopping and Kodak film processing center 
unexso.com 





Riding Rock inn 
800-272-1492 


Riding Rock Inn Resort & 
Marina * San Salvador 
Island, Bahamas* Miles of 
Wall Diving. Three boat 
dives a day. Beautiful Oceanfront Rooms. 50 plus 
Sights. Unparalleled Visibility. 

U-W Photo/Video Center. Call today. 
info@ridingrock.com ¢ www.ridingrock.com 





Stella Maris Resert Ciub, 
Lang island, Bahamas 


800-426-0466 
954-359-8238 


Dive famous Shark Reef. 
Pristine Conception Wall. 
World’s deepest Blue Hole. 
Wrecks. Reefs. PADI/SSI courses. Ask about our 2-for-1 
Summer Dive Special! Enjoy our Hotel Rooms and 
1-2-3&4 Bedroom cottages. Snorkeling, fishing, 
sailing, biking. And more! 

smrc@stellamarisresort.com ¢ stellamarisresort.com 


Stelin Maris 





Valentines Dive Center, 
Harbour Island, 
Bahamas 


877-211-7617 


Enjoy hassle-free diving to 
pristine coral reefs, walls, 
grottos and drift dives. PADI 
dive courses, snorkeling, boat charters and 
watersports. Great hotel and dive packages. 
World’s best beaches. 


info@valentinesdive.com ¢ www.valentinesdive.com 
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Jean-Michel Cousteau Y 

F } ISLANDS = 

RESORT = 

JOIN THE a i 
ADVENTURE! 


Jean-Michel Cousteau and his 
team invite you to explore 
the magic of Fiji aboard the 
dive boat L Aventure, pro- 
viding unparalleled access 
to some of the world 
most spectacular Jand 
and seascapes. From 
tight canyons and plunging walls to colorful reefs and the 
denizens of Shark Alley, Fijis waters have it all. 


Take ha 


Happen 


Take han 


For reservations: 800-246-3454 USA and Canada 
North Ana Reservation Center (415) 788-5794 * Fax (415) 788-0150. 
e-mail : info@fijiresort.com » http//www.fyiresort.com 


Happen 


Key Largo i: Divers 


Dive with someone you know, stay with someone you trust! 


Take kw 


Sea Dwellers has over 
28 years experience Sw 
diving Pennekamp mee Key Largo Resort 
Park and the Florida ‘ ae 


Happen 


Keys National Marine 


Scuba Sanctuary! Attractive dive Lg Tees oe 
Instruction or snorkel packages with Men") as, soma ios 
Sears eee Re Holiday Inn Located et 


just 55 minutes south of Miami, the Inn features 
two heated outdoor pools, tiki bar, jacuzzi, fitness 
center, children’s playground and volleyball! 
Scuba instruction for the whole family. 





Tale ha 
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PADI «x«xxx 5 STAR 
GOLD PALM RESORT 


© SD/AD 0105 
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Sea Dwellers Dive Center 
800-451-3640 alas oH PAT AN AW AcY=r- bre i -11 (=) e-Merel an 
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Cayman’s Gone Country 

The Seaview Hotel in Grand 
Cayman is hosting two week- 
ends (August 2 to 4, August 9 to 
11) of country music featuring 
artists such as SheDaisy, Travis 
Tritt, The Kinley’s, Rascal Flatts 
and many more. Yeee-haaaw! _ 

Get down to Cayman! Call toll 
free (888) 695-7400, or e-mail 
bobsotol @candw.ky. 


Cabo Dive Fiesta 

The Skin Diver Cabo Dive Fies- 
ta is kicking off its 3rd year 
August 17 to 25. Dive your brains 
out off Cabo San Lucas, attend — 
parties and events, participate in 
an underwater photo contest and . 
treasure hunt. 

For more ee visit 
www.skin-diver.com, or call (877) 
479-3483. 


Brac Wreck Birthday Bash 
Cayman Brac is having a 
party! The weekend of Septem- 
ber 14 to 16, the Sister Islands 
Tourism Association (SITA) will 


be celebrating the 5th Anniver- 


sary of the sinking of M/V Capt. 
Keith Tibbetts. Skin Diver will 
sponsor a fun-filled weekend of 
diving, music and parties. 

For more details, visit 
www.sisterislands.com, or e-_ 
mail sita@candw.ky. 


Chocolate Lobsters 

The fourth annual Cabrillo 
Chocolate Lobster Dive is taking 
place on Saturday, September 22. 
Proceeds will benefit the Cabrillo 
Marine Aquarium Spring Outdoor 
Classroom, teaching 36,000 kids 
about the marine environment. 

For the 411 on this event, visit 
www.cabrilloaq.org, or call (310) 
548-7562. = 


To submit a dive-related event for our 
Happenings section, e-mail 
allenr@emapusa.com. 










ote 


le eg ne eer aa ag nt ah ak 


























Habitat Curacao is the home of diving freedom 24 hours a day, 365 days 

a year! A PADI 5-Star and Instructor Development Center offering boat 

and beach dives daily, 24-hour unlimited shore diving & snorkeling 

and a free daytime town shuttle. The resort is located on the southwest 

coast of Curacao, just minutes from the best dive sites. Deluxe garden 
| and oceanview accommodations all have fully equipped kitchenette, 
| telephone & patio. Guests can also enjoy the multi-terraced restaurant 
| & bar, swimming pool, beach area and more! 


Habitat C Luirac ALO) Seatcape Sheraton Curacao | 


Olivier Comm CasitaeniieCmeuliel | (an ; 
Consult your preferred Dive travel arranger, | 


or call 1-800-992-2015 


| Tel. 1-800-327-6709 
| Fax: 305-438-4220 
( www.habitatdiveresorts.com 





"Mushroom Forest”, “Sponge Forest” 
“Hells Corner”, “The Wall”, rare corals, 
yo) afomaat-lalats) life, 150 foot visibility. shore 
Dich ecccmisee ine 
Be | that make our island a diving | 
Paes and snorke@ing Paradise unicue in 
Be all the Ward, Marvelous hotels, 
Saeae casinos, nightie aulyeires SHOpDping, 
| international cuisine. Pristine beaches, 
hiking, biking, historic architecture and Dutch 
a hospitality. Dive with us in Curagagsuu 
in the Dutch Caribbean. Bring the fastiy, 
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www. oceanencounters. com 
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ring to new beights> 


Our reservations staff of Bonaire travel professionals take the hassle 

out of finding the lowest rates and best options. E-mail or call us at 
800-748-8733 and we'll arm you with our list of best 
airfares, dive package deals, planning tips and lodging 
reviews that will make planning your Bonaire trip a 
breeze. You can even book your trip online at 
www.BonairePros.com 


info@bonairepros.com 


www.bonairepros.com 
800-748-8733 e Fax 601-353-7559 
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Live the Dream™™ } 
Yes, you can make a 
great living with the 

right training 

and a quality 

placement 

program. 


SCUBA DIVING 


INSTRUCTOR 


ie: _NeTROEYOR 
ahO5S4 Age5 NO Exibniice REQUIRED 
Es a 305-743-5929 100% ALL COST FINANCING 
L= FAX 305-743-8168  1%+ Prime - 30 Yr Terms - Approved applicants 
1.4 .e www.hallsdiving.com APPROVED FOR VETERANS TRAINING 
Hall’ s Diving Center * 1994 Overseas Hwy ¢ Marathon, FL Keys 33050 


(00% placed 4 out of 8 types of Instructor programs, 95% placed on an average of all Institute programs including 
Itef a vocational program review, locally collected vocational student follow-up data have been used to compile this 

lect this information.are specified by state laws and'rules. These data are available for inspection upon request. 
Public Career Education Tallahassee, FL. License #94. Compasite Photo: Underwater class on the Reef at the Institute. 
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Farming Coral 
Dominica 


IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA THEY 
learned to farm cattle for food. But 
it wasn’t for another 5,000 years 
that humans began to farm in the 
ocean. Now, there are salmon farms 
in Maine, a sea turtle farm on 
Grand Cayman, a giant clam farm 
on Kosrae and the newest kind of 
farm, a coral farm, on Dominica. 
Alan Lowe, president of Applied 
Marine Technology, discovered the 


| secret to farming coral in his home 


saltwater aquarium. Now, his recent- 
ly-patented process is operating on a 
massive scale on the hillsides of 
| Dominica. He is growing thousands 





of pieces of coral on his coral farm, 
which consists of 128 shallow tanks, 
each holding 250 gallons of sea water. 

“We picked Dominica after a 
water study showed us that it had 
some of the cleanest water in the 
Caribbean,” says Lowe. 

Already, AMT has a contract with 
the Caribbean island of Mustique 
to seed a man-made reef with thou- 
sands of pieces of coral. Over time, 
the corals will grow over the cement 
bases and look natural. Mustique 
suffered heavy damage to its pre- 
cious few natural reefs during 
Hurricane Lenny last year. 

In addition, AMT has launched an 
“adopt a coral” program where 


| people can have a piece of coral 
| planted in their name on a reef 


restoration project in Dominica for 
$65. —Jonathan Bird 

For more information, visit www. 
appliedmarinetech.com. *& 
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Big Blue Explorer 


Spacious 164-foot ocean going liveaboard 
features 9 twin-share cabins, 16 service 


oriented crew, four 24-foot skiffs, wonderful 
meals and superb unlimited diving. 


‘Toll Free: 877-417-6160 or 562-865-7198 
E-mail: info@palauscuba.com 2 ( O ‘J 


www.palauscuba.come Fax: (630) 616-0727 LIVEABOARDS 


Ocean Hunter/Fish n Fins 

FISH ‘n FINS THE PIONEER DIVE SHOP EN PALAD 

¢ Personalized service ¢ Cabin boats with toilet & shower 

¢ Traditional outrigger canoe trips to the Rock Islands Lish‘n Fins ~ons 

e All PADI & IANTD courses/Nitrox available Ph: (680) 488-2637 
E-mail: fishnfin@palaunet.com * WWW.FISHNFINS.COM Fax: (680) 458-5418 
OCEAN HUNTER THE ONLY TRUE LIVEABOARD IN PALAU 

E-MAIL: Ocean.Hunter@palaunet.com « WWW.OCEANHUNTER.COM 


¢ Only 6 divers in 3 A/C cabins ¢ Unlimited diving * Diving from main boat ¢ Nitrox 









Palau Pacific Resort/ Splash 


Enjoy the comfort and services of Palau's only World 
Class Resort. Experience the excitement of diving in palau pacific Resort 
one of the top seven underwater wonders of the world 


with Splash, our on-site dive center. > 
Phone: (680) 488-2600 ¢ Fax: (680) 488-1606 ) 
E-mail: ppr@palaunet.com ¢ splash@palaunet.com 










Phone: (680) 488-2793 

Fax: (680) 488-1453 

Website: www.visit-palau.com 
E-mail: pva@palaunet.com 


Sep om etm Sar AMY ACEDY UTA CO AOC HEPA TTT Crepes Fos be eae) ae eo 








PALAU: $1995 West Plaza Hotel & Sam's Tours-Air/Land 

Add | TRUK: $1176 Blue Lagoon Resort-Air/Land 
Binh) da ue cn ois a Be , © ) YAP: $630 Trader’s Ridge Resort-Air/Land 
The dive/travel expert of Palau 


1 : 800-345-0842 
f-mail info@trip- 1-800-GO-DIVING 


Website: www.trip-n-tour.com E-mail: mail@worldofdiving.com 
www.worldofdiving.com 















Summer 
Sea Camp 


FAULKNER ACADEMY AND Bos SOTO’S 








liwreelen all Facil. 








ts unlimited diving. 110 ft wall right “oo Diving will again host Sea Camp for 

eh from the beach! Call our toll-free number and g children ages 8 to 17, and it’s not too 

+ well answer all your questions and send you ° late to join. Sea Camp, a one-week 

apa a beautiful brochure. A family operation. $ marine biology program, is offered for 
ae Travel arrangements 3 ? four consecutive weeks from July 30 









1-800-282-8932 é ak through August 24, 2001. The camp 


starts every Monday. 
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Each day of the week (except for Fri- 
day) is split into a morning session on 
a Bob Soto’s Diving boat and an after- 
noon session in the Faulkner Academy 
Marine Lab. The morning boat ses- 
sions are ocean-learning adventures. 
Children can snorkel, SASY or scuba 
dive while being supervised by profes- 
sional PADI instructors. The snorkel 
and SASY programs are available to all 
children who can swim. The scuba 
program is only available to children 
who are already certified divers. 

The afternoon sessions take place at 
the Faulkner Academy under the 
direction of a marine biologist. Num- 
erous hands-on lab_ experiences 


CDdoeE - | include a shark lab, an algae lab 
( J AX | | and a plankton lab. Also included 

Your 0 own little dive resort in \ the Western Caribbean Bees ane ae aad vane, eae 
ties, including fish printing and coral 
reef making. 

Fridays are extra special for the stu- 
dents. They spend the entire day on 
the boat at Stingray City learning more 
about the Cayman environment and 
swimming with the famous stingrays! 


ADVENTURE, TRAVEL & EXPEDITION PACKAGES 


Call For mt RIVET ELUTE 


1-800-282-8932 


P.O. Box 877 San Antonio, FL 33576-0877 


Fax: 352-588-4158 
International: 352-588-4132 


a ees www.roatan.com e Email: info@roatan.com 
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Your Honduras Travel Specialists Since 1981 
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DIVE BELIZE 


The World’s Second Largest Barrier Reef And The Only True Atolls In The Caribbean 


“ 142i 











BELIZE 


www.blackbirdresort.com 


Gud 


[Dive sand Suwelel the Best uf ture & 
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Koya Mayan 
KESORT & SPA 
Pampered Adventure 


A Resort of Casual Elegance Surrounded by 
Tropical Jungle in the Heartland of the 
Ancent Maya. 


e Dive the Most Pristine Reef System in the Western Caribbean 

e Minutes from Hundred’s of Dive Sites & Hundred’s to be Discovered 
e Enjoy a Private 12-Acre Island & the only Resort on Glover's Reef Atoll 
e 12 Private Air-Conditioned Cabafhas on a Beautiful White Sand Beach 
e Excellent Snorkeling and Fly Fishing 


e Instruction Available CALL FOR MORE INFO 


1-800-326-1724 


FAX: 206-463-4081 
www.mantaresort.com ¢ E-mail: info@mantaresort.com 


Cultural & Ecological Discovery 
in Beautiful Western Belize! 
www.royal 


BEST DIVING VALVE IN THE CAYMAN ISLANDS 


Unlimited shore diving, literally steps from your room, day or night, is why you get more 
for your dive vacation dollar at Sunset House. Visit Sunset House’s beautiful 9-foot tall 
bronze mermaid. Her arms stretch out protecting Grand Cayman's Number One shore 
dive, Sunset Reef, making it one of the most talked about dive sites in the world today. 
Rebreathers and Nitrox are available. Take an 
all-day 3-tank trip or half-day 2-tank trips. 
Bray thine you need is here: Sunset FALLFANTASES 
Divers, Sea Harvest Restaurant, “My Starts at $499.00 pp/ Ic not Diving 
Bar” and Cathy Church’s Underwater Nights Accommodations / * my 
Photo Centre. Unlimited Shore Diving 
Brea 
«-Transtera tro 
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Grand Cayman’s Hotel For Divers By Divers 


Telephone: 877-854-3228 

Fax: 345-949-7101 

E-mail: skindiver@sunsethouse.com 
Web: www.sunsethouse.com/sd.html 





DV RS DAR EC TORY 


OVERS EAS 


9 a ws 





& f % 


4 4 


See Overseas Divers’ Directory at www.skin-diver.cont 


Rates $718 for 6 months or $1110 for 1 year with activated link. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY 
via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. Visa or Mastercard accepted. 


Contact: Vivian Williams, E-mail: williamv@emapusa.com or cal 
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ADVENTURE DIVING (800) 443-0799 
Wildlife safaris, Great Whites of South Africa and Pemba Island 
diving. Experience Africa above and below the water. 
info@adventureexpress.com | www.adventureexpress.com 
AFRICAN SHARK DIVING ADVENTURES (800) 909-7697 
GREAT WHITES GUARANTEED from $695 3 nights/2 days in 
cages near Capetown. Group rates and complete Safari pkgs 
available. dive@divetropical.com www.divetropical.com 
WILDLIFE SAFARI AND MOZAMBIQUE LIVE ABOARD 
Unique diving experience in bazaruto archipelago for 7 nts 
with 3 nts game safari in South Africa. (800) 886-7321 
email: info@divediscovery.com www. divediscovery.com 
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DOCKYARD DIVERS (268) 460-1178; Fax: (268) 460-1179 
Antigua’s beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites with- 
in 1 mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. Nelson’s 
Dockyard, Box 184, St. John’s Antiqua. www.dockyard-divers.com 
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PELICAN ADVENTURES (297) 872-302 
Wreck, reef, night dives. Certifications. Gold Palm resorts 
5-star dive facility on Pelican Pier. 

Fax: (297) 872-315 pelican-aruba@setarnet.aw 
RED SAIL SPORTS ARUBA _info@redsail (877) RED-SAIL 
Aruba’s only PADI 5-star resort & IDC cntr 40’ x 48’ dive boats. 
2&1-tank, night dives, instruction. 5-tank dive package 
$150/7 day unlimited $300. Hotel pickup. www. redsail.com 





Vv: 
ADVENTURE DIVING ONNIMROD III (800) 443-0799 
3 or 4 day trips to Cod Hole/Lizard Island. Intimate/flexible 70’ 
steel cat-A/C w/E6 from $575 p/p. Charters & air/land pkgs. 
divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 
PRO DIVE CAIRNS (617) 4031-5255 
3 day/2 night outer great barrier reef live-aboard featuring the 
brand new vessel Scubapro. Also 1 day trips.Cod Hole and 
Coral Sea Safaris. Fax:(617)4051-9955 _prodive@intemetnorth.com 
SERICA, FAR NOTHERN GREAT BARRIER REEF (617) 40938900 
Dive remotest reefs on 74’ luxury liveaboard - Serica. 6 guests. 
7 nts min. Remarkable big fish and macro life. 
www. sericadiveaustralia.com info@bomatu.com 
TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA (617) 4051-8722 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 nts. 
Large live-aboard A/C vessel Takall. Fax: (617) 4031-2739 

takadive@taka.com.au www.taka.com.au 
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EXUMASCUBA ADVENTURES-EXUMA (242) 336-2893 

Located at Peace & Plenty Hotel, George Town. Daily dive & 
snorkel excursions, PADI certs. Cell: (242) 357-2259; 

Fax: (242) 336-2093; www.emascuba.com 
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SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE-ANDROS (800) 223-6961 
Walls, caverns, blue holes, shark. PADI, SASY, nitrox. Twenty cot- 
tages, all-inclusive rates. Free dive intro/refresher lessons. 
(242) 368-2014; Fax: (242) 368-2015; — www.smallhope.com 

VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER (242) 333-2080 

Daily dive & snorkel trips. Wall, reefs, dpv’s, drift dive. All PADI 
certs, rsrt courses, hotel & dive packages. Kayaks and other water 
sports. _ dive@valentinesdive.com www.valentinesdive.com 
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DIVE BOAT SAFARI (246) 427-4350 
Rsrt courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referrals, cert courses. 
Packages avail. Special group rates upon request. Lowest 
prices/island. Barbados Beach Resort P.O. Box 639 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542; Fax: (246) 435-8214 
PADI 5-star facility dive svc. Certification. Specialties, Medic 
First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, Barbados, W.. 
x-sub@caribsurf.com www.skyviews.com/x-sub 
THE DIVE SHOP-BARBADOS PH: 246-426-9947/888- 898-3483 
Barbados oldest and most exp dive operator. reefs/wrecks PADI, 
NAUI & ACUC courses. Pkgs w/ accomod.Pebble Beach, 
St Michael www.divebds.com hardive@caribnet.net 
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BLUE HOLE DIVE CENTER www.bluedive.com 
Spectacular atolls, barrier reef plus great blue hole! 
Dive/hotel packages, budget to luxury, group rates. 
Overnight trips, U/W cameras, jungle/ ruins/ cave tubing. 
BLUE MARLIN LODGE (800) 798-1558 
Come join the experience of family and friends that has retumed again 
and again. The best diving, fishing, vacation, honeymoon destination. 
marlin@btl.net; www.bluemarliniodge.com 
HAMANASI DIVE & ADVENTURE RESORT www.hamansi.com 
Newest small luxury dive resort. Dive 3 atolls and the blue hole. 
Explore Mayan ruins, Jaguar preserve & more. 
info@hamanasi.com. Toll Free (877) 552-3483 
THE INN AT ROBERT'S GROVE www.robertsgrove.com 
Belize’s only 5-star beachfront hotel. PADI Int'l Dive Ctr, Dly 2-tank dives 
to reef. Instr. all-inclusive dive pkgs. Luxury accom. fine dining, adv galore 
info@robertsgrove.com. (800) 565-9757 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT (800) 423-3114 
Private island w/ private airstrip next to the fabled 
Blue Hole. 6 days and 7 nights. Air-conditioned beachfront 
accommodations. www.scubabelize.com 
BELIZE EXPERTS! (800) 447-2931 
Magnum Belize Tours. Dive specials and packages. 
Discount airfare. Free color catalog. 
www.magnumbelize.com. info@magnumbelize.com 
MANTA RESORT-GLOVERS ATOLL (800) 326-1724 
12-acre private island resort on southemmost atoll, 12 air-conditioned 
cabanas, pristine diving, 2000 ft. wall, fantastic food, friendly staff 
(206) 463-4874; www.mantaresort.com 
RADISSON FORT GEORGE HOTEL & MARINA (800) 423-3114 
Turneffe, Barrier Reef, Blue Hole, Lighthouse, Dive shope, 
marina, 2 pools, tour desk, 102 rooms, Packages available 
rdfgh@btl.net. www.radissonbelize.com 

















|: (323) 782-2778 or fax: (323) 782-2121. 


ST. GEORGE’S LODGE, NITROX (800) 678-6871 
Intro-nitrox certs. Overwater cabanas. Top quality food, diving 
& instruction. Arrive/depart daily. Fred Good, prop. 
(501)21-2121; _ USFax: (941) 488-3953; www.gooddiving.com 
TURNEFFE FLATS (800) 815-1304 
Along with the best diving in the Caribbean, at Turneffe Flats 
you'll enjoy deluxe air-conditioned accommodations, delicious 
food and a relaxed atmosphere. - www.tflats.com 
TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE (800) 737-3483 
A true diver’s paradise. Includes 3 tanks daily and meals all on 
a beautiful 12-acre private island. 
www.ultimatedivetravel.com 
VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE (800) 633-4734 
Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, resort certs. Combine a 
dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call Int'l 
Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. www.ietravel.com 
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BON BIN! DIVER’S BONAIRE (599) 717-54254 
Full-service dive store without the crowds! Packages 
available for every budget! 

info@bonbinidivers.com www.bonbinidivers.com 
GREAT ADVENTURES AT HARBOUR VILLAGE (800) 700-6373 
World class diving at 5-star beach resort. Now with photo & 
video shop! Exclusive. Friendly. Affordable. (305) 567-9509 
reservations@harbourvillage.com _ www.habourvillage.com 
HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES = (599) 717-8405; Fax: (599) 717-8605 
Clean, quiet, 1-3 BR bung, A/C, cable TV, full kitchen, pvt patio 
& garden, hot shower, best value, car & dive pkgs avail. Min. 
from beach & divina. www.bonaire.org/happy-holiday 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOS/ OWNER RENTALS (203) 323-1000 
Luxury oceanfront units at attractive rates. Expert trip planning 
& advice from divers who know the island best. 
info@gotobonaire.com www.gotobonaire.com 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT/DIVE & PHOTO 
Bonaire’s most personalized dive rsrt & more. Guided snrk, 
kayaking, nature tour & mtn biking discovery. (599) 717-5252 
info@discoverbonaire.com www.discoverbonaire.com 
TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR (599) 717-8529 
Unique diving experiences: photos, marine creatures, much 
more. (Closed July thru October). Reservations recommended 
Box 369, Bonaire, N.A.; www.touchthesea.com. 
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BITTER END YACHT CLUB (800) 872-2392 
A world renowned watersports resort offering all inclusive dive 
packages to the finest wreck sites in the BVIs - the RMS Rhone and 
Chikuzen. binfo@beyc.com www.beyc.com 
CUAN LAW (LIVE-ABOARD) (800) 648-3393 

Relaxed diving for 1 to 20. Lots of toys and activities for non- 
divers, too. Family rates. Great food and crew on a fast, stable 


Trimaran. (284) 494-2490; www.bvidiving.com 














ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS/Cayman Brac (800) 972-9795 
Spectacular diving, #1 rated dive operator. Affordable luxury, 
2-3 bdrm deluxe villas on private white sand beach. Discount 
dive, air, carpkgs. Fax:(541) 426-4863; © www.almondbeach.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING (888) 633-7474 
Nowat the Treasure Island & Seaview Dive resort. Diving pkg w/ un- 
limited shore & /or unlimited boat diving starting at only $379. 
bobsotos@candw.ky www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME (203) 866-1928 
Secluded 2 bdrm/2 bath prvt home $675wk. Snkl/dive off 
your own beach, rock climbing, hiking or just relax & enjoy. 
Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. www.diveguide.com/p0151.htm 
CAYMAN BREAKERS, CAYMAN BRAC PH/FAX(345) 948-1463 
New luxury condos 2 bdrm air ocean front & view East end. 
Pool shore diving rinse tank showers.Dive package available 
email: caymanbreakers@yahoo.com www.caymanbreakers.com 
CAYMAN DIVING LODGE, EAST END, GRAND CAYMAN 
Best diving in the Cayman Islands! All-Inclusive full-service 
10 rm. dive resort. NO TOURISM! 17 mi. of diving paradise. 
(800) TLC-DIVE; www.divelodge.com 
CONCH CLUB TOWNHOMES-LITTLE CAYMAN = (800) 327-3835 
Beautiful 2-3 bedroom ocean-front townhomes. Spacious pa- 
tios/balconies, freshwater pools, jacuzzi, dock, beach. World 
renown, abudant marine life, superior diving and service. 
DIVERSDOWN www.divers-down.net FAX/PH (345) 945-1611 
Grand Caymans premiere dive operator at Cayman Inn 
Resorts-Sleep Inn. Small groups 8 divers max per boat. Value- 
priced dive pkgs room & free American Breakfast. 
EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER (345) 949-7243 
Cayman’s best shore diving with fantastic boat diving dive/ho- 
tel packages instruction with referrals-derts resorts. 
www.edenrockdive.com email:edenrock@candw.ky 
LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER II & BRAC AQUATICS LTD. (800) 544-2722 
Unbeatable prices at condos, villas, hotels and live-aboard diving by 
the pioneering developer in the Caymans, Brac Aquatics. Our 22 years 
experience guarantees only the best and at the best prices possible! 
OCEAN FRONTIERS - EASTEND-GRAND CAYMAN = (800) 544-6576 
Cayman's #1 Dive School, Referrals, tech & PADI IDC. 
Monthly Specials on Dive and Hotel/Condo Packages. 
www.oceanfrontiers.com/sdm.html 
RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN (877) RED-SAIL 
Ask about our 2001 scuba odyssey dive package. Daily 2 & 1- 
tank dives, night dives. Courses available. Five complete dive 
& watersport centers. info@redsail.com www.redsail.com 
SOUTHERNCROSS CLUB-LITTLECAYMAN = (800)899-2582(CLUB) 
Max of 12 divers per boat, 11 beachfront cottages w/ A/C, 
800’ of pristine white sand beach w/ private dock SCC is the 
best way to relax and dive Little Cayman’s famous wall. 




















EL OCOTAL RESORT (800) 909-7697 
Beautiful, spacious and simply the best. Personalized service. 
Great diving. Experienced divemasters. Discount airfare/land 
packages. dive@divetropical.com 
COCOS ISLAND, SEAHUNTER (800) 443-0799 
Unforgettable dive adventure to one of the last wild underwa- 
ter frontiers...Hammerheads, sharks, mantas and more! 


info@adventureexprescom | www.adventureexpress.com 


SCUBA CAN INTERNATIONAL INC. 1-888-799-2822 
Specializing in bringing American divers to Cuba, both land 
based and liveaboard. All programs conform to government 


regulations. email: info@scubacan.com www.scubacan.com 
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SCUBAFUN (809) 833-0003 
Diving in the N.P. near Bayahibe and La Romana. Reef, shark, wall and cave 
diving. PADI courses - all levels. Best service and prices. 
Www.0-market.de/scubafun Be Ac : 
TREASURE DIVERS (800) 820-1631 www.diveguideint.com/p0338.htm 
Boca Chica-PADI facility on the trendy Don Juan Beach offers 
famous cave and wreck diving-day excursions to the best sites 
of the island sharks, rays, whale watching. 
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BEQA DIVERS www. begadivers.com divefiji@is.com.fj 
Leisurely dive trips to best dive sites in Bega Lagoon. 
Budget firstclass packages soft coral splendor tunnels 
wreck gorgonia sharks. Fax 679361047 personal service 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLANDS RESORT 
The perfect blend of comfort and services of a world-class re- 
sort, yet has the warmth & intimacy of a small, private retreat. 
(800) 246-3454; Fax: (415) 788-0150; www.jmcfir@aol.com. 
DIVE KADAVU/MANTANA RESORT (800) 525-3833 

FIJl’S BEST VALUE! Great diving, comfortable accommodations, 
& a beautiful beach. Plus, discount airfares from the U.S. Call 
Landfall Dive & Adventure Travel. www.landfallproductions.com 

NAI’A CRUISES FIJI (800) 903-0272; (679) 450-382 
Fiji's finest coral reefs & pelagic passages. Spacious & comfort- 
able. Friendly crew. Owner-operated. Tonga humpback whale 

Fax: (679) 450-566; _ trips.naia@is.com.f WWwW.naia.com.fj 











AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive 
boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! Free video 
available. (303) 494-8384; www.aquaticencounters.com 
GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA (888) 317-6333 
The first and best land based dive operation. Hotel/dive pack- 
ages and live-aboards available. Adventure Diving —PADI, 
NAUI courses and referrals. ____ (954) 489-7749 
ULITMATE DIVING & NATURALIST ADVENTURE! (800) 525-3833 
Sharks, rays & unique land animals. Lammer Law, discount 
airfares, & Ecuador/Amazon tours. Call Landfall Dive & 
Adventure Travel. 





www.landfallproductions.com 


AARON’S DIVE SHOP - OAHU (888) 84-SCUBA 
Experience the great wrecks in Oahu’s warm clear waters. 
Daily 2-tank dive tours / OW Referrals our Specialty 
aarons@aloha.com www. hawaii-scuba.com 
MAUI DIVE SHOP (800) 542-3483 
Hawaii's largest dive center, 6 stores, free dive guide, daily 
boat dives, rentals, PADI 5-star, topside activities. 1455 S. Kihei Rd.- 
Kihei, HI 96753 Fax: (808) 879-1644; www.mauidiveshop.com 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES (800) 635-1273 
Maui’s most diverse dive operation focusing on marine education & 
personalized service. Call 800# for FREE information package. 
robinson@maui.net Visit our website: www.maui-scuba.com 
JACK’S DIVING LOCKER (800) 345-4807 
Retail, rentals, fun crew AM/PM, night & manta dives. Non-scary 
intros-photo/video PADI/universal referrals. (808) 329-7585 
dive@jacksdivinglocker.com www.jacksdivinglocker.com 
KONA COAST DIVERS (800)KOA-DIVE 
Professionalism since 1967. PADI 5* IDC / NAUI & SSI. 
PRO / TDI / nitrox, rebreathers. Full classroom, retail, rentals 
divekona@kona.net ==www.konacoastdivers.com 
LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. (800) 998-3483 
20 yrs of showing divers the best Maui has to offer. Molokini, 
Lanai & Turtle Reef. Charters, rentals, retail & training. PADI 5* 
143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui 














www .lahainadivers.com 





WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER (808) 922-2121 Fax: (808) 922-9595 
Located right in Waikiki. Dive on our new $100K boat PADI 5- 
star & NAUI OW courses 3 days OW referrals-2 days.Daily boat 


dives. 424 Nahua St. Hon., Hl 96815 www.waikikidiving.com 
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LAS ROCAS RESORT & BANANARAMA DIVE CENTER 
Dive Roatan’s Marine Park from your doorstep! 
7 nights, 2 dives daily, 1 night dive and more $440 p/p 
www.lasrocasresort.com info@lasrocasresort.com 
CRYSTAL BEACH RESORT - NAUTILUS DIVE (800) 535-7063 
Villa on private cay surrounded by reef, grand view. $595 per 
person DBL. OCC. incl. meals, diving, grp. spec. & fishing 
avail. www.bayislandsdirectory.com/crystal 
REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN (800) 328-8897 Fax: (210) 733-7889 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 
2 boat & shore dive dly, competitive prices. 
email reefdiving@aol.com_ www.reefhouseresort.com 
ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and fishing available. 
Beach house rentals, Mayan ruins & more. P.O. Box 877, 
San Antonio, FL. 33576 (800) 282-8932. www.roatan.com 
ROATAN, OAK BAY RESORT (504) 435-2337 
7 nights, studio apartment with kitchenette, 12 
boat dives, unlimited shore diving $385pp. 
cuba@tropicohn.com 
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ADVENTURE EXPRESS (800) 433-0799 
Complete liveaboard & land-based diving combined w/land 
excursions throughout Indonesia. Ask about group disc. 





DIVE THE BEST OF INDONESIA MOYO-KOMODO-ALOR AND BEYOND 
On M/V Baruna Adventurer-A luxury 100 foot live-aboard. 
Bali Dive&Drive Fax: 0062-361-753809 
baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id www.comcen.au/~baruna 
DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (ex Fantasea Il): 115 ft of luxury 
live-aboard. June through December 
diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asiapacific.com 
KARARU DIVE VOYAGES WWW.KARARU.COM (800) 886-7321 
Kararu Dive Voyages takes you to Komodo Alor Sulawesi. Join 
us in the center of marine biodiversity 115 ft luxury. 


email: info@divediscovery.com www.divediscovery.com 
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JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE (876) 973-4845 
5-star PADI, dive packages & instruction, 3 dives daily, 
night dives, photo and video. Fax: (876) 973-4875 
webedivin@jamaqua.com www.jamaqua.com 
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#1 MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD (800) 909-7697 
80 ft. MANTHIRI .. . Don’t settle for less Pvt cabins with 
bath. Full A/C. Fantastic! www.divetropical.com $300/night. 
Discounted airfares. dive@divetropical.com 
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VALLARTA ADVENTURES 01152 329 712 12 EXT. 25 
PADI 5, fast new boats, 1st class gear, small groups, multi dive dis- 
counts, good viz, abundant sealife. Fax: 01152 329 71252 info@val- 


larta-adventures.com www.vallarta-adventures.com 
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BAJA EXPEDITIONS (800) 843-6967; (858) 581-3311 
La Paz based live-aboard and day diving/hotel packages. Whale 
watching, sea kayaking and multi-activity camping packages. 
Fax: (858) 581-6542; travel@bajaex.com; www.bajaex.com 
CABO ACUADEPORTES (521) 143-0117 
NAUI-PADI-SSI/Since 1984. 3 boat dive daily. Complete 
watersports centers at 2 exclusive beachfront locations. 
play@cabowatersports.com www.cabowatersports.com 
OUTPOSTRAVEL info@outpostravel.com (916) 354-1942 
Diving packages; land-based and live-aboards in La Paz and 
Loreto. First-class, personal service, world-class diving. 
Air/land packages. __www.outpostravel.com 
RAMAJAMAADVENTURES.COM (760) 346-3685 
60’ live-aboard wih superior accommodations for 6. Custom 
dive, snorkel, kayak and eco tours in Baja. 
ramajamaadventures@hotmail.com eet ay 
SCUBAJA DIVING CENTER (888) 285-1046 
PADI, luxury boats, snorkeling, camping, kayaking 

best service. 
(521) 122-7423 











www.scubaja.com 
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BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS COZUMEL (800) 878-8853 
Blue Bubble, No Trouble! Dive with small groups, fast boats, 
personal attention, flexible schedules, 6 departure times 
daily, equip rental. Air, hotel,dive packages _www.bluebubble.com 
COZUMEL IN THE CARIBBEAN SEA (800) 327-2254 
Dive ¢ Snorkel * Day Trips * Accommodations 
Fax: (786) 268-2802 www.cozumelcaribe.com 
COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS (800) 291-2715 
Mini-haciendas—1 100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower- 
rinse Rm. LR, DR, 1-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. AC, 
Res-Mar. Custom dive services. Group rates US owner. 

DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL (800) 909-7697 
The best there is! The best in personalized service. Fora 
wealth of free info/ reservations call (529) 872-1007 or write 
111-2nd North, Seattle, WA 98109. —_ dive@divetropical.com 
HOTEL CLUB DEL SOL COZUMEL (529) 872-3777 
A/C , beachfront 4 mi so. from town, restaurant/ bar, 
dive shop, best snorkeling.  clubdelsol@cozunet.finred.com.mx 
Fax: (529) 872-5877 | www.cozumel-hotels.net/club_del_sol/ 
ISLAMAR VACATION SUITES, NEW ‘98 ~—s_ (800) 742-1563 
1BR/1Bath or 2BR/2bath units. full kitchens, maid, A/C, TV/VCR, 
pool, jacuzzi, dive lockers, rinse tank/drip dry, 12” security wall, 
10 min. walk to beach/town. = www.cozumel.net/bb/islamar 
PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL (800) 588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean 
view, English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. 
Dive &jeep rental pkqs. 




















www.cozumel-pliz.com 
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FAMED FISH N’ FINS (800) 909-7697 
Divers and the Palau Marina Hotel. Micronesia’s only true 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 

Fax: (206) 441-5431 | _dive@divetropical.com 
SS THORFINN (691) 330-3040 
Experience Truk Lagoon’s world renown “Shipwreck City” 
dive up to 30 different magnificent wrecks per week. 

Fax: (691) 330-4253 seaward@mail.fm www.thorfinn.net 








TRUK LAGOON, TRUK ODYSSEY (800) 443-0799 
The world’s most renowned wreck diving. See the ghost fleet 
of Truk Lagoon from Rodale’s #1 rated liveaboard. 
info@ adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 
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OUTPOSTRAVEL Info@outpostravel.com (800) 659-5800 
Live-aboards-Coiba Explorer. Diving & land tours. 
Rafting, kayaking, rainforests. Panama travel specialists. 
Experienced, personalized service. _www.outpostravel.com 
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ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT (800) 443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. 7 nt. pkgs from 
$1185/pp p/dive. Res/info www.adventureexpress.com 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72' M/V FEBRINA (800) 443-0799 
5,7 or 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $269 per person/ 
per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 
diving w/ luxury accommodations. www.adventureexpress.com 
AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 
for information packages including free video 

(800) 757-1365 Pin Code 1815 www.aquaticencounters.com 
BOMATU DIVING COMPANY www.bomatu.com 
Dive Papua New Guinea & the Far Nthn GBR Australia Unique 
expeditions for small numbers aboard our two luxury live- 
aboards Tiata & Serica. PH 61740938900 info@bomatu.com 
PNG DIVING ADVENTURES 011 (675) 852-2766 
Live aboard the luxurious Melanesian Discoverer. Cruises to 
Milne Bay, New Ireland & Madang. Stay at Madang Resort or 
the Malagan Lodge at Kavieng. mrh@meltours.com 





Vv 


AQUA SPORT RED SEA 9 (972) 7633-4404; Fax: (972) 7633-3771 
PADI 5* diving courses @ all levels. Est 1962, fast dive boats, 
live-aboard, shore diving, Sinai safaris & boat diving. 2 great lo- 
cations: Eliat, Israel/Taba Hilton, Egypt. info@aqua-sport.com 
GHAZALA FLEET (800) 909-7697 Fax: (206) 441-5431 
Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai Divers. 
Diving both the nothern and southern Egyptian Red Sea. 
25 yrs.exp. _ dive@divetropical.com — www.divetropical.com 
ADVENTURE DIVING WITH DIVING WORLD (800) 443-0799 
The Red Sea experts. 7-14 night expeditions to Brothers, 
Daedalus and Zabargad on first class vessels. E-6 processing and 


Nitrox available. 7 night itineraries from $1295 
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INDIAN OCEAN EXPLORER ALDABRA/AMIRANTES (800) 443-0799 
116’ steel dive vessel w/E-6 & A/C—max 16 divers. Indian Ocean 
Galapagos air/land packages available. 

divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 
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ADVENTURE DIVING AT UEPI ISLAND RESORT (800) 443-0799 
Dive famous Marovo Lagoon. Great diving/snorkeling & VALUE from 
$190 p/p day. Combine w/ Fiji or Solomons. The Solomon experts. 


divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 


DIVE SAFARIS (599) 529-001; Fax: (599) 528-983 
Boat dives - Reefs & wrecks. First class gear and 3 boats. 
PADI courses, referrals, specialties, Discover Scuba. 
www.diveguideint.com/divesafaris 7 ’ 

OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER (599) 545-252 & 544-357 
PADI & NAUI 30 years experience, Reefs, Wrecks, Small 
Groups. Daily boat dives & Lessons. Simpson Bay Beach 


divesm@megatropic.com www.stmaartendiving.com 
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ANDAMAN SEA: “OCEAN ROVER’ LIVEABOARD (800) 443-0799 
From the M/V FANTASEA team. Same crew, same program, brand 
new boat. Dive Thailand and Burma in style.info@fantasea. 
net; info@liveaboard-charters.com; www.ocean-rover.com 
M/V ANDAMAN SEAFARER www.pidcdivers.com 
4-10D cruise to Similan/Surin and/or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Courses & Daydives. Fax: (667) 638-1219. 
PIDC Divers 1/10 Soi Ao Chalong. _ Viset Road Phiket 83130 
M/Y AQUA ONE BY AQUASPORTS (888) 996-2782 
A115 ft. luxury live-aboard cruise in Thailand, Burma and 
Andaman islands. Comfortable, friendly crew, superb Thai 
hospitality. aquaone@bigplanet.com www.dive-aquasports.com 
DIVE ASIA (667) 633-0598 
Live-aboard cruises in Thailand & Burma to Similan/Richelieu/ 
Mergui/Burma Banks. Day trips, Padi courses & IDC 

Fax: (667) 628-4033; info@diveasia.com; _www.diveasia.com 
DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVEABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (Ex-Fantasea II) : 115 feet of luxury live-aboard 
M/V Sai Mai: 8 passengers for personal service 
diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asia pacific.com 
SOUTH EAST ASIA DIVERS (667) 628-1299 
Sail & dive Similan/Surin Islands or southern Hin Daeng 
4-7 days or 13 day Whale Shark safari on schooner Seraph 
Fax: (667) 628-1298; skin@phuketdive.net_ www.phuketdive.net 
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S/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD STABLE 56’ TRI (800) 326-4831 
Dive Caicos remote walls with TAO’s PADI pros Sail-Sun- 
Scuba-Deserted Beaches. Great Food-Good Fun. 
Fax:(649) 941-5510 info@sailtao.com www.sailtao.com 





Vv 


CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO.-ST. JOHN (340) 776-6234, 
18 years in business, PADI 5-star certifications, referrals, dive 
pkgs with Westin Resort and private homes. Fax: (340)693-8720 
cruzbaywatersports@att.net _ www.cbw-stjohn.com 
DIVE EXPERIENCE (800) 235-9047; (340) 773-3307 
Dive St. Croix’s best: walls, reefs, and our famous 
fish feed! PADI 5 * IDC center. hotel and dive pkgs. 
divexp@viaccess.net_ —_ www.-.st-croix.com/diveexperience 
LOW KEY WATERSPORTS (800) 835-7718; (340) 693-8999 
PADI 5-star IDC training facility beginners through experts. 
Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals welcome. 
Dive pkgs available. 
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BON VOYAGE TOURS, INC.—Dive the Red Sea 

9 days fully escorted package including airfare from any major 
airport within the US. 

Deluxe accommodations with daily breakfast. 

Tour to the Pyramids, Sphinx and the Egyptian Museum. 

8 guided open water dives in the Red Sea. $1799 
1-888-322-3883 
Promo@tourstoegypt-www.tourstoegypt.com 

Don’t forget to ask about our Alexandria diving (Cleopatra's Palace) 









YACHTCLUB APARTMENTS 

Small resort with 13 apartments fully equipped. One—or two bed- 
rooms, studio’s and a 2nd floor, 5 room, 5 bath mega 
apartment. All with private balconies. 1.2 Miles from town 


and within walking distance to dive operators. Very good prices. 
Group discounts available. Special dive packages include car | 


rental. For more details see our website. 


~ Ph.: 5997-17-7424, faxes: 5997-17-7372 
_ Web: Yachtclubapartmentsbonaire.com 
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Lost: Sanity 
Found: Paradise 


otos by Chris Fluss, 
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Maldives Classifieds uf 


web: www.manthiri.com 877-357-0022 email: livewell@cnw.com 





CASTAWAY DIVING 
From walk thru’s to 


- corals; it’s all waiting at 
Castaway Island, Fiji. ; : 

_ With our custom-built 31ft. dive boat 

_ (2x200hp) most dive-sites are within 

- ten to fifteen minutes of the island. 

- Take advantage of our unlimited dive 
ecial for USD225.00-up to four dives 
r day, no maximum stay! 
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Call: 1-800-888-0120, ext. 145 
_ E-mail: castaway@itr-aps.com 
www.castawayfiji.com 
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M.Y. Manthiri Maldives Vacation 


Millions of Fish 
Turtles © Whalesharks 
Great Vis © Gourmet Food 
Small Groups ¢ Unparalleled Services 


Rated kkk “Excellent” by Undercurrent May 2001 
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S.C.0.R.E./V.1. DIVERS 
St. Croix, 

U.S. Virgin Islands 
Specializing in small 
groups scuba diving, 


| deep sea fishing, 


and flats 
fishing trips. 
PADI resort 
and TDI/SDI 


| Training Facility. 
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Call toll-free 
1-877-773-6045 
www.scorevi.com 


British Virgin Islands 
Our 32nd year. PAD! 5 Star, Naui, SSI, YMCA. 
$784 
7/nights, 8/days, unlimited daytime diving, 
hotel, transfers, tax and service charges 
Call today 1-888-451-2275 
reservations@baskininthesun.com 


www. baskininthesun.com 
Come Dive With Friends! 


WANT DIVING DIVERSITY? 


Come to Andros Island, Bahamas. 

We have shallow reefs, 50’ gardens, wrecks at 60’, 

walls from 70’, caverns at 90’, 9 different blue holes, 
shark observation dives, Nitrox, and one-on-one 

specialty dives. Twenty cottages, all-inclusive rates, 

and a help-yourself bar. Since 1960. 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE, Andros Island, Bahamas — 





iee0-22 6961; www.SmallHope.com 





LORI RRS Eee 


www. bilikiki.com 
www. infobilikiki.com 


Bilikiki 
pe Cruises Ltd. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 


Toll-Free 1-800-663-5363 
(in USA & Canada) 


Tel. 250-383-7253 © Fax 250-383-6598 
horizon.bc.ca 


SR 
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Kelp Harvesting Banned 


ON FRIDAY, APRIL 6, SCUBA DIVERS 
arrived at Monterey’s Hilton Hotel 
to encourage the California Fish 
and Game Commission to pass leg- 
islation curbing the kelp harvesting 
that takes place along California’s 
central coast. More than 80 sup- 


MARINA DEL MAR 


VISIT US 


CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 
TOLL FREE 877-361-1113 


AT: WWW.OC 


porters attended the 


management. 


OCEAN DIVERS 


KEY LARGO, FLORIDA " 


EANDIVERS.COM 


“SSS-100K/600K gives a 


oj (=t=| eum elloirilla 
the 


of what’s on 
rire) ss Pie 


you a highly detailed picture of 
any object on the lake, river, or 


ocean bottom. Whether you need 


a low frequency side scan to cover 


large areas quickly, a high frequency side 
scan to find those small soft targets, or a dual 
frequency side scan, Fishers can provide the system 


you need. Each of their side scan sonars come with a 17” 
wide high resolution printer to give you a detailed picture 
unmatched by other low cost side scan systems.” 


Proton 3 


Marine 
Magnetometer 


Pulse 12% 


DHC-1 
Diver-held 
Camera 


Call for a free catalog or to order our demonstration video. 


J.W. Fishers Mfg., 


Inc. 7953 County St., E. Taunton, MA 02718 USA 


(800J)822-4744 « Tel. (508)822-7330 © FAX: (508)880-8949 or 822-1931 
JWFishers@aol.com ¢ www. jwfishers.com 
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meeting; 
dozens had the opportunity to voice 
their opinions. Their impassioned 
arguments prompted the commis- 
sion to adopt an environmentally 
friendly statewide plan for kelp 


Photo/Georgienne Bradley 


©SD/AD 0801 





The new plan, effective for five 
years, prohibits kelp harvesting 
throughout the marine sanctuary, 
from April through July. Additional- 
ly, it bans harvesting year-round 
along part of the historic Can- 
nery Row. 

The “Monterey Bay National 
Marine Sanctuary Final Kelp Man- 
agement Report: Background, Envi- 
ronmental Setting and Recommen- 
dations,” commissioned by a con- 
sortium of government agencies, 
examines both sides of the kelp 
harvesting issue. The comprehen- 
sive report documents a variety of 
scientific and economic viewpoints 
from both sides. 

One scientific study reports that 
more than 4,200 individual crea- 
tures were found within the base, or 
“holdfasts,” of five individual kelp 
plants. Supporters of the harvesting 
ban claim that these creatures living 
within the kelp forest strata are 
routinely harvested along with the 
kelp. At best, this upsets the delicate 
balance of the marine ecosystem; at 
worst, it threatens some of the 
creatures with extinction. 

The Monterey County Herald 
reported that the commission had 
been postured to adopt regulations 
that banned kelp harvesting along 
part of Cannery Row, but extended 
the no-take zone after throngs 
of “kelp lovers” articulated their 
political position at the commission 
meeting. While some attendees 
thought that legislated kelp protec- 
tion should be even more ardent, 
most were ecstatic. = 


—Georgienne Bradley 











Waiving Your Right 
to Bare Arms 


BY KARL SHREEVES 


IMAGINE YOU’RE ON A DIVE BOAT. 
Although there’s no tek diving going 
on, you notice two divers who also tek 
dive. They’re in standard single cylin- 
der rigs, but somehow, you can tell 
they're tekkies. 

How? Chances are, it’s their gauges. 
Besides being high-end models like 
tek diving demands, these divers wear 
them on their arms. They use stan- 
dard, simple SPGs. Consoles and air- 
integrated computers are conspicu- 
ously absent. Although, as a friend of 
mine points out, gauges on the arms 
seem to sling us back to the 60s. But, 
tek divers eschew consoles and air- 
integrated computers for several good 
reasons. It’s not quite as Neanderthal 
as it might look. 

Profile: Many resort divemasters 
would love to see everyone go back to 
wrist gauges. They'll be the first to tell 
you that consoles not only protrude, 
but they’re the number one coral- 
basher right after fin tips. In tek div- 
ing, protruding consoles or dangling 
hose-mounted gauges go beyond po- 
tential for injuring the environment 
to potential for injuring the diver. 
Anything that protrudes from the tek 
diver’s ample kit can hang up and 
snag on a line, net or monofilament— 
all typical in tek diving environments. 

Hands-free Info: Youre wearing a 
drysuit and descending along an an- 
chor line in a current. You already wish 
you had four hands so you can adjust 
your BC, equalize your ears, inflate 
your suit and hang onto the line simul- 
taneously. If you have to grab a console 
to watch your depth and direction, 
now you need another hand. Tek 
divers mount their gauges on their 
arms because it’s easy to see them, even 
with both hands occupied. 


Photo/Michelle Van Vliet 


; 


A wrist-mount computer not only allows tekkies to free their hands, it also enables 
them to swap out necessary equipment for each dive with ease, and decreases the 
potential injury to the environment from dangling gauges. 





Outside the Clutter: Put on four 
stage bottles. Having little bulk, you 
pull an SPG into view like an agile 
motorcycle weaving past heavy traffic. 
A console is more like a tractor trailer 
in the same jam. It stays right where it 
is until everything else moves. 

Houdini Option: Although arm 
instruments have less tangle potential 
than consoles, the potential is still there. 
Unlike a console, though, you can cut 
wrist straps with ease (if you have to in 
the worst case). Entanglement on an 
arm gauge is typically easier to see 
because it’s away from your body. 

Same Eggs, Different Baskets: 
If youre using a standard SPG anda 
computer and one fails, you have the 
other. If you're using an air-integrated 
computer, a computer failure knocks 
out both. That’s not a big deal in recre- 





ational diving, where you can just head 
up. But in tek diving, just heading up 
typically isn’t an option. 

Equipped for the Mission: 
Arm-mounting makes it much easier 
for tek divers to wear exactly the 
instruments they need for the dive. 
Swapping instruments in a console 
isn’t nearly as convenient. 

About the only drawback to arm- 
mount gauges is that they easily hang 
up when sliding in and out of your 
harness. Most tekkers solve this by 
putting on the harness first when kit- 
ting up, then taking off the gauges 
first, after diving. Not exactly a major 
dilemma. 


Karl Shreeves is VP, Technical Devel- 
opment for DSAT and PADI, and an 


avid tekkie. 
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ew - No entry fee. 
-| Sere. DON'T MISS OUT! 
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-., HOW TO USE SKIN DIVER LINK 
At Skin Diver Online, you can get hot news 
_-4y and information from our advertisers 
~~ instantly—and it's FREE. Skin Diver Link 
a allows you to contact advertisers directly, 
xg “j then it sends back their information via e- 
ee mail. It's that easy! 


4 To access the Skin Diver Link system, 
~~» simply go to 


24 www.skin-diver.com 


| and click the Skin Diver Link button 
=. 0n the top right corner of the screen. 
239% To receive instant info: 
F 1) Enter your contact information. 
2) Select an advertiser. 
3) Click the SUBMIT INFO 
REQUEST button. 
i if you don’t have web access, ; 
Hy just call toll free (888) 353-3483, ask jg 
| for Skin Diver Link and a friendly 
operator will assist you. Thanks! 
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V DIVE ACCESSORIES 
AQUA ANGEL 


http://www.aquaangel.com 
e-mail: info@aquaangel.com 


V DIVE EQUIPMENT 
ADORAMA/LEISURE PRO 
http://www.leisure-pro.com 
e-mail: goleisure@aol.com 
APOLLO SPORTS 
http://www.apollosportsusa.com 
e-mail: apollous@aol.com 


DIVERS DISCOUNT 
http://www.diversdiscountflorida.com 
e-mail: salesandinfo@divers-discount.com 
DIVERS DIRECT 
http://www.diversdirect.com 

e-mail: experts@diversdirect 

DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 

e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 
DIVERS SUPPLY 
http://divers-supply.com 

e-mail: diving@leading.net 
LAUDICK’S JEWELRY 
http://www.activewatches.com 
e-mail: laudick@bright.net 


PERFORMANCE DIVER 
http://www.performancediver.com 
e-mail: wvaperf@aol.com 

RUBBER STAMPS FOR DIVERS 
http://www.stempelprofi.com 

e-mail: diver@stempelprofi.com 
SEAQUEST 
http://www.sea-quest.com 
SEAVENGER 
http://www.seavenger.com 
SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS/SPARE AIR 
http://www.spareair.com 

e-mail: info@submersiblesystems.com 
SUUNTO 

http://www.suuntofi.com 

e-mail: suuntodiving@suunto fi 


Vv EMPLOYMENT 
CAYMAN JOBS 


http://www.caymanjobs.com 
e-mail: mrdream@caymanjobs.com 


V GUIDES /PUBLICATIONS 
DOGSBREATH DIVERS 
http://Awww.dogsbreathdivers.com 

e-mail: dogsbreath@barclays.net 

HOMO DELPHINUS 

The Dolphin Within Man by Jacques Mayol 
http://www.idelson-gnocchi.com 


SCUBAMEX, S.C. 
http://www.scubamex.net 
e-mail: rodolfo@scubamex.net 


UNDERCURRENT 
http://www.undercurrent.org 
e-mail: editor@undercurrent.org 


Vv MISCELLANEOUS 


ALOHA SHIRTS-BIKINIS-ETC. 
http://www. keywestcargo.net 
e-mail: kwcargo@bellsouth.net 








RON GORDON DIVE WATCH REPAIRS& 
SALES 
gordonronwatches.webatonce.com 
e-mail: rongord@aol.com 


V PHOTOGRAPHY 


ARMATO’S 

http://www.armatos.com 

e-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
BERGER BROS. 
http://www.berger-bros.com 

e-mail: bergerbr@berger-bros.com 
CARLSON CUSTOM VIDEO 
http://www.customvideohousings.com 


e-mail: denny-carlson@juno.com 


CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR & GAL- 
LERIES http://www.cathychurch.com 
e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 

CPD INDUSTRIES 
http://www.casesbypelican.com 

e-mail: sales@casesbypelican.com 
FISHEYE DIVE, PHOTO & VIDEO 
http://www. fisheye.com 

e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 

NIKONOS REPAIR/MIKE MESGLESKI 
http://www.nikonosrepair.com 

e-mail: mmesgleski@nikonosrepair.com 
SEALIFE 
http:/Avww.pioneer-research.com/Sealife.htm 
UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH 
http:/Avww.uwphoto.com 

e-mail: info@uwphoto.com 


V TECHNICAL 
DIVE INC. 
http:/Avww.diveincny.com 
e-mail:diveincny@aol.com 


V TRADE SHOWS 

OUR WORLD UNDERWATER 
http://www.ourworldunderwater.com 
e-mail: info@ourworldunderwater.com 


V TRAINING/CERTIFICATION 


DIVER’S UNLIMITED 
http://www.diversunlimited.com 
e-mail: dvrsunim@bellsouth.net 
DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE AT HALL’S 
http://www.hallsdiving.com 
e-mail: hallsdive@aol.com 
FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE 
http://www.kamfdi.com 

e-mail: kamfdi@aol.com 

PDIC 

http://www.pdic-intl.com 
e-mail: info@pdic.com 


Vv TRAVEL 


AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
http://www.aggressor.com or 
e-mail: divboat@aol.com 


ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
http://www.almondbeach.com 
e-mail: info@almondbeach.com 


AQUANAUTS GRENADA 
http://www.aquanautgrenada.com 
e-mail: aquanauts@caribsurf.com 





AUSTRALIA, TOURISM QUEENSLAND 
http://www. DestinationQueensland.com 
e-mail: queensland@qttclax.com 
BEACON HARBOR RESORT * CAYMAN BRAC 
http://www. beaconharbor.com 

e-mail: kkclark@ies.net 

BILIKIKI CRUISES SOLOMON ISLANDS 
http://www. bilikiki.com 

e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 

BIMINI UNDERSEA 

http://www. biminiundersea.com 

e-mail: info@biminiundersea.com 
BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 

http://www. blackbeard-cruises.com 
e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 

http://www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
e-mail: bobsotos@candw.ky 


BONNE TERRE MINE * BILLION GALLON LAKE 


http://www.2dive.com 

e-mail: westend@postnet.com 
BON BINI DIVERS BONAIRE 
http://www. bonbinidivers.com 
e-mail: info@bonbinidivers.com 


BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
http://www. brac-caribbean.com 
e-mail: info@bracarib@candw.ky 
BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS 
http://www.caradonna.com 

e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 
CARIB SANDS 

e-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 
CAYMAN CONDOS 
http://www.cicondos.com 

e-mail: cayman@cicondos.com 
CAYMAN DIVER LTD. 
http:/Awww.caymandiver.ky/. 
e-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 
CAYMAN DIVING LODGE * EAST END 
http://www.caymandivelodge.com 
e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 

CHUB CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.chubcaydive.com 
CORAL ISLE DIVERS * BARBADOS 
http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 
e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 


CORAL COAST CARIBE BEACH HOTEL 
http://www.coralhotels.com 

DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS 
http://www.dive-asiapacific.com 
e-mail: diveasia@diveres.com 

DIVE PARADISE 
http://www.diveparadise.com 

e-mail: info@diveparadise.com 


DISCOVER BONAIRE 
http://www.discoverbonaire.com 
e-mail: info@discoverbonaire.com 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TOURISM 
e-mail: www.dominicana.com.do 


DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 
http://www.donfosters.com 
e-mail: donfosters@cayman.org 
EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE 
e-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 





Advertise in Skin Diver's Internet Directory and see your listing on the 
web: www.skin-diver.com (see Services, Directories, Internet). 
For more info call Vivian at (323) 782-2778 « 12 issues: $477 


FIJI ESCAPES TRAVEL 

_ http:/Avww.fiji-islands.com/scuba.htm| 

e-mail: fiji@maui.net 

_ GALAPAGOS SUB AQUA 

_ http://Awww.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
_ e-mail: gsubaqua@diveres.com 

_ GARDEN ISLAND RESORT 

_ http:/Awww.aquatrek.com 

e-mail: info@aquatrek.com 

| HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 
_ http:/Avww.gti.net/hightide 

_ e-mail: hightide@sunbeach.net 


INDIES SUITES/INDIES DIVER 


e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 


ISLAND DREAMS 
http://www.islandream.com 


| e-mail: info@islandream.com 

| JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FiJI ISLAND 
RESORT 

_ http:/Awww.jmcfir.com 

_ e-mail: jmcfir@aol.com 

~ LAJOLLA COVE SUITES 

| http://www.lajollacove.com 

_ e-mail: jackman@lajollacove.com 
LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT 
| http://www.braclittle.com 
e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
LOOKOUT LODGE DIVE RESORT 
__ http://www.lookoutlodge.com 
e-mail: mail@lookoutlodge.com 

| MAUI DIVE SHOP 

__ http:/Awww.mauidiveshop.com 

_ e-mail: info@mauidiveshop.com 
_ NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 

- http:/Avww.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

_ NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.nektoncruises.com 
e-mail: info@nektoncruises.com 
: PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 

| e-mail: knishida@palaunet.com 


| PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 


http://www.peterhughes.com 


e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 

| PUNTA CANA BEACH 

| http://www. puntacana.com 

_ @-mail: www.puntacana.com/scubadiving 


RED SAIL SPORTS 
http://www.redsail.com 


_ @-mail: info@redsail.com 
_ REEF HOUSE RESORT 


| http://www.reefhouseresort.com 
| @-mail: reefdiving@aol.com 


| RIDING ROCK INN 
; @-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 


RUM POINT INN * BELIZE 


e-mail: rupel@btl.net 
| SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 


http://Awww.scubaclubcozumel.com 


_ SCUBA NETWORK 
| www.scubanetwork.com 
‘e-mail: info@scubanetwork.com 


_ SCUBA PASSPORT 


http://www.scubapassport.com 


‘ e-mail: mail@scubapassport.com 


| SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
| http://www.seafever.com 
| e-mail: seafever@seafever.com 








SEALINK RESERVATIONS 
http://www.sealinkars.com 

e-mail: reservations@sealinkars.com 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE * BAHAMAS 
http://www.smallhope.com 

e-mail: shbinfo@smallhope.com 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB * LITTLE CAYMAN 
http://www.southerncrossclub.com 
e-mail: relax@southerncrossclub.com 
STELLA MARIS RESORT CLUB * BAHAMAS 
http://www.stellamarisresort.com 
e-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://www.stuartcove.com 

e-mail: info@stuartcove.com 

ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES 
http:/Awww.scubasvg.com 

e-mail: scubasvg@aol.com 

SUNSET HOUSE 
http://www.sunsethouse.com 

e-mail: sunset@candw.ky 

TONGA WHALE ENCOUNTERS 
http://www.geocites.com/tongawhales 
e-mail: tongawhales@hotmail.com 
TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 
http://www.tidivers.com 

e-mail: tidivers@gate.net 

TRIMARINE 
http://www.galapagosdiving.com 
e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 
UNEXSO 

http:/Awww.unexso.com 


WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


YAP DIVERS & MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 


ARE 
\ 

aS 

; 


http://www.mantaray.com 
e-mail: billacker@mantaray.com 


V TRAVEL WHOLESALERS 
ADVENTURE EXPRESS 
http://www.adventureexpress.com 
e-mail: info@adventureexpress.com 
AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL 
http://www.aquadreams.com 

e-mail: info@aquadreams.com 
CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES/WORLDDIVE ADVENTURES 
http://www.worlddive.com 

e-mail: info@worlddive.com 

DIVE DISCOVERY 
http://www.divediscovery.com 

e-mail: info@divediscovery.com 

DIVE TOURS 

http://www.divetours.org 

e-mail: info@divetours.org 

LANDFALL DIVE & ADVENTURE TRAVEL 
http://www. landfallproductions.com 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 

REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE ADV. TRAVEL 
http://www.reefrainforest.com 

e-mail: info@reefrainforest.com 
TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
http:/Awww.divetropical.com 

e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 
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At Leisure Pro, we guarantee that you will 
pay the lowest price in the nation on every 
item we sell. Here's how it works. Find any 
identical item priced lower at any dealer in 
the country that can be verified and we will 
beat that price by an additional 57%. 
Competitor must have item in stock, 
including size, color and same year model, at 
the time of purchase. Guarantee does not 
apply to close-outs and liquidations. 
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How to look even though your equipment 
is cumbersome and clunky, and your hair is a mess? 
Simple...wear a dive goddess skin. 


High-Quality, Visually Distinctive Active-wear for Serious 


Divers Who Don’t Take Themselves Too Seriously. 


- e i = fate 
dive goddess 
Phone: © Fax: 
Web Catalog: www.divegoddess.com © E-mail: sue@divegoddess.com 








Become a PADI Instructor Call for our FREE COLOR CATALOG 


ti Palm Bch. ,FL Atlanta, GA 
‘taiblae bon 770-939-348 TOLL FREE 1-800-999-DIVE(3483) 


Free Job Placement! 


» | B Ss 
World’s Largest Diving Dealer 
Divers Supply has been in business for over 23 years, has 8 
full service dive centers and a world wide mail order center. 


We Carry Over 100 Different Vendofs 


G. ti, Exclusiviley from Divers Supply 
~~’ Quality Gear 













Great Prices 
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Woh Nel alee Jan Diving Lb 


store or Mail-Order 
ree Color Catalog or Visit our Web Site 
999-DIVE (3483) or www.divers-supply.com 


ave 71 0% oe our chats ts below 








| Retail Locations: 
tuabedibdeniianaa 800-999-3483 
= Marietta, GA................ 770-419-1976 
™ Doraville, GA............... 770-939-3483 
Charlotte, N.C............. 704-525-0045 
Jacksonville, FL.......... 904-646-3828 


10% Off : nn apes 


ears 305-247-3483 






ed ‘ Yo MenaBre : Coupon Code:SD0601 ori¢ 
Se Available: Visit our Web Site: 
| TusSA wee: ; Online, In Store or by Phone = Www.divers-supply.com 
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Pelcian Case Distributor 





Skin Diver 


dive right in 


WiWw.skin-diver.com 





THE WORLD'S MOST READ 
SCUBA DIVING & SNORKELING 
MAGAZINE 


MARCH 2001 — THAT SINKING FEELING - NEW WRECKS TO 
EXPLORE - Bahamas, Cozumel, California;Forbidden & Mysterious - 
Diving Cuba!; EXCLUSIVE! David Doubilet Photo Essay; Ditch Your 
Tank - Snorkeling Techniques $ 


FEBRUARY 2001 — Romantic Getaways Tahiti, St, Lucia, Hawaii, 
Belize. FREE Souther Diver Edition Inside!; start shooting! video gear 
primer; discovering the glory of galapagos; inside the art and mind of 
wyland; a pictorial dive guide of the cayman islands 


JANUARY 2001 — 50 - fiftieth anniversary issue collectors edition 
2001; PLUS: Complete Reproduction of Skin Divers First Issue Inside; Eric 
Hanauer - On The Pulse Of Diving For 50 Years; Jim Church - From 
Flashbulbs To Digital; Nick Icom on the history of Dive Gear; Famous 
Alumni; Bonnie J. Cardone on the evolution of Dive Travel; The "Last Pinup" 
- Meeting Bettie Page $5.95 


DECEMBER 2000 — Jean-Michel Cousteau - A New Voice For The 
Cayman Islands; around the World with Steve - A Three-Year Diving 
Odyssey; Holiday Gear Guide - Cool Dive Stuff; Diving the War Torn Pacific; 
Tek: Sto een Boredom; Photography: The Blues; Reggae Reefs; 
Side-Gilled Sea Slug; Human Rights, BONUS! Caribbean Dive Guide & Ice 
Diving 101 $5.95 


NOVEMBER 2000 — Wish You Were HERE. Adventures Beyond the 
Blue Edge - Papua New Guinea, Brazil's Fernando de Noronha;FREE! Pacific 
Diver magazine inside!; Jean-Michel Cousteau - Into the Unknown; 
Awaiting Discovery - Eastern Micronesia; Go with the Flow - Tips on Drift 
Diving; Spring Fever - Central Florida Dive Guide; Australias Great Barrier 
ee Adventure; Meeting The Men In Gray - shark adventure in the 
Bahamas 


SEPTEMBER 2000 — The Virgin Islands - Our Best USVI Dive Guide 
Ever!; Bahamas Adventure: Learning to Dive - Family-Style; Diving in Holy 
Water: The Red Sea; Underwater Photography: Know Your Gear, Know Your 
Subject, Get The Shot; Dive Gear: Cold Water Travel Essentials; Get Back To 
Your Roots! Learn to Freedive $5 


AUGUST 2000 — AWAKENING the DRAGON - diving indonesia, 
malaysia and thailand; Safety Gear Guide; five easy ways to lear to dive; 
how to force perspective in your underwater photography; remembering the 
legacy of E.R. Cross; PLUS: Southern Diver $5.95 


JULY 2000 — PHOTO ANNUAL COLLECTORS EDITION 2000. PLUS: An 
Exclusive Look At A Playboy Underwater Photo Shoot. 


MAY 2000 — Hawaii - The Crucible of Creation; How To Photograph 
Powerful Silhouettes; Bahamas To The Core! - the Ultimate Guide; Hair- 
Raising Adventures in Cozumel; Derailing Divings Myths; Dive Computers 
Then And Now; Full Immersion Training; Cabo Dive Fiesta Photo Contest 
Results; Steward of The Whale Shark; Rasta Ray; Where In The World Is 
Walk fiilts PROMS RON IDO" s.c;<0+.-se-nscesncevesduuradbcteatcicsacleumvead $5.95 


APRIL 2000 — Palau - Where Heaven Fell Into The Sea; How To: 
Photograph Sharks; Time-Warped in The Sister Islands; Alaska! The Great 
Wet North;Bonus! DEMA Buyers Guide 2000; The Dolphin Lady - Nowdla 
Keefe, the Bimini’s First Lady of Diving; Bonus! 32-Page Southem Diver; Ask 
The Pro - Shooting Sharks; ScubaMed - Long Term Diving Effects ...$5.95 


MARCH 2000 — Galapagos - Images From Enchanted Isles; New 
Adventures Off Grand Cayman; Lock Your Doors! Were Scuba Trekkin; Tek 
Gear: Whats Redundant, Whats Ridiculous; Rigging Your Boat - Advice 
From The Pros; The Endless Reefs of Belize; Wanderlust In The Netherlands 
AMES id potas wngit ct dle cea mtiom te haa $5.95 


Magazines Just $5.95 each 


Buy 3 or more $5 each 


U.S. Shipping Charges: 

OK ; ing other than U.S. 

1 OF 2 MQBQZINES...cc1...b2 CB. a ¢ extra. Please allow 

3 or More.....31 per magazine 1-2 weeks for delivery 

Canadian orders send U.S. funds only, VISA or MasterCard. 
Florida residents add 6% sales tax. 





For BACK ISSUES ONLY: 


(800) 429-0106 
(863) 683-8807 


Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. EST 





DC READER SERVICES 


Attn: DEPT. SD — — 
P.O, Box 1668 
Lakeland, Florida 33802-1668 
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ARMATO’S 
1-800-520-5012 


YOUR #1 VIDEO 
HOUSING RESOURCE 
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For Olympus Digital Still Series Housing fer the TRV900 


SONY CONSUMER & PROFESSIONAL 
CAMCORDERS IN STOCK. 


SkinDiver marketplace 





For the Sony DCR PC 110 
Low Package Price with Camera 
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Wwww.bhphotovideorcom= _ikelts 
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THE PROFESS! 


1-800-520-5012 











NIKONOS 
a. ee 67-16 Myrtle Ave. t —~ 
( : » Glendale, NY 11385 | Ay) 
Sw Ph: (718) 628-6800 & 
: closed Sat & Sun Ser") 
http://www.armatos.com DEE 


E-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 


MS alif 
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FREE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
CALL THE NIKONOS PROFESSIONAL! 


This HOTLINE is just for you, staffed 10 AM-9PM 
(Central Time) Monday thru Friday, to answer any Nikonos 
questions or to help you and your Nikonos out of an 
EMERGENCY. Just call us from anywhere in the world. 
Our assistance is always FREE... 


OOPS. Bob Warkentin’s 
J SOUTHERN NIKONOS 
= SERVICE CENTER, 
INC. 
9459 Kempwood 
Houston, Texas 
77080 
(713) 462-5436 
Fax: (713) 462-5449 


Goal #1 “human mistake” Education 


Nikonos Workshop articles returned with your 
equipment to explain (& try to prevent) your 
“human mistakes” (Whether you want it or not) 


Goal #2 Equipment Servicing 
e SOUTHERN NIKONOS services & repairs ALL 
Nikonos Products (old or new). Nothing else! « 
Over 200,000 Nikonos parts in inventory to provide 
a 2-3 work day turn-around. ¢ All replaced parts are 
returned as “trophies” of your mistakes for your 
“education.” (Whether you want them or not) 


Your Nikonos ain't just a land camera, it’s DIVE 


EQUIPMENT! So remember, “When it’s time to service 
your regulator, it's time to service your Nikonos!!” 


The International Service World of 


—— SOUTHERN NIKONOS —— 
We’re as close as your post office. 


www.southern-nikonos.com 


© SD/AD 0101 
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Central Skin Divers 


Before you buy or upgrade your equipment 
call a PADI Five Star Dive Center for 
Guaranteed Lowest Price Quotes 
with Full Factory Warranty! 
on Mares, Oceanic, Dacor, ScubaPro, 
SeaQuest, Aqua-Lung, Zeagle, Aeris, etc. 
Talk to a Certified Diver at a Factory Authorized 
PADI Five Star Dive Center before you buy your 
Zeagle Ranger BC; Suunto Cobra; 


Henderson Gold Wetsuit; SeaQuest Diva LX; 
ScubaPro Twin Jet Fins; Mares Abyss; etc. 


Call Toll-Free: 1-800-53 m3 SCUBA 


www.centralskindivers.com 
Visit Central’s PADI Five Star Dive Centers in New York City: 
210 West 72nd Street — 1312 First Avenue 


WWW.SkIN-diver.com 
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Sales 
Photo Trips 


“7 Housing Packages 
Accessories 


4, . A 
WEVE GONE CARIBBEAN! 
Underwater Photo-Tech Caribbean 
$99-9-562-9774 © Fax 599-0-747-2961 
E-mail: uwphotecarib@attglobal. net 


Underwater Photo-Teach USA 


www.uwphoto.com 
603-432-1997 ¢ Fax 603-432-4762 
E-mail: sales @uwpheto.com 
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» Get the Urge 
e*e@to Submerge ‘vith 


Heard 
on radio 
stations 

throughout 

Florida 

and coming 
to 4 city 
near you! 


for the absolute latest 


diving news and 
4 information. 
Call in to participate in 


discussions about dive sites, 
new gear, liveaboards, 
shark diving, and more. 
Plus you'll hear interviews 
with diving legends and have 
the opportunity to win lots of 
cool dive related prizes! 


@ * Brought to 


re; you by: 


orlds First Radio Show Skin Diver 


Devoted to Diving 


Www.skin-diver.com 





Listen every Saturday 
morning 9-10 EST or to 
archives of past shows 
worldwide over the Internet. 





Dive Center, Ine. 


DIVE 
KEY LARGO 


{" "Greg The Divemaster” 


inDiver Mar ketplace 





Tala ey \mntleleomielmelhi— gear? 
yl Call us first! a 


Quiche Uncrowed © Unique =. 


Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 

offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 
Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. 


1-300-966-DIVE 


P.O, B, 9363 # Key Largo * Florida » 33037 » 305-451-3259 
wwwsilentworldkeylargo.com * Email: info@silentworidkeylargo.com 


| SIMPLY THE BEST THERE |S 


bvidiving.com 
galapagosdiving.com 
800-648-3393 


www.bvidiving.com 








Insure Your Safety! 
You need N-tra.. 


* Redundant air system 
Auto filling + Nitrox ready 
' Uses existing safe 2nd 
& power inflator 
- Easily mounts to main cylinder 
+ 6,13 or 19 cu. ft. cylinders 
‘ Ideal for any level of diving 
‘Recreational + Solo + Photography 


Tired of your strobe arms not 
staying where you put them? 


The only arms with an o-ring 
in the ball for ease of use. 
The LEADER in lightweight trays & 
flexible arms for still cameras & 


videos. Makers of the "PIVOT". 
Adapters for strobes & video lights. 


Be prepared. You need A-tra.. 
1-877-AQUAVIT (278-2348) 


281-364-8323 + Fax 281-364-1258 


email: aquavit@aquavtine.com = TEA Call: (805)984-9104 for a catalog 


www.aquavitinc.com 
® Aquavt Inc 2001 


Visit our website: www.ulcs.com 
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From the moment Carl Roessler took over Sea & Sea travel in 1972, the world 
began to shrink. He tirelessly scoured the world’s oceans for the wildest, 
» most pristine and unique diving, then rounded up a stable of luxury 
} _ live-aboards to take divers to these lonely corners. In fact, through 

Me Sea & Sea, Carl helped create the live-aboard industry. Many 
& of today’s must-do dives were first popularized by Carl— 

in places such as Palau, Australia’s Coral Sea, Galapagos, 
» Truk Lagoon, Papua New Guinea, Malpelo and the 
| Maldives. In 1976, right in the middle of the Jaws 
| fright fest, he started sending divers to Australia to 
} experience (in a protective cage) the toothy star of the 
' film firsthand. His Whale Shark experiences off 
} Ningaloo, Western Australia, were the first of their 
“kind. And much of what he experienced he shared with 
the readers of Skin Diver through his incredible pho- 
- tographs and stories. Although Sea & Sea closed its doors 
in the late ’90s, Carl continues to search for new places to 
dive and acts as an adviser to divers looking for great div- 
) ing and to dive boat owners looking for new markets, 
' through his website www.divexprt.com. *® 


Jim Church—Lens Master 


Jim Church is one of the true pio- 
neers of modern underwater photog- 
raphy. Many of today’s professionals 
got started with a camera in one 
hand, and Jim’s articles and books in 
the other. His Essential Guide to 
Nikonos Systems is a must-have for 
any budding shooter. A genuine 
mentor, Jim has also been imparting 
his knowledge, experimenting and 
growing the field of underwater pho- 
tography and in more recent years, 
underwater video, through the pages 
of Skin Diver since 1966. His exper- 
tise and teaching skills have made his 
Aggressor Fleet photo trips one of the 
most popular live-aboard training 
vacations, year after year. He has also 
authored or co-authored seven 
books. And, despite what the photo 
(from 1974) shows, he has in fact 
given up flashbulbs. = 


Photo/Pam Christman 


For American divers, Mike Ball’s live-aboards have been synonymous with Australian diving. Since 
starting his business in 1969, the phrase, “the Mike Ball experience” has come to represent a top-class 
live-aboard diving down under. His itineraries vary to suit almost any divers’ needs, from three-day 
trips to Cod Hole and the wreck of the Yongala, to full-blown 10-day expeditions to the Coral Sea for 
some wild and woolly aquatic adventures. His live-aboard fleet (Spoilsport, Supersport, Watersport), 
based in Townsville and Cairns, Queensland, has even grown beyond Australia to Papua New Guinea, 


with offerings to Milne Bay and Kavieng aboard the Paradise Sport and the Mike Ball-owned Telita. 
110 wwwsskin-diver.com 











Caribbean Trumpettish 


By NED AND ANNA DELOACH WITH PAUL HUMANN 























In rare instances, a golden Garibbean : 
Trumpetfish will shadow a Queen — 
Angelfish (pictured) in order to 


snap up unsuspecting prey. 


i ihe a 


WE HAVE ALL SUFFERED THE ANNOYING 
company of overly persistent panhan- 
dlers following us down the sidewalk, 
and I can't help but think of these 
pesky characters every time I see a 
trumpetfish trailing a foraging fish 
about the reef. The hunting tactic, 
known as shadow-feeding, allows the 
stealthy two- to three-foot predators 





to slip unseen into striking range of 
unsuspecting prey. Although the rela- 
tionship proves extremely beneficial 
for the wily trumpetfish, it provides 
nothing but aggravation for the host. 
And like freeloaders everywhere, 
trumpetfish occasionally push their 
luck. I have watched them crowd par- 
rotfish until they go temporarily 
berserk—swimming erratically and 
slamming about in desperate attempts 
to ditch their unwanted hitchhikers. 
Caribbean Trumpetfish come in 
three basic color schemes: brown, gray 


with bluish snouts and golden. Each 
type tends to hitch rides with fish of a 
similar hue. Brownish individuals 
generally associate with groupers and 
parrotfish; those with blue snouts join 
feeding aggregations of Blue Tang, 
and the golden phase commonly 
shadow Spanish Hogfish and, in rare 
instances, Queen Angelfish. 

Day in, day out trum- 
petfish are the most 
active and entertaining 
piscivores (fish eaters) 
on the reef. When on the 
prowl, trumpetfish swim 
horizontally just above 
the bottom. Their long, 
thin bodies barely cast 
shadows as they weave 
their way through a maze 
of jagged terrain. When 
targeting a meal, they 
assume a stationary, ver- 
tical head-down posture, 
which can be maintained 
coi for minutes 

WHERE TO f at a_ time. 
FIND THEM Downward 
In western and 
eastern Atlantic 
Ocean, especially 


around reefs where 
they usually hide 


.- 
~~ a 


among gorgonians. and quick 
Mouths 
oho flared _like 


trumpets engulf small fish, generally 
measuring less than two inches in 
length, although a five-inch squir- 
relfish was found inside a two-foot 
individual. A feeding study recorded 
only eight successful strikes out of 45 
attempts during 19 hours of 
observed stalking. Such a low capture 
rate helps explain why the hunters 
take every advantage, even at the 
expense of strangers. 
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Your Questions Answered 


BY Fred Bove, M.D., PH.D. 


THIS CORRESPONDENCE COVERS SOME 
common and some rare disorders 
that can interfere with diving. We 
find more people with chronic illness 
are able to dive, but special cautions 
must be taken in these cases. 


Addison’s Disease 
-Q: 1am taking cortisol for Addison’s 
disease. I have injectable cortisone in 
the event of an emergency. Ar 

precautions you can think of 





A: Addison’s disease is caused by fail- 
ure of the Adrenal gland with loss of 
the normal cortisone hormone need- 
ed to sustain blood pressure. My con- 
cern with Addison’s disease is the 
problem with maintaining blood 
pressure during stress. If you are 
injured you could develop shock 
because of lack of cortisol response to 
stress. Having injectable cortisone is 
an important safety measure. I would 
also be concerned about your toler- 
ance for exercise and for cold stress. 
You might have a stress test to be sure 
you can maintain your blood pressure 
with exercise. If your blood pressure 
responds normally to exercise, you 
should be able to perform low stress, 
warm water diving in a safe manner. 


Swimmer’s Ear 


Q: My 16-year- old son develops an 










ear infection when diving consecu 


“tive days. After four to five days, he 


starts complaining of ear discomfo 


which almost always leads to an ear 
infection. Is there a particular ear 
drop solution that he could use prior 
to diving that might Maly pens 








this problem? — 


A: Your description suggests that 
your son gets external otitis or swim- 
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y other 


pela Fibrillation | 


mer’s ear. This is usually due to water 
retained in his external ear canal that 
eventually becomes infected. I usually 
recommend a solution called Dome- 
boro Otic Solution. This is available 
in most drug stores, but might need a 
prescription. He should squeeze a few 
drops in each ear before diving. After 
diving, he should remove the water 
from his ear canals, then put another 
few drops into both ears. 





medications can 
interfere with 
diving, while 
others make 

diving possible. 


A: Cautions about Coumadin are re- 
lated to ear and sinus squeeze, where 
excess bleeding can occur if you are 
taking a blood thinner. Toprol, a beta 
blocker, will not cause a problem 
with diving, although some people 
complain about cold hands and feet 
when diving in cold water. There is 
no experience to date with Dofetilide 
and diving. It isa new medication 
that has potential side effects in 





divers. There have been several cases 
of serious arrhythmias in swimmers 
with a problem called long Q-T syn- 
drome. Dofetilide causes this syn- 
drome and potentially could result in 
heart arrhythmias when diving. You 
should ask your cardiologist to use 
another antiarrhythmic medication 
if you want to continue diving. 


Headache 






A: Headaches as you describe, occur- 
ring upon ascent and lasting five to 10 
minutes, are often sinus headaches. If 
the headache is in the forehead area, it 
is likely to be frontal sinuses that are 
obstructed. If the headache is in the 
middle of your head or on the top of 
your head, it can be arising from the 
sphenoid sinus. Other causes of 
headaches associated with diving in- 
clude carbon monoxide poisoning, 
carbon dioxide intoxication due to 
skip breathing, elevated blood pres- 
sure, arterial air embolism and air 
leaking from the mastoid air cells into 
the spinal fluid. 


More questions and answers about 
diving disorders can be found at 
www.scubamed.com. 











Each morith Skin Diver looks back through its paues in os ch ose little nuggets of yesteryear—old equipment, 
| trends of the time, new discoveries—that echo the times and | may surprise or shock us. It’s good to know your roots 
_and how discoveries of ofd have helped ‘shape diving today. 
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oY January 1990, long-time contributor and greatly missed friend of Skin Diver, E.R. Cross 
reported on the amazing discovery of the SS Central America, which yielded an estimated $450 
million in gold. The 272-foot steam vessel was used in the early 1850s to transport the newly rich 
and their gold back to San Francisco. On September 9, 1857, a 
Caribbean hurricane sunk the vessel, leaving 155 survivors, taking 
425 fatalities and tons of gold. Nearly 132 years later, the Colum- 
bus-America Discovery Group (C-ADC) used its remotely oper- 
ated vehicle (ROV), named Nemo, to explore the wreck. C-ADC 
: specifically designed Nemo for U/W archaeology, and in partfor ¢ 
cin ras 


this mission, which resulted in the recovery of rare gold bars and gs 
coins. James Cameron should make a movie about thisone. "= 








Pushing Ice 


The Trenton Flying Frogmen don’t just dust off their fins or take an equipment inventory to 
kick off a new scuba season. As reported in the February 1979 issue, this Southern Ontario scuba 
club likes to win the annual Peterborough Ice Floe Race. The Trident Underwater Club of Peter- 
borough hosts this event, which requires divers to kick, float, paddle and navi- 
gate their ice floe (floating ice formed in large sheets) down two and a half miles 





Trenton Flying Frogment, completing the race in just 26 minutes and 54 sec- 
onds. As a side contest, clubs were encouraged to wear costumes. The Explorers Club of 
Pittsburgh won for floating a working replica of R2D2 on their floe. 


The event was also featured in an issue of Playboy, calling it the “most prestigious event of its kind 
in the world.” And you thought Skin Diver and Playboy had nothing in common. ** 





Not si Out on a Limb 


“The coming season of colder water around the country will Pung divers many king- 
sized goose bumps and they will soon decide to unwrap last year’s suit or purchase their 
first rubber exposure suit.” Skin Diver's first and only issue dedicated entirely to the then 
controversial debate about whether or not to buy a wet or drysuit appeared in the 
November 1956 issue. The issue featured a pictorial spread of both types of suits in 
action entitled, “Wet and Dry That Suits the Nation.” With pro and con articles, such as 
“To Stay Warm, Stay Dry” and “The Future Lies in Foam Neoprene,’ to “ Wet Has an 
Enormous Advantage” and “Wet Suit is Better Investment,” the ultimate decision on 
which to buy was left to the reader’s discretion. As the editorial concludes, “...we have 
not attempted to publish our own conclusions as to the best type...of exposure suit for 


you. This would be ‘going out on a limb.’ We’re not tree climbers....” However, it looks 
as if the editor’s true opinion was evidenced on the cover. 
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BY TOM CONROY @ ILLUSTRATION BY KIM WILSON BRANDT 


I HAVE ALWAYS PRIDED MYSELF ON BEING AN EXPERIENCED 
diver. As a teenager growing up in Florida I was a “dock 
rat,’ spending my free time getting to know the local 
captains and helping out with dives years before I became 
officially certified. I learned through experience and 
not in the classroom, and as an immature teenager, I was 
darn proud of it. But even though I had 

logged over 100 dives, it was only 
a matter of time before this 
uneducated cockiness would 
nearly cost me everything. 

In 1985, while living in 
Alabama, I heard a tavern tale 
in my local haunt. The tale wasff 
about a car full of illegal 
money dumped off a high 
cliff during a police chase 
some months back. This 
occurred at a deserted lake 
that was in fact an abandoned 
rock quarry. The story burned Ee 
in my mind for days. After fail- 
ing to find a scuba friend who 
had the time to embark on this 
trek, I broke the first and most 
important rule of responsible 
diving (which, by the way, I had 
done many times before)—I 
decided to go alone. 

The next day I made the three-hour 
drive, taking dirt road after dirt road until I found the lit- 
tle-used logging road that lead to the quarry. Because of 
the road’s poor condition, I parked and decided to walk the 
rest of the way. 

It was an additional 15 minutes of walking in the swel- 
tering heat with more than 100 pounds of gear before I 
found my destination. The view was incredible. I found 
myself standing on a 30-foot-high cliff overlooking an 
isolated Hawaiian-esque setting complete with the echoed 
chirping of birds, lush vegetation and a crystal-clear 
circular body of water with about a quarter-mile radius. It 
was heaven, and I was going to be rich! 

I eagerly went down a side trail until I made it to the 




















small beach. As I finished putting on my gear, I realized I 
had left my old, rugged Converse All-Stars at home 
(booties were for wimps!). My feet would have to be 
unprotected until I got to a depth where I was buoyant 
enough to put on my fins. 

Rock quarries are huge holes dug by a steam shovel in 

solid rock, usually for gravel or some spe- 

cific mineral. The soft sand I was 
walking on soon disappeared, 
and my shoeless feet were get- 
ting sliced on the rock as I 
slipped deeper into the water. 

I pushed away from the wall 

and tried kicking in an 

attempt to get to the surface, 
but the pain from my shred- 

ded feet was too intense. I 

sank even further; blood 
seeped from my wounds. I was 
starting to panic. : 

Eventually, my mind finally 
cleared and I remembered my 
buoyancy compensator. I hit 
the button and my vest began 
to inflate, stopping the descent 
and slowly taking me to the 
surface. Although I made it to 
the top, there were still 100 
yards dividing me from the safe- 
ty of the shore, and I felt like I was losing lots of blood. I 
methodically paddled with my hands on the still, quiet 
surface until I got to land. Thank goodness this was not a 
place with a current. Still bleeding, I took off my gear and 
quickly ripped my T-shirt to pieces in order to wrap my 
feet. In a seated position, I pushed myself backward with 
my arms, sliding myself up the path to the top of the cliff 
and over the bumpy logging road until I reached my car. 
By the time I got there it was dark, I was alone, my bot- 
tom was sore...and I was extremely lucky. 

My lesson? No matter how experienced and confident 
you are, each and every dive is potentially dangerous. 
Never, never, never, never dive alone...and always wear 
your booties. 
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Ultraviolet ct LO / Fogless 
Protection | se”  \\ Forever 


Without Aquacolor® Every Diver is Color Blind. 


With Aquacolor® see details and color as never before. colors during a dive. | was skeptical that the mask could produce 
Aquacolor® makes every dive more exciting and rewarding. Like —_ results as claimed. But ‘seeing is believing.’ During the dive, | was 
the dive professional said “The Aquacolor® Bimonocular® mask — blown away by the colors. | have done thousands of dives around 
produces true to life colors in the reef, skin tones on other divers, _ the world; this was one of the most impressive and unique due to 
gives a sharper image to fish and enhances never before seen __ the enhanced colors using the Aquacolor® lenses.” 





For Dealer Near You 800-298-0160 © Dealer Inquiries Welcome 800-382-0158 
For the Entire Aquacolor® Story and Model of the Month: www.aquacolormask.com 


Without Aquacolor® 
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